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LETTKR FROM THE EDITOR

DELTA SIOM.A. O M I C R. O N REHABILITATION SERVICE KR-ATER-jriTY

Alpha Chnplrr

University «/ Winmi at Lrbana-Chninpaigii RehabihlationEdutation Center Reomli2 1207 Soul* Oak Street. Ckampwgn. Illnmi 61820 (217) }}}-*t2S

Dear Readers:

As the Editor of the 1 994-95 Sigma Signs, I would like to take this opportunity to, first of all. thank everyone that

made the production of this year's magazine possible; thanks to Paige Lewis. Bill Renje. Michael Cafferty and all

of the Sigma Signs reporters. Everyone involved with this year's edition should be very proud. Through the effort

of our reporters and editors, we were able to include some very interesting articles in this year's magazine. We
have explored some very relevant issues that persons with disabilities are currently facing. I think you will find

the articles entertaining and enlightening.

Unfortunately, everything is not going as well as it may seem with DSO. I have been a member of DSO since

1990. 1 served as the Assistant Editor of last year's edition ofSigma Signs. This year. I served as the vice-president

of DSO, as well as the Editor of Sigma Signs. In other words, I have a lot of experience with DSO. I must say that

this year was the worst in terms of student support for our organization. It is unfortunate that we did not have the

student involvement we had become accustomed to. Back in September, our President, Norman Lyduch. and I

developed some new ideas for what we thought was going to be a great year. We organized a tailgate party and a

Holiday party, and we came up with some new ideas for the annual banquet. We were excited. Our hopes were

soon dashed when ten people showed up to the tailgate, which turned out to be indicative of the student support

for all of the DSO functions this year. It may sound as though I am simply complaining, but that is not my
intention.

I hope that by writing this letter I will draw attention back to our organization, and get students involved, as they

were in the past. The current administration will not be able to serve next year, and I fear that this will mark the

end of a very fine organization. The younger members of DSO -there are a few- must step forward and assume

command of this organization. I hope you enjoy reading this year's Sigma Signs. Please feel free to send any

comments, suggestions or criticisms you may have. They are very helpful in the production of the magazine and

greatly appreciated.

Thank You

-s-n0
Michael A. Rembis. Editor

1994-95 SKMK^tfWS
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT OF DELTA SIGMA OMICRON

DELTA SIQMA OMICRON REHABILITATION SHIR-VICE K R AT E R 1ST I T V

Alpha Chaptri

Umversit\ of Illinois at Urbana-Chmnpaign Rehabilitatton-Edueatwn Center Room 132 • 1207 South Oak Street, Champaign, Illinois 61820 (217) 333-4625

Dear Readers:

This has been a difficult year for myself as well as the entire Executive Board of DSO. I took on a new role as

President, a far cry from being Treasurer. As a result, this left openings for 3 new officers, same as last year. Another

similarity with last year was having youthful exuberance although our numbers continue to be small, and great

expectations for the coming term. After a smashing banquet, the Board thought that all of their goals would be met.

But, student interest in our organization has decreased tremendously from previous years, and when finals were upon

us, we could not compete. As a result, we modified our goals to a Candy Bar Sale, the Annual Holiday Party, revitalizing

Wheelathon, and publishing Sigma Signs. Under the circumstances, still very lofty goals. March also began with

losing our best supporter, Terrie Grindley, to a change of position.

We organized a very different type of Holiday party and banquet with the hope of spurring student interest. I hope next

year more students will take part in our activities, and keep this organization running. One problem we have is contacting

incoming students with disabilities, resulting from laws which respect an individual's right to confidentiality. As a

result, we have difficulty identifying this group, preventing us from marketing this fine organization to everyone.

As I mentioned earlier, we had some new and exciting things happen this year. I sincerely believe you will enjoy

reading about them. I also believe these events were a step in the right direction to gain student interest again. I hope

DSO continues to pursue events like the tailgates and the Holiday party that are geared toward students. After all, DSO
is a student organization!

Despite the lack of interest, this year's Sigma Signs is once again a success. I would like to thank Paige Lewis for all of

her help with Sigma Signs and other DSO activities. I would also like to thank Terrie for all her work. And a special

thanks is extended to the Greater Champaign County Chapter of the Ambucs for their continued support.

DSO President,

^\\^V^^^ V>^^\
Norm Lyduch
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DSO NEWS

DSO Annual Awards Banquet
by Mike Cafferty

This year Delta Sigma Omicron held

its 45th annual awards banquet, and

with every new year there are new

faces. Due to the inclusion of new awards

honoring individuals that have been a part

of the Division of Rehabilitation

Education Services, we feel it is a natural

progression to unite these awards with the

annual DSO awards. It is our continued

mission to honor those individuals who

have shown exemplary dedication to DSO
and DRES programs. This years' banquet

introduced new music, provided by the

University of Illinois Steel Drum Band,

and two new awards. DSO sponsors the

Annual Awards Banquet to recognize the

persons who have exemplified the DSO
motto, which is "To exercise our abilities

to a maximum so as to minimize our

disabilities, that we may live most and

serve best."

The guest speaker for this years banquet

was Scot Hollonbeck, a graduate student

attending the University of Illinois at

Urbana-Champaign. Scot presented slides

of several places he and fellow Illini Tony

Iniguez visited in Ecuador as part of their

"Wheelchair Sports Campaign." His

presentation showed that there are still

Guest Speaker Scot Hollonbeck

many people with disabilities, especially

in foreign countries, that would be better

able to help themselves if provided with

the proper resources and training.

The awards ceremony began with the

presentation of the Harold Scharper

Achievement Award. This award pays

tribute to those whose achievements are

unselfish and benefits others. The award

was presented by Tom Jones and received

by Holly Mirell. Holly, graduated from the

University of Illinois at Urbaria-

Champaign with a B.S. in English

Education in 1972, an Ed.M. in the

Psychology of Learning in 1974, and

finally a Ph.D. in Counseling Psychology

in 1987. Dr. Mirell is a State of Illinois

licensed psychologist and works at Carle

Clinic Association in Champaign. With all

of her accomplishments, she has still

found time to be a member of several

associations, such as the American

Psychological Association, Phi Delta

Kappa, Phi Kappa Phi, the Advisory

Committee at the U of I Rehabilitation

Degree Program, the Marquette University

Committee for the Handicapped, and the

Carle Clinic Association Cochlear Implant

Team and numerous other volunteer

activities. Holly later stated, "It was a great

honor to receive this award, especially

since I have been affiliated with the

Rehabilitation Committee since 1968,

either as a student or a member of the

Advisory Board."

The night's second award was the

Harold Scharper Service Award. This

award is given to recognize the unselfish

achievements and services that Harold

Scharper displayed as a member of DSO.

The award was presented by Brad Hedrick

to Margaret Stran, a senior at the U of I,

majoring in English Education. She

became a member of DSO in 1991; as well

as, the editor ofSigma Signs. Margaret has

been an elected member of the Student

Government Association since 1993, and

also served on the Campus Affairs

Committee in 1993-1994. She has been a

member of the U of I Women's Wheelchair

Basketball Team for four years. Margaret

has also won a silver medal as part of the

1992 U.S.A. Paralympic Basketball Team

and was also member of the 1994 U.S.A.

Womens Wheelchair Basketball Team,

which competed in the Stoke-Mandeville

Games. Finally, in 1994, she was voted as

a member of the first All Tournament Team

at the National Womens Wheelchair

Basketball Tournament.

Founder & Director Emeritus of the

Division of Rehabilitation Education

Services at the U of I, Tim Nugent,

presented this years DSO Honorary Life

Member to Whitson Daily. Dr. Daily

graduated with a B.S from Oklahoma

Baptist University. He also graduated from

Washington University in St. Louis with

a D.D.S. Whitson served four years in the

U.S Navy and later started his dental

practice in Champaign in 1969. Later, he

became a consultant in 1970 to the

students of the Division of Rehabilitation

Education Services. For nearly 25 years,

he has assisted any student who was not

sponsored by an outside agency or who

could not pay personally for his services.

In this same manner he has given his time

and expertise to DRES. Dr. Daily later

replied, "I am truly honored to receive this

award."

The next award was the T.J. Nugent

Award, which was established by the

student members of DSO to honor

Professor T.J. Nugent, who worked so hard

to achieve equality for persons with

disabilities. The award was presented by

Norm Lyduch, last year's recipient, to

Michelle Houlihan. She was a member of

the Alpha Lambda Delta-Freshman Honor

Society as well as on the Deans List in

1988. In 1989-1990, she was an Illini

Guide and a member of a Project Head

Start Program. Shelly also assisted in the

Adaptive Technologies Lab and the PT

Gym at DRES in the Spring of 1991. In

1992, she graduated from the U of I with a

B.S in Biology. In that same year. Shelly

volunteered in the Occupational/Physical

Therapy Department at Covenant

Hospital. Among these many
accomplishments, she has been a member

of DSO since 1993, and also assisted with

last year's Annual Award Banquet and

Holiday Party. Her present goal is to

pursue a degree in physical therapy. Shelly

is presently a graduate student in the

Rehabilitation Administration Masters

SIGMA^^S 5



Program, and a graduate assistant for the

Office of Recreation and Athletics. After

receiving the award, Shelly stated "I am very

happy to receive such a prestigious award."

The announcement and definition of the

two new awards was given by Dean

Michael Ellis. One of the two new awards

was the Bill Stewart Memorial Award,

presented by Martin Moore to Norm

Lyduch. The Bill Stewart Memorial

Endowment Fund has been established by

Marty Moore and Mrs. Stewart Presenting Norm Lyduch

with the Bill Stewart Memorial Award

the Moore Foundation of Indianapolis,

Indiana to foster student leadership in the

Division of Rehabilitation Education

Services at the University of Illinois at

Urbana-Champaign.

The primary focus of the fund will be an

annual award to be presented to an

undergraduate or graduate student, with a

disability, who demonstrates spirit, courage,

and concern for others. The unique aspect

of this Fund is the award recipient will "Pass

the Baton" by choosing the manner in

which a portion of the income from the

Fund will be used to purchase services and/

or equipment for the benefit of other

University of Illinois students With

disabilities. This gives one student the

opportunity to give to anothei and to help

improve the quality of life for fellow

students with disabilities. Norm is a senior

at the U of I, majoring in marketing. In

1990, he joined DSO and has contributed

enormously ever since. Norm has served as

treasurer, since 1991, and is currently the

president of DSO. Norm was the recipient

of the T.J. Nugent Award in 1993. and he

has been an active member of the U of I

Quad Rugby Team, since 1990 in which he

has been voted to numerous All-

Tournament Teams,

while being the MVP of

Uof I team in 1993 and

in 1994. During his first

year at the 1994 Track

Nationals, he won 3

gold medals, which

earned him a spot on the

Developmental Track

Team. He chose the U
of I Quad Rugby Team

to benefit from this

award to defray some of

the enormous costs of

traveling to Nationals.

The other new
award was the Pamela

Borelli & Family

Achievement
Leadership Award
presented by Dean

Michael Ellis to Joanie

Ellison and Carrie

Pinter. This award will

be presented each > ear.

during the fall

semester, to two

students with

disabilities who have demonstrated a C+

or better G.P.A., leadership capacity in a

student organization with preference

toward, but not limited to a Greek campus

social organization, and a well

balanced participation in academic

and other campus activities. Joanie.

the first recipient, is a junior in

Elementary Education at the

University of Illinois. While in high

school, sin- received the John F.

Kenned) Award for courage She also

became involved in the Reach

Program for high school students.

representing responsible educated

adolescents who help others in need

Later, Joanie was i member of the

Peek ( bunseling Program that \ bited

junior high Bchools, m order to

educate youths. She has continued being a

role model, by being active in CARE
(Campus Awareness for Rape Education),

and continues participating in numerous

workshops.

The second recipient w as Carrie Pinter,

a junior in the College of Liberal Arts &
Science, majoring in Political Science.

Carrie has given numerous talks to

incoming dormitory residents on the issue

of sensitivity towards persons with

disabilities and is prepared to speak to the

McKinley Health Center Board on this

issue. She has been a member of DSO for

many years, and has volunteered with

Hoop-a-Thon and the DSO Holiday Party

Carrie has done volunteer w ork for DRES
and is an active member of the political

organization. United We Stand America

and a member of the Bensenville Jaycees

Carrie is a member of the Judiciary

Committee on Student Conduct. After

receiving this award. Carrie replied. It s

nice to have been acknow ledged for w hat

I have accomplished."

This year's banquet was enjoyed by

many. The presence of the Steel Drum

Band added a little excitement to the

atmosphere of this awards banquet. The

two new awards gave more people the

opportunity to be recognized for their

services; not only to DSO and the

University of Illinois, but to people in

general. Even though, all who attended

w ere able to share the happiness of the new

recipients and experience another

successful awards banquet, more

University of Illinois undergraduates

should ha\c attended.

Dean Ellis remarked. "The banquet as

fabulous, but its loo bad that more students

were unable to attend and enjoy the

ceremonv

wn/injc //<>//\ Wirell The

Harold Scluirrx-r \chu\cm< •
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DSO NEWS

Stran and Knight 1994
Leadership Award Winners
by Tom Jones

M argaret Stran and Rob Knight

won the 1994 Leadership Awards

presented annually by alumni

Tom and Louise Jones.

Stran, a senior majoring in English, has

been actively involved in basketball; has

served as editor of Sigma Signs, and has

been instrumental in organizing several

events designed to brine together disabled

and able-bodied individuals. Stran's grade

point average is 4.08.

Knight, a sophomore majoring in

Kinesiology, has made great strides during

his early career as a member of Brad

Hedrick's basketball team. Before

transferring from Purdue University,

Knight was an ASPIS Club volunteer for

improvement of accessibility, and was a

participant in the Emily Mauzy Vogel

Sophomore Leadership Development

Conference. He was awarded an ALS
scholarship at the University of Illinois.

Knight's GPA is 3.83.

Tom and Louise Jones have presented

the Leadership Awards to outstanding

male and female students with disabilities

for the past four years.

/ /+

What can you expat
from Bank One?

Complete Banking Services
Loans: Real Estate

Home Equity

Checking Accounts

Business Accounts

Investments

Trust Services

The One Phone9
24-HourCustomerAccount Information
351-1638

Eight Banking Centers to Serve You
Complete TellerService 7a. m. -Midnight,

7Days a Week at Our CountryFairlocation

For More Information, Call 351-1600

BANKEONE
Whatever it takes.
Ui-mhri IHk

Whatever

it takes.

BANKSONE

EOUAl MOUSING

LENDER

Left: Tom Jones, right, presents a $250 check to

Leadership Award winner Margaret Stran. Also

pictured are Louise Jones and co-Leadership

Award winner, Rob Knight, who also received a

$250 check.

The DSO Leadership Award

Donors

Tom and Louise Jones

Award
Two $250 cash awards-One to female

undergraduate student with a disability and one

to a male undergraduate student with a

disability.

Criteria

1. Recipients must be University of Illinois

undergraduate students with permanent

locomotor and/or sensory impairments.

2. Recipients must have a minimum of a 3.75

GPA (based on a 5.0 scale) over no less than

the two previous semesters.

3. Recipients must have demonstrated

significant service commitment to the

campus, community and Delta Sigma

Omicron.

4. Recipients must demonstrate a commitment

to health and wellness through the pursuit

of a physically active lifestyle.

Nomination and Selection Procedure

1. Nominations are solicited from members

of the DRES staff at the end of the Spring

semester.

2. Nominees are screened by Tom and Louise

Jones in consultation with the staff of the

DRES Recreation and Athletics Office.

3. Awards are presented at a luncheon hosted

by Tom and Louise Jones.

SIGMA^^S
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Santa and his elves at the Christmas Party.

1994 DSO Holiday Party
By Tf.rrie Grindley

On Saturday, December 10, 1994

Santa was greeted by area children

with wide eyes and magical smiles as

DSO's Annual Holiday Party was celebrated.

Thanks to many weeks of preparation and a

lot of volunteer's help, the party was a super

success. Our turnout was large, as expected

and everything "fell into place" as it was

meant to be. The children were greeted this

year by the DSO members and Santa's Elves

(a fantastic acapella group named the Allen

Hall Compulsive Lyres). Parents soon found

their children and the Elves on the wooden

dance floor. They enjoyed jumping, hopping

and "how much stomping noise can we

make" games. We all sang Christmas Carols

as the excitement built in anticipation of

Santa's arrival.

And arrive he did! Santa

(DSO's own Paul LeVasseur)

rolled in to greet the ecstatic group

of children. After all of the hugs

and hello's, Santa settled in to

hand out all of the gifts he'd

unpacked from his sleigh. Santa's

Elves formed a line between him

and the tree, ready with the

assembly line of toys. As the gifts

made their way toward Santa,

names were called out and

children came up to receive their

special packages. Many hugs and

a few kisses were given as the

children hurried back to their seats

to open their gifts.

As the cookies and punch were

served, we considered ourselves

fortunate to be entertained by the

Elves and their super acapella

voices. As time grew short, parents again found their

children and the Elves playing on the floor. This time they

had all of their new toys. Needless to say. Christmas i*- for

kids (of all ages!). We all had a great time.

We would like to offer our sincere thanks to the many
volunteers, local media, DSO members, area Stores,

University Inn staff, the Greater Champaign County

AMBUCS who make this event possible annually, and of

COUTSe to Santa and his Elves for making this p.irt\ such a

success.

thank vor mi:::

Santa and his elves make another child happv

'

Santa and a fe* PS< 1 members
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DSO NEWS

Wheel-A-Thon '95
by Mike Rembis

All things considered, DSO's annual

attempt at a fund raiser was quite

successful this year. Wheel-A-

Thon '95 succeeded in raising a

substantial amount of money, which will

be very beneficial to our organization

next year. Wheel-A-Thon was something

that had been very successful in the past,

and Norm Lyduch felt it would be a good

idea to bring it back this year. The plan

was to reserve the Quad on a warm spring

day, and have everyone get in a chair and

push laps for charity. We planned to set

up a DSO booth, and use the event to

create awareness, as well as earn much-

needed funds. Unfortunately, there is no

such thing as a "warm spring day" in

Champaign, Illinois. It was about 50

degrees and threatening to rain the entire

day, with a downpour late afternoon, but

we made the best of it. Many of the track

athletes pushed in their track chairs, and

the "hand bikes" were also a big hit with

the participants. Individuals solicited

contributions prior to the event relative to

the number of laps that they completed.

Then on this wonderful overcast day, the

participants completed as many laps as

they could around the Quad. Since we

were sharing the Quad with Earth Day

celebrants, we created a "contributions"

box for any interested passerby. It was a

shame that the event had to be cut short

because of the rain. Maybe next year

Mother Nature will cooperate.

DSO would like to thank all of the

individuals that volunteered their time and

effort to Wheel-A-Thon '95. And a special

thanks goes out to everyone that came out

and pushed in the rain! Hope to see you

all there next year!

WHETHER YOU. .

.

J L
SMASH IT! PASS IT! PUSH IT! TOSS IT! SPLASH IT! AIM IT! LIFT IT!

We've got you covered

!

Paraplegia News & Sports 'n Spokes

For subscription information call or write:

PVA Publications

2111 East Highland Avenue, Suite 1 80

Phoenix, Arizona 85016-4702

(602) 224-0500 / Fax (602) 224-0507
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PROFILES

Discrimination: An Update
II Y Ml 1. 1. Rl.NJh

Imagine a community where discrimi-

nation runs as deep as a Texas oil well.

Here, the factions within the

environment have many similarities, but

far too many differences.

One group controls the community's

limited resources and is therefore seen as

the dominant group. In contrast, the

subordinate groups struggle to achieve an

equal status. Ranging from disparaging

wisecracks on the part of the dominant

group to animosity by the minority, the

friction caused by discrimination takes on

a multitude of forms in this community.

Now imagine this same environment a

year later. Members of the minority group

have closed the gap with their one-time

nemesis. Both groups now strive as a

cohesive whole for the benefit of the entire

community.

No. this scenario is not a fantasy, but a

reality among the paraplegic and

quadriplegic members of the disabled

sports program at the University of Illinois

Paraplegics have impairment in their

legsand possibly their torsos, while quads

have some level of loss in all four limbs.

As a result, paras have more mobility and

are usually stronger than quads. Both types

ol paralysis often occurs after a spinal cord

injury.

Brian Thompson, a 26-year-old

doctoral student in exercise physiology,

works as a graduate assistant in the gym
at the Division ofRehabilitation Education

Services. Thompson says he has noticed

an improvement in the attitudes of

paraplegics towards quadriplegics.

"I remember occasions where paras

looked down on quads, but I don't notice

it anymore," Thompson said. The success

of the rugby team helps and there arc more

quads on the track team The paras kind

of look at diem now on the same level."

In the past, the tension within the

community has come from paras on the

basketball team and quads involved with

I he wheelchair rugbv team. The reasons

lor the problems among group members

vary, lor instance, the spoils program was

para-dominated until the advent of the

rugby team six years ago. Until that time.

the sports program was virtually exclusive

to paras. But when the quads came, so did

the apprehension between the groups.

Some paras believe that the dilemmas

arose from a lack of knowledge and

understanding of individuals of the

opposing group. James Briggs. a

paraplegic racer and former basketball

player, says that integrating the quads w ith

the paras is similar to moving into a

previously homogenous community

"When you move into a new

neighborhood and you don't know the

people there, you don't know the proper

terms and jargon." Briggs said. "So how

do you fit in? The more people that come

and the more that tit in. the better (off the

group will be)."

Another problem that developed was

that some quads were envious of the paras

who they believed controlled the limited

resources allocated to the sports program

by the university. On the other hand, paras

may have felt threatened bv quads who

the) thought were going to tap into their

resources. Wheelchair basketball, for

instance, is recognized as a varsitv sport;

whereas rugb) is a club sport. Briggs

agrees that some quads mav have been

envious of the para population.

"If you are within vour own sports

faction and you don't think you are getting

your fair share, then il seems as though its

the paras who aren't helping vou." Briggs

said. "But recognition takes tune."

In the past, paras were more likelv 10

discriminate towards quads, making fun

of their higher level o\ disability and

berating their athletic performance

Regardless of then past problems.

members of the disabled sports program

have formed a cohesive unit bv supporting

one another to Ivitci t licit overall cause

More recently, a lot less ridiculing has

taken place, while more friendships have

developed between the two groups

"Instead ot n v ing to attain this position

ol being one up on the other, primarily on

the part of the paras to protect what is

theirs, there's more focus on being

disabled and dealing with that to tr> to

get accepted as a whole." Briggs said.

Whereas paras and quads did little

socializing in the past, the once adversarial

relationship has been replaced b> a

communal feeling between the groups

The main reason for the cordial relations

between them is the increased visibility

among the quad population. Since the

establishment of the rugby team, the

university has attracted a lot of quads

interested in the sport. Furthermore, the

track team has become a prime arena for

quads to prove their worth to die once-

skeptical paras Because the track team is

not exclusive to either group, quads and

paras train together. In addition to the

usual high numbers of paras, tf

squad is made up of seven quads- the most

ever bv an Illinois team. The result is die

destruction of barriers that were

pre\ touslv as solid as the once-formidable

Berlin Wall.

"(Paras) actually say hi' to me now."

quad racer and rugby player Chad Hebel

said. "I guess w ith being at the gym people

get to know v ou more. Track giv es the tw

o

groups something in common instead of

just being in a wheelchair."

Maureen Ma.

for basketball and track, believes tl-

level o\ respect now exists among the

paras for the quads. Unlike past v

w here Kith groups bashed one another in

an array of ridicule, she now sees a lot ot

support among paras and qr.

"When we're out at the track, the

high level of visibility of quads now

pushing." said Mausscr "The paras arc

starting to sil back and s.,\ Wow I
g

these guvs can be real athlc

In addition to the high visibility of

quads on the track team, w hcelchair rugby

provided quads with another domain to

prov e their athletic ability Founded at the

university in 1989, rugbv was tormed for

quadriplegics Most quads' disability

levels prevent them from playing
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Discrimination, Continued

m

basketball because they lack the upper

body mobility necessary for the sport.

A leader on both the track and rugby

teams. Shawn Meredith credits rugby for

the exposure of the quad population.

"When I first came here, there were

maybe half a dozen quads that did

anything at all," Meredith said. "The start

of the rugby team was really the impetus

for more quads coming to the school and

developing a team that

gives quads something

they could compete in."

Unlike five years

ago, the new paras

coming into the

university are seeing

quads that are actively

involved in athletics. A
direct consequence is

preventing the

development of social

stigmas that can

develop in a

homogenous, para

environment. Track

coach Marty Morse,

himself a para, believes

that the training habits

of the quad athletes

have helped their

relations with paras.

"The quads are

getting into a

regimented training

system," Morse said.

"They're getting the

same training that the

basketball and track

athletes are getting.

Shawn and Norm
(Lyduch) are going out

of their way to get the

basketball players over

to rugby practice.

"When you look at

the behavioral

modification of

basketball players after

they've gone over to

rugby, their attitudes

have changed

immediately. They say 'this is a real sport,

I'm getting my ass kicked.'"

For his part, Morse has gone out of his

way to integrate the track team and

advocate equality for both groups.

"I think until you've wheeled a mile in

someone else's chair, you do not know

(their situation)," Morse said. "We had

some people here who were elitist, they

did their sport and they would look down

on other people. Their gone now; there's

no place for that here."
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Pursuing Careers Using The Internet
By Mike Rem bis

In
case you've been locked in a closet

for the last five years, or are just com-

pletely computer illiterate, I'm going

to give you a crash course on the many

uses of the Internet. Those flashy MCI
commercials with the English girl, and the

ATT commercials featuring Tom Selleck:

you know the ones, "Johnny is using video

conferencing to study the Jazz movement

in New York with a teacher in Chicago,

and the company that will bring it to you..."

Those commercials are selling the

"Information Superhighway". The

Information Superhighway is nothing

more than a worldwide series of computers

linked together by a common protocol

(i.e., they can all "speak" the same

computer language), and the Internet is

merely one "piece" of the highway. Some
sources say that the Internet serves nearly

25 million users worldwide.

The Internet can be used for many

things. It can be used as a resource tool

for doing research. It can be used as a way

of conveying news and/or information

concerning special interests. It can be used

for entertainment and socialization. And

it can even be used to go shopping. Users

can read electronic mail from anywhere

in the world using the Internet. They can

access newsgroups and bulletin boards

where they can read and post messages.

The possibilities are virtually limitless.

One group that is using the Internet to their

advantage is the PURSUIT project at the

university.

Project PURSUIT was established at

the University of Illinois in the fall of 1994

with the primary goal of encouraging and

assisting students with disabilities to

pursue careers in engineering, science and

mathematics. PURSUIT is working in

cooperation with local high schools in an

effort to provide students with mentors,

tutoring and special accommodations, as

well as all of the support and

encouragement they may require. A
secondary goal of Project PURSUIT is to

provide all of the schools affiliated with

their program access to the Internet.

Project PURSUIT feels that knowledge

about, as well as access to, the Internet is

vital to all students, and especially those

interested in careers in science and math.

The Internet also provides the individuals

at Project PURSUIT with an excellent

forum for conveying information and

communicating with other experts. Most

importantly, the Internet provides students

with a means of accessing pertinent

information at their convenience. It also

allows them to communicate with other

students and professionals.

Giving students with disabilities access

to the Internet is a key part of the

PURSUIT objectives. Computer access

allows students to communicate with each

other and to build support networks. It also

allows them to communicate with people

who can offer advice and encouragement

—either more experienced students in

science, engineering, or mathematics or

mentors who are already established in

their careers. Students can aJso access the

wealth of pertinent information on the

Internet, including the information

collected by PURSUIT on its own Internet

server.

By creating its own net-server.

PURSUIT has become one of the U
million computers worldwide that are

firmly entrenched on the Information

Superhighway. Anyone can access the

PURSUIT server. Trie only thing they need

is the name of the server (which is

pursuit.rehab.uiuc.edu) and a computer

with a modem. Once they locate the

PURSUIT server, an individual will be

able to find information concerning;

funding that is available for assisti\e

technology, names and e-mail addrc

of professionals with disabilities in a

variety of fields, and access to enormous

amounts of information on the Internet,

including math, science, engineering and

disability-related resouv

Project PURSUIT is just one example

of the countless ways inwhich the Internet

can be used to enrich the educational

experience of all stude-

'partially taken from the PL RSI IT

handbook.
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Ul Direct
By Mike Rembis

The University is opening up an en-

tirely new realm of education,

communication and entertainment

for many individuals who would, in many

cases, never have had the opportunity to

"travel" the information superhighway.

Every student at the university is issued a

"ph" (personal handle) and a password that

allows them to access the internet through

CCSO for free! By logging on to the CCSO
system, students can access everything from

the latest weather reports to the Illinois

Bibliographic Information Service (IBIS).

They can send and receive electronic mail;

read newsgroup information, and access

entire documents. This year students were

able to register for classes electronically.

The system is known as UI Direct, and was

developed by the individuals at the CCSO.

The system went on-line in April, 1995, and

has been running virtually error-free ever

since.

The UI Direct system was designed to

allow students to register for the summer

and fall terms via the internet. Its creators

hoped to eliminate the hassle of filling in

"bubble sheets," and mailing countless

registration/schedule documents. A
student using the UI Direct system can

register for classes, access financial

information and make changes to their

schedule from now until classes begin. In

the "old days" students were forced to

endure hours of standing in line at the

Armory only to learn that the section they

wanted was full. With UI Direct students

can access their schedule at anytime and

any location. They just need a computer

with a modem and their password. Another

nice feature of the UI Direct system is that

new sections can be added much easier if

they are needed.

UI Direct has been running virtually

without any problems since it went on-line

the first week of April, and has received

great reviews from even the most

computer-illiterate individuals on campus.

Everyone seems to agree that UI Direct is

easy to access and use. "The step-by-step

instructions make it nearly impossible to

screw things up," said Mike Quach, a

freshman in LAS, as he left the computer

lab at the Division of Rehabilitation

Education Services.

There is only one slight problem with

the new UI Direct system. It is the

responsibility of the student to either print

out a copy of their schedule or save it on a

disk. With the old system students received

their schedule in the mail with their

registration agreement, but now it is all

done electronically.

It will be interesting to see students

wandering the campus next fall, searching

aimlessly for their classes.

Adaptive Services
by Betsy L. Meyer

The Adaptive/Assistive lab in room

131 of the Department of

Rehabilitation Education Services has

been busy this year-students flowing in

and out checking e-mail, typing papers,

taking tests, doing research and most

recently registering for the Summer and

Fall terms using the new UI Direct on-line

system. Thus far, the only people having

problems with UI Direct are staff, those

students who forgot or did not get their

special password and students who had not

fully planned out possible class schedules

so they would not end up with overlaps of

class times. Even students who do not

regularly use computers found it an easy

system to use.

The DRES network server is expanding

constantly. We are now all using or trying

to use WordPerfect 6.0 on the DOS
computers and Word 6.0 on the Macs.

DragonDictate, voice recognition, is due

for an upgrade by the end of the semester.

Hopefully by Fall '95 the Dell computers

in the lab will be able to read/speak what

is on the screen to you if you need that

assistance.

Gopher is still a very popular resource

available on our computers, but have you

heard of the Web and Mosaic or Netscape?

The World Wide Web (WWW) is the latest

craze/fad/information source. Call it what

you will, the Web is accessible from the

AT lab via the browser, Mosaic, on both

the Macintosh and Dell computers. It can

be text only, but more likely has graphics,

maybe movies, etc. It is a very interesting,

but memory-using resource. You can "go"

all over the world in the blink of an eye

and easily get lost in the wonderment of it

all. You can access the Web from home,

but you do need more than a regular phone

line and modem to truly enjoy it (at

present). Come in and see us sometime!
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The Office of Sensory Accomodations
By Anoie Anderson

TThe Office of Sensory Accommo-

dations is responsible for assisting

students with test-taking when the

accommodations that have been deemed

appropriate and reasonable cannot be

accommodated by the professor. The staff

of Sensory Accommodations also handles

requests for textbook and course materials

in adaptive formats, such as audio tape,

braille, or large print. The staff also has

transcribed material for outside agencies

such as hospitals, State Farm Insurance,

Banc One, local restaurants, Office of

Orientation programs, Admissions and

Records, and the the Transition Institute. As

of April of this year, over 20,000 pages of

braille were produced, including law

textbooks and a Swahili book. Over 18,000

pages of large print have been produced

with over 30 undergraduate textbooks

totalling approximately 10,000 print pages

and over 1,000 hours of audio recording.

We are anticipating much more material to

be produced for next year with more

students with visual impairments expected.

One of the projects that Angie

Anderson is currently working on is that

of working with publishers in order to

obtain copies of textbooks on diskette in

order to speed up the process of making

braille copies. Currently, the book must

be scanned with a scanner and Optical

Recognition Software (OCR). Then
someone must sift through all of the

material that has been scanned in order to

proofread the material for errors and to put

it into a format that the braille translation

program (Megadots) can print and be

understandable to the braille reader. This

takes considerable time and the student

often suffers bv not having their material

on time. Obtaining books from publishers

on diskette would enable the student who

uses either braille or voice output to read

their books in a time frame that is

comparable to the students who can read

print textbooks. However, problems occur

because publishers do not want to

relinquish books on diskette because of

obvious possible copyright infringement.

Through Angie's efforts on the EASI list

(a discussion group on the Internet that

deals with disability issues), another

discussion group has been formed that

consists of an elite group of people who
are working to change publisher's attitudes

on disability issues and accessibility to

print material for college students as well

as other uses. There is legislation that

protects students in K-12 that mandates

that the publishers offer the school district

textbooks on diskette if it is for a visually

impaired student, but no legislation covers

the college student. This effort is still in

its infancy, and of course, the publishers

are a tough sell, but some have come

around with a lot of phone calls and

persuasion. The tide is starting to change,

but it is still going to take a lot of work.

Currently, there are approximately 80

students taking exams in the Office of

Sensory Accommodations. All of these

students need varying accommodations

ranging from extra time, to having the

exam in an adaptive format such as braille.

tape or large print. Some students require

the use of a computer, closed circuit

television (CCTV), or a reader and or

writer.

The Office is staffed by the Supervisor.

Bryan McMurray and Angclla Anderson,

secretary. Assisting them in the da) to da\

,Kti\ iticsare four graduate students whose

time equals that of another full-time

position, and two computer scientists w ho

work with adaptive technologies The

student traffic and workload have

increased exponentially, but the amount of

people handling the workload has not

increased.

Which brings up another aspect of the

Office of Sensory Accommodations. The

Office is very dependent upon the

assistance of student and community

volunteers In January. Angie took over the

additional responsibility of the Vblunteer

Program. In addition to her regular

secretarial duties. Angie recruits, trains

and assists the volunteers in their activities

The Division of Rehabilitation Education

Services is now agencies of both the

United Way. and the Retired Senior

Volunteer Project (R.S.VP. ) Angie also

attends the Council for Volunteerism

Committee Meetings which gives

volunteer agencies opportunities to work

together and exchange ideas relating to

recruiting, hiring, and retaining volunteers.

A Volunteer Recognition Luncheon was

held at the Illini Union Ballroom to

recognize these dedicated volunteers for

their assistance to students with

disabilities. The Luncheon was held on

April 28. during the National Volunteer

Recognition Week The volunteers

able to meet and talk w ith the students that

they assisted during the school year This

evenl is very popular with both the

\olunteers and the students as they both

get to find out more about the other pe-

We would like to see more students

with disabilities who can read textb

or write exams volunteer to help students

who need this t\pe ol

student or community person who is

interested in assisting students with

disabilities can contact Angie at 1

to get information on a wide vanctv of

volunteer opportune
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Bryan McMurray:
On The Job
Reprinted With Permission From Inside Illinois

What do you do at the Ul?

I'm Supervisor of the Office of Sensory

Accommodations and Adaptive

Technology in the Division of

Rehabilitation Education Services.

What services does the office provide?

We provide accommodations for students

with sensory impairments and train people

in the use of adaptive technology. Sensory

Accommodations also is a test-taking

center for people who, for whatever

reason, can't take tests in the normal

classroom setting.

What is adaptive technology?

Adaptive technology allows a person to

access a screen or keyboard of a computer

via speech, Braille and enlarging.

How do students qualify for assistance

through your office?

All they do is document their disability

with us, and they are eligible for any

services they require. If you're totally

blind like I am-if I walked into your office,

you'd know that right off-that's all the

documentation we require. However, if a

person with a hidden disability-like a

learning disorder-comes in, we would be

more strict.

Does the office charge for sendees?

Almost unequivocally, if a student is

receiving a reasonable accommodation by

the Ul under the auspices of the Division

of Rehabilitation Education Services, then

there's no charge.

How many students does the office work

with in a typical academic year?

Upwards of 100. There are about 350

people on campus documented as

disabled, although the actual number is

around 500 to 600.

How does the staff work with individual

student?

They really work with them on very

specific things. For instance, right now

we're working with two law students who

are blind. With all of the reading they're

required to do, their needs are prodigious.

There is a lot more time investment

required for a student with a major

disability. Some people wonder if it's

worth it, considering the costs involved,

but, in the long run society will benefit

[from that investment].

As supervisor ofthe office, what are your

main responsibilities?

In a nutshell, I have two main goals: To

oversee the proper and efficient running

of the day-to-day office life in order to

meet the needs of students, and to have a

vision of integration and inclusion and

access of people with disabilities on

campus.

What sorts of things does that vision

include?

Right now if a blind student goes to the

library, the only efficient way to do so is

to bring a reader in. That's not enough.

My goal is for that blind student to have

computers with voice access. I have to

think of ways and implement ways to get

there. Part of that is through education.

Who assists with the day-to-day

operations ofyour office? Tell us about

your staff.

We have a secretary and two computer

specialists who work with adaptive

technologies - procuring it, demonstrating

it and training students to use it.We also

have four quarter-time graduate assistants

who come in and do a lot of the legwork.

They often will find a writer, take tests, or

dictate the test. We also use a lot of

volunteers. This year, a whole sorority

volunteered. They came over and put in

lots of hours. They were great.

What 's your professional background?

I received my undergraduate degree at the

Ul, majoring in Sociology and German. I

got my master's in foreign languages at

the University ofTexas. Before [taking this

job], I taught in Texas for six years. I was

an adaptive skills rehabilitation teacher,

training newly blinded adults.

What do you like most about yourjob?

It's multifaceted and it is so people

oriented. And I know that 10 or 15 years

down the road, what we did can have a

major impact on where a student is

professionally. We can affect them so their

future is different.

What's the toughest part ofyourjob?

The hardest thing for me is that it's a visual

world. Even with the best of

accommodations, I'm still slower at

things. For instance, it's hard to access

Windows on the computer through speech.

Still, you've probably witnessed some

dramatic changes in the arena of

adaptive technologies...

Oh, yes. I taught English as a second

language for five years; all I could do is

type on a typewriter. I had to Braille every

lesson, and my wife had to transcribe it.

Now my secretary can type up something

for me and print it out on a Braille printer.

What takes up most ofyour time outside

of work?

My family. I met my wife in France, when I

was there as an undergraduate. We tried to

set up a program there for people with

disabilities. My wife has rheumatoid

arthritis and uses a wheelchair, and we have

three kids under the age of 8, so we have

lots of challenges at home. It's always

interesting.

Didyour experience as an undergraduate

at the Ul prepare you to be especially

independent, or have you always been a

challenge-seeker?

1 have been blind since birth, but I did most

of what all the other kids did. I got a bike

when my brothers got a bike. I knew I was

blind, although sometimes people like to

paint this picture that there's nothing

wrong with me. I'm not saying it isn't

difficult, but I've always enjoyed myself

and had fun. At the Ul. I was on the

wrestling team. While I was in school, I

went to France one year, and Austria

another year. I snow-skied on the slopes

in Austria.
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Students Tap into Global Resources
Through World Wide Web
BY Ml I ISSA MlTCFFFI.L - RF.PRINT COURTESY of Insidf ILLINOIS

Agriculture students preparing for

successful careers in the 21st

century are learning how to find

the fastest route to the information

superhighway. From the get-go, students

in Agriculture/Human Resources and

Family Studies 101 (one of the college's

early "Discovery" courses that focuses on

contemporary issues in the food, human

and natural resource systems) are required

to become proficient in the use of

computer networking tools. From campus

and departmental computer labs or from

their residences, students quickly learn to

use network browsers such as NCSA
Mosaic™ (developed at the UI) to link to

the course's "Discovery System" home

page on the Internet's World Wide Web.

John Schmitz, Director of the

Agricultural Instructional Media Lab.

which specializes in the creation of Web
documents, said the system was

inaugurated in 1993 and expanded last fall

for use by 475 freshman', he said the

system was created "to experiment with

providing students an 'integrated learning

environment' that provides multiple

resources and capabilities all in one place."

It also was designed as "a method for

capturing more of students'out-of-class

lime and as a way to link students to global

Internet resources." he said.

Students use the Discovery System

dining the first part of the course to learn

networking skills and concepts, as well .is

to explore opportunities for studies and

careers. In addition. Schmitz sank the

system introduces students to "powers of

the mind" by providing guides on such

topics as critical thinking, writing,

communications and problem solving.

Plus, it points them to Internet sites

relevant to various agricultural holds

Si hmitz said the system complements

sunk-ins' printed Discover) Manual, and

is used throughout the semestei as students

learn how to search the Internet for

resoun es
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While many students are attracted to

the system's sophisticated color graphics

and ease of use. Schmitz said it is too soon

to gauge the technology's effects on

learning.

"Evidence is only anecdotal for now."

he said. "I know some students who 'went

to' the Food and Agricultural Organization

at the United Nations server during the

week of Dean Gomes' lecture on Global

Systems." The students were amazed with

the international food statistics available
."

While "generally interested and

intrigued by the technology," many
freshmen still struggle with computer

anxiety and what Schmitz terms

"information overload" having too much

information at their fingertips. To help

alleviate the latter problem. Schmitz said

artist Mary Connors and computer

graphics specialist Aaron Buckley - both

Lab staff members - have developed

"clickable landscape maps" that "organize

information more efficiently, attractivel)

and holisticall) for students."

At last count, the "classes on the Web"

link on the College oi Engineering's home
page indicated that Web sites have been

developed for use in more than 50 other

UI courses across the academic landscape.

In some cases, the pages contain little

more than course descriptions or syllabi.

Others are more complex, and may include

lecture notes, indices of course material.

reading lists and home pages of instructors

and students.

Notable among these is Alfred Hubler's

Physics 101 site Using video projection

units connected to B Silicon Graphics

work-station in his lecture hall, Hubler

actually incorporates the Web material as

part ol inclass instruction.

"So I. a. ii has been successful," he said

"We can oltei the com so as a coherent

package the lecture, the electronic

homework and the labs are hyperlmkcd

and lit together, l'hc student can review

(he lecture material after the lecture.

including movies. sound and

demonstrations, without buying expensive

commercial software."

Using a new program called Ph

designed by Hubler. Lance Arsenauh and

Brian Rogers at the Beckman Institute's

Center for Complex Systems Research.

students are now able to go to the

site to do homework problem

containing sound and other multimedia

features, turn in the homework and have

it graded promptly Hubler said the main

differences between Physica and other

computer grading packages include the

following:

• Easy and fast .:
- students and

faculty at no cost for the software.

• Problem sets that take full advar

of sound and other multimedia features

of high-end personal computers and

high datatransfer rates on the Internet

• Hvperhnked help files of problerr

and lecture notes

• "students" ability to use interactive

draw ing software to produce graphical

material such as vector diagram-

electronic circuits

• Careful analysis oi student answ

based on the most recent complex

systems data analysis techniques,

w bich includes the awarding of partial

credit for answers

Incredibly. Hubler said his course has

"probably one o\ the most active web
servers m the world, with about 15

requests per week" from as far afield as

Germany. Japan. Switzerland. Grc.

Finland and even Chechnya The Phv

grading package "already has high

visibility worldwide" as well, something

Hubler finds extremely surprising "since

we are just developing it and to our

know ledge it has not yet been announced

anywhere

\niMher feature included at the Phv -

101 Web sue is a newsletter, which Hubler

compiles to keep students updated on what's

happening in the course In large part, the
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articles reflect Hubler's commitment to

creating a learning environment that

encourages dialogue between the instructor

and his class. For instance, the current

newsletter includes an article in which

Hubler congratulates students for their role

in changing a 25-year old policy governing

the nightly network interruptions on the

campus's NovaNet system and a note

informing them that their course was

featured in a Daily Illini story. Other articles

indicate where to find solutions to past

hourly exams, a reminder that students have

the option of diong homework on paper "in a

nice, stimulating environment'* if they prefer,

a faculty obituary and a "classified" ad for

"tutors wanted." At the end of the newsletter,

Hubler reminds students that they are

"experiencing the challenges and excitement

of forefront technology." And he concludes,

"This experience will keep you on top."

The message isn't lost on Hubler's

students.

"The response is enthusiastic," he said.

"This semester's drop-out rate was almost

a factor of 10 lower than usual one week

after the first hour exam. The number of

course additions exceeded the drop-outs

so that the net drop-out rate is negative.

This is unheard of for this course."

Further, he said, "class attendance is

high, and many students participate very

actively, developing software and

homework problems for the Web. For

example, Jigar Desai, a student in the class

has written 22 Web homework problems

for his classmates."

Students aren't the only ones who
benefit from using technology, however.

"When the students are enthusiastic, I

am enthusiastic, too," Hubler said. "This

makes teaching fun."

'Round The Clock Discussion
Students, Professors, TA's Continue On-line what begins in the Classroom

by Melissa Mitchell, Courtesy Inside Illinois

UI students hitching a ride on the

Internet may find the road a bit

bumpy at times. They may become

frustrated by occasional detours and dead-

ends, and sometimes they will get lost. But

the instructors who send them on their

electronic journeys are convinced that along

the way, students are picking up invaluable

skills that prepare them to compete in an

information-technology-intensive world.

That's why more and more faculty

members and teaching assistants in a wide

range of disciplines-not just engineering

and technical areas, but in everything from

anthropology to veterinary medicine-are

helping students make the connection that

computer networking skills can be used to

enhance learning in almost any field. And,

the instructors who do this best are the ones

who make a point of equipping their

students with the equivalent of road maps,

operating manuals, flashlights, flares and

tire jacks before telling them to hit the road.

Andrew Wadsworth, a teaching assistant

responsible for a curriculum-and-

instruction course on secondary education

in the United States, held a technology day

in each of C&I 229/240's discussion

sections to familiarize students with

electronic mail, bulletin boards or news

groups, and other network forums and tools.

After receiving hand-outs, as well as hands-

on instruction, students learned how to use

a news group - set up specifically for the

class - to share their fieldwork experience

in area schools with each other and with

the teaching assistants.

Wadsworth said that while many
students enrolled in the course already had

e-mail accounts, they didn't necessarily

have a great deal of experience using the

Internet. In fact, he said, C&I 229/240

students included a fair number of

technophobes.

Wadsworth thinks it's important that

teachers-to-be learn as much as they can

about the technology here and now, so they

will be better equipped to use it to their

advantage when they encounter it later in

their own classroom.

"Our belief is if they're going to be

professionals in the field, they need to get

over these fears and get prepared for the

21st century," he said. "I tell them, 'Do you

realize what you have access to? And you

have it here for free... get familiar with it.'"

At the same time, Wadsworth said, "it's

not something I just left them hanging

with." In addition to holding a technology

day, he monitors student feedback in the

class news group and is available to assist

anyone having problems using the

technology.

While reading or posting messages in the

news group isn't a requirement of the

course, a number of students take advantage

of the forum on a regular basis. Wadsworth

said the news group serves students in this

course particularly well because the

structure of the course limits the amount of

time available for in-class discussion. "In

that we have a lecture and guest speakers,

we seldom have a lot of time to discuss fully

what our individual viewpoints were," he

said. "This is a forum that allows students

to come back and reflect and share after

thinking about the subject for a while."

Wadsworth said he "encourages students

to go out on a limb" in their news-group

discussions. "I want them to say, 'Hey, I

could not believe this teacher said such and

such.' One incident often will spawn 15 to

20 responses." he added, noting that since

anyone with access to UI news groups can

read the forum, he instructs students to

change names of teachers and schools to

keep things anonymous....

Speech communications professor,

Barbara O'Keefe reports, "Using electronic

conferencing also gives students more

control over their own learning and greater

access to resources, whether those resources

are on-line course materials, instructor input

or discussion with other students. This

promotes a more active approach to learning

and greater involvement with the course

material."

The preceding report was taken from an article

that appeared in the April 8,1995 edition ofInside

Illinois.
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From the Hills of Virginia to the Gold of

Barcelona, and Beyond...
By Bill Rlnje

Shawn Meredith knew it was going

to be a good day. On a warm Sep-

tember morning in 1992, he

prepared for the 200-meter race at the

Paralympics in Barcelona, Spain. As

Meredith came out of the holding area, he

felt a rush of adrenaline from the crowd

that jammed the 60.000 seat stadium.

"There were people screaming

everywhere," Meredith remembers. "At

U.S. Track Nationals you'd be lucky if

there were 50 or 60 spectators. (In

Barcelona) the place was packed: there

was a huge screen at the end of the stadium

that you could watch yourself on. It was

really wild."

What Meredith saw on instant replay

was his world class performance. In

addition to winning a gold medal in the

200. he won golds for his part in a world

record setting performance in the 4 x 100

and 4 x 400 meter relays.

The 30-year-old Meredith, who is a

member of the University of Illinois

wheelchair track team, said his Parah mpic

experience was the highlight of his athletic

career.

"(The Paral) mpics I are the pinnacle of

sport for wheelchair athletes." he said. "It

was quite an honor to be picked to go on

that team and to be around so main elite

disabled athletes was really great."

Since he arrived at Illinois in January

o\ 1991, Meredith has accumulated almost

as main awards and accomplishments as

he has miles on his Hack chair. He came

to the university for its wheelchair sports

program and to Ham under track coach

Marty Morse, who has developed main

world class athletes,

Meredith's rugged-looking features

and solid upper-bod) exemplify his stern.

no-nonsense training demeanor In

addition to his trials and tribulations

through the years, the streaks oi grej in

Meredith's short, dark hair reflect a hard

working lifestyle, Morse, for one. was

miek b) his work ethic and dine toexcel

When he first met Meredith, he admits

having low expectations for his humble

prodigy.

"Shawn was sosh\ when I first met him

that I didn't have a full grasp of what an

outstanding athlete he was until I got him

on the (track i rollers a couple of times and

then took him to the track." Morse said.

"Then I realized 'Man t hi ^ gu\ is really

good'."

Meredith's life-style, however, was not

always as regimented as his work-out

schedule is today. His teenage years in the

suburbs of Washington D.C. resembled

something out of Lynyrd Sk\nrd's song

"That Smell"- a lot of partying and not

much else. While faced with many of the

problems that adolescents face. Meredith,

at 1 5. was forced to deal with the death of

his mother.

"i After she passed away i everything

really changed." he said. "I was kind of

on my own at 15. My old man was gone a

lot more: We'd see each other at dinner

and that was about it. I was pretty wide

open, running around, doing a lot of things

I shouldn't have been doing."

After graduating from high school.

Meredith went to work as a construction

w orker. but his partying didn't slow down

much.

I worked for a paycheck to party all

weekend and went to work feeling bad

Monda\ mornings." he said. "That's what

I was doing when I got hurt."

He got hurt in 1984. at the age

dramatically changing his life forever

While working on a building. Meredith fell

and broke his neck at the seventh and

eighth cervical levels After three months

Meredith out ahead ofthe .
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Meredith Continued

of strenuous rehabilitation, he came home

dependent upon the use of a wheelchair.

"I really didn't have any feelings like

'life isn't worth living because I was going

to be in a wheelchair'," he said. "I figured

'If this is the way it is, I can deal with it'."

Intitially, Meredith's hard-edged life-

style stayed the same. He fell in with the

same crowd back home, partying away the

first year after his injury, when he finally

decided to slam on the brakes. Meredith

had come upon one of life's many
crossroads. Either continue to indulge in

an out-of-control trip of self-destructive

partying or start to lead a productive life

as a responsible individual. Using the

continuous bad side effects of hard core

partying as an impetus, Meredith chose the

latter and decided to get the most out of a

potentially fruitful life.

"One day I woke up hungover after a

bad experience with some Rumple Minze

(alcohol) and I thought 'This sucks'," he

said. "Basically, I quit drinking then, I

totally went cold turkey."

At that point, Meredith turned to

wheelchair athletics. Because he had

always enjoyed car and motorcycle racing,

wheelchair racing enticed him.

Consequently, he decided to give it a try.

The sport is a highly-competitive arena

where world class athletes with disabilities

use lightweight, aluminum wheelchairs to

compete.

Meredith soon met Gannett Aistrop at

a race and the two became close friends,

training together while going to three or

four races a year. Eventually, he moved in

with Aistrop in the hills of Virginia.

Moving out of the shadow's of the nation's

capital and all its bad influences helped

Meredith focus on his priorities.

"(Moving) helped me out a lot, being

in a new environment without all the

distractions," he said. "Once I got out on

my own, I was able to develop a better set

of values."

In 1989, Meredith began to assert

himself as a world class racer in the T2

quad-division. Athletes with disabilities

are classified according to their level of

disability. The greater the impairment, the

higher the classification will be for the

athlete because impairment affects one's

mobility. For example, athletes that have

sustained an injury higher on the spinal

cord than Meredith are Tls. On the other

hand, T3s are disabled athletes that have

injuries lower on the spinal cord than

Meredith.

Meredith was named to the United

States development team that identifies

athletes who have the potential to make

the next Olympic team. The following

year, he made the international team and

has been on it every year since, with the

exception of 1993 when he had to take

time off for an internship.

By the time he won the three golds in

Barcelona, Meredith realized he had

arrived at the door of the elite athletes with

disabilities. He credits his experience at

Illinois as the difference in his

performance. "Coming to (U of I) made all

the difference," he said. "I was training on

my own in 1989 and '90, which was

enough to be in the middle of the pack.

Working with Marty, who is a great coach

and a great motivator, helped me take the

next step."

Maybe the most notable of Meredith's

accomplishments is also the one most

overlooked. The leisure studies graduate

student has received the George Huff

award twice. A student-athlete must

maintain a four-point grade point average

or higher for two semesters in a row to

earn the award. This year, he was the only

member of the track team to win the

award.

Meredith's intellectual ability adds to

his success on the track. In a sport where

upper body strength and endurance are

crucial, intelligence also plays an

important part in the winning formula.

"Tactics also come into play," Meredith

said. "You have to be smart and know

what's going on around you. Opponents

will try to (block you out) for someone on

their team coming out of a pack.

Psychological awareness also is a key

because (opponents) will try to mess with

your head by trash talking, so you just have

to block it out and concentrate on what

you're trying to accomplish."

Besides excelling on the track,

Meredith is also a leader on the Fighting

Illini Wheelchair Rugby Team.

Wheelchair rugby is a sport for

quadriplegics and has many similarities to

hockey because of its full contact, violent

nature. The sport is played on a basketball

court with a volleyball. The object is for

the team with the ball to cross the other

team's goal line.

In 1993, he won team and regional

MVP honors while helping lead the team

to the National Championship Tournament

in Tampa. Paige Lewis, the team's coach,

believes Meredith's leadership makes him

a role model for his teammates.

"The younger guys look up to him by

trying to model his behaviors and

abilities," Lewis said. "People like to

emulate his characteristics on-and-off the

court. They want to be as independent as

they can be, because they see what he can

do. They also want to acquire the athletic

skills to be successful because they see

how successful he has been in both track

and rugby."

Morse agrees with Lewis' assessment.

"He's shown that through hard work and

commitment to academic service and

athletics that you can excel and you can

see that with the other athletes," Morse

said. "I look at what a positive influence

he has on (track and rugby teammate)

Norm (Lyduch) and on some of the new

guys coming up."

Lyduch lived with Meredith for two

years and agrees that Meredith has had a

tremendous influence on him. While most

people run to the trainer's office for a dose

of extra-strength Tylenol from the

migraine caused by being a student-

athlete, Lyduch thinks Meredith's desire

for success acts as his anesthetic.

"Ever since I've known (Shawn) he's

played two sports, gone to class and has

(prospered) at each from working hard,"

Lyduch said.

"Most people come to college and want

to party and go out and drink. But he'd stay

home because he knew he had to get up for

his morning workout, and he'd never miss

a workout because of his dedication."

For now, Meredith plans to keep

working hard towards the '96 Paralympics

in Atlanta. After that, he wants to move to

a warmer climate and start a wheelchair

sports program. Long after he has left

Illinois for a balmy setting, his standards

will be used to measure those that come

after him.

"It's rare to find someone like him,"

Morse said. "Every year he sets a new level

for himself. I wish there were more like him."
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Breakaway!
By Scot Hollonbeck

It
was quiet in Wilkes-Barre on Sun-

day the 18th of September. Pennsyl-

vania in early fall is crisp and full of

colorful fall trees, perfect for relaxing. But,

something unusual and far from relaxing

was about to occur in this small city. A
gun was to fire a blank shot into the air,

and with that sound wheelchair racers

from all over the United States would

make their effort for a victory at the 1994

10K National Road Race Championships.

With the firing of that shot the Riverside

Rumble was underway. A 6.2 mile race

that from the gun hosted a lead pack of

over thirty seasoned open male racers,

thirty possible contenders, tightly

jockeying for position in the echelon that

provides aerodynamic advantages for

those who can find a safe haven behind

another racer. Up Franklin street the pack

flew as the fans went wild. The first

thousand meters was a blur as it was

anyone's race.

Many a race and Championship has

been won from the rear, from the "draft".

As a large pack stays together until the

finishing sprint those who have drafted the

most and are rested often win. But, for

those willing to lead to break the wind and

lay their strengths on the line, races have

also been won. Surging away from the safe

haven of the pack lone racers make their

breakaway hoping to hold onto their hard

earned margin of lead until the finish line.

The lead racers also hope that the chase

pack will be slow and unorganized in its

pursuit. When two racers, who know how

to work together break away, trade pulls

into the wind and maximize their

respective racing strengths (i.e. hill climbs,

flat top end speeds), the chase pack can

have a serious problem.

After the first thousand meters of the

1994 10K US Championships the chase

pack had a serious problem. Quickie's

Scot Hollonbeck and the University of

Illinois James Briggs never looked lot |

draft, only a chance to surge away from

the rest of the pack. Al the first turn .unl

hill that chance presented itself, the

breakaway was on. A hard one minute

climb summoning up large amounts of

lactic acid in the shoulders and back, along

with burning lungs, was what it took to

break the draft of the rest of the countries*

contenders and provide that precious few

feet of lead. Climbing in the sport of

wheelchair racing is a hard earned skill

that pays off

.

But, the race was far from over. For three

miles a look over the leaders' shoulders sent

shivers up their bodies as Jeff Muralt. Tom
Sellers, Jim Knuab. Chad Guzman, and the

rest of the chasers were in hot pursuit. The

leaders stayed focused,

thought positive, pulled

for fifty seconds then

called for the switch with

a smooth transition. Like

clockwork, like practice,

no screw-ups, NO FLAT
TIRES, the thoughts are

simple and pure, just get

to that finish line first. At

three and one half miles

Hollonbeck edged

forward to take the

Quickie prime (a prime is

a bonus for the leader at

that point). Winning is a

feeling. Winning is a

result of training and preparation, but it has

its metaphysical moments, its "feelings'*. At

mile four Hollonbeck was having those

winning feelings.

Up Pierce Street, left on Wright, the

race was down to the two. The two who
had been partners, but now with one mile

to go. had to vi\ good-bye to their

partnership as they battled to overcome

each other. Funn> the W»J a race can

evolve through so main relationships and

emotions SS il winds along its grueling

way. Left off of Wright Avenue onto

Market Street there w .is less than one mile

to go toi die now adversaries

Hollonbeck attacked from the rear,

building up speed then gliding the chair

wide of Briggs to make drafting more

difficult. With six feet between them the

long spnnt was on. Heads down and elbows

rising high they cranked out their 120 plus

strokes per minute. But. Hollonbecks arms

were lighter and his stroke more fluid. With

a ten meter lead and 800 meters to go he

knew the race was his. Euphoria set in. The

arms rose higher smashing down into the

ring, driving the speed up 2 mph

and holding. Even Hollonbeck cannot

believe the cateye computer speed reading

When dreams are about to be realized,

reality softens. Who cares what the speed

is, it is working. The crowd fades in and

out of focus, the cheers are mixed and

jumbled as the final climb is made The

burning lungs, and the screaming muscles

are there, but silenced as the future \ ictory

looms into view at the top of the final

climb All the \cars of training, the early

Saturday morning rolls, all the planning,

all the preparation are forgotten, the finish

line is in view One final pickup and the

Shadow Racer is gliding again, seemingly

floating, it rolls along oblivious to friction

and gr.n it\ The arms raise high for the

final time and the nbbon is broken VtctOTJ

is ftwen for that moment The shutter in

35mm camera slams closed and time

stands still Now it is a perfect daj for

relaxing in Wilkcs-Barrc
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Armadillos and Visions of Road Racing

The 1995 Crescent City Classic

By Scot Hollonbeck

Rolling down Tchoupitoulas Street

the day before the race on my way

for a visit to the French Quarter all

of my senses are being stimulated. The

beauty, for me, of The Big Easy, the City

of New Orleans, The Crescent City, begins

to seep back into my soul. From the

moment our "road worthy" 1992 Dodge

Colt started passing the carcasses of

armadillos verses oppossums on the side

of the highway the city was calling me.

The odd posture of the dead armadillos,

20th century sacrifices to the Road God

as they lay there rotting along Highway

55 south with their motionless legs

reaching for the hot Southern sun, was a

symbol. These strange sacrificed animals

strewn along the asphalt in their peculiar

"Death Poses" were symbolic natural

forms of advertising for the exotic herd of

humans which habitat the end of the road

on the flood plains of the Mississippi

Delta. The end of the road for the greatest

river ofAmerica - the end of the road for a

lot of things.

Having first visited New Orleans with

my family when I was eight, I remembered

the heaviness of the air, the tightness of

the old streets and the strange people who

work and live in the Quarter. But, I vividly

remember gawking wide-eyed with jaw

dropping to my belt buckle into the

partially open door of a strip tease saloon

with my twin brother, Sean, and getting

my first view of a set of bosoms, outside

of my mother's which do not count,

moving to a slow rhythmic song which

was much too seductive for 2 p.m. on a

Tuesday afternoon. I was ashamed for

looking at her, yet as a few premature

pubescent urges sprang forward, I was

drawn to this beautiful woman. Years later

the family had a good laugh letting the two

of us in on the fact that she, the dancer,

was a he. This was my first encounter with

the end of the road, The Big Easy.

In 1989, I returned at age 19 not to be

fooled by the city again. I returned to run

in my first National caliber 10K race after

four years of heavy racing and training. I

Start of the Crescent City Classic

was ecstatic to be running in the front pack

for the first time of my career. (It should

be noted that my running career took a

circular twist when I was 14. While out

cross training on a bike ride at 5:20 a.m.

my 11th and 12th thoracic vertebrae and

enclosed spinal cord got a little too

friendly with the hood of a speeding 1978

dark green Dodge Van commandeered by

a first rate "whiskey and Coke" sleeping

captain.) So in 1989 after the first mile, at

four minutes and twelve seconds, of my
first major road race, when I crashed, it

was while rolling not running. This

exchange of wheels for legs was hardly a

noticeable factor in a city where just about

anything is accepted as normal, and a race

where a number of thirty-two thousand

runners are dressed in bizarre costumes.

Since 1989, 1 have returned to the Big

Easy many times to compete in wheelchair

racing. I have seen success in New
Orleans. At the 1992 U.S. Olympic Track

and Field Trials, I made the U.S. Team.

But, the road race victory has always

eluded me.

Twice I have been eluded of the win at

painfully close margins. This year was also

a painful race. Being sidelined, after a

grueling five month injury, I watched the

small but solid field of racers warming up

and assembling at the start line as a

spectator, not a racer.

Before I go on with the race, a moment

of reflection is necessary for what I call

"The Buttsore Blues". For five months I

have lived in denial, guilt and humiliation

for being subjected to a disability related

health problem, a pressure sore. I always

assumed I would never get a pressure sore.

I thought I could be smarter than "those

people" who dealt with pressure sores, that

I would never be so careless. After all. I

took good care of myself: exercised, ate

right, sat on a good cushion, cut my
pockets off my jeans, wore lycra and

polypropalene most of the time, and

prevention is "ninety percent of the cure".

I was just too smart, or so I thought.
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Other non disability related injuries:

broken arms and shoulder bursitis I had

endured with pride and a fervor to return

to racing stronger. But, the unknown slow

healing of a pressure sore ate away at my

self-image, my perception of who I was.

It ate at me daily. I felt like "life" was

slipping through my fingers. Week after

week of lying flat on my stomach with no

results, with friends helping with meals

and chores. I was hopeless.

I was showering rarely so as not to upset

the dressings. But still there was no

healing, nothing was happening, as if the

wound had given up. The cells no longer

migrated together to heal the open area. I

was at a loss as to what to do. Imprisoned

in my house I crawled around dealing with

mainly internalized, self-created guilt of

failing others. I tried to smile and laugh,

but I was being eaten away emotionally.

Weeks of religiously committed healing

only resulted in a reoccurrence of the same

injury when I started sitting again. No

work, no training, no social life. The lack

of guaranteed quantifiable positive

outcomes drove me insane

An expert doctor ami mv pei--oii.il

research gave me new hope and a new

plan. But, I was still "losing it". At one

point I was so starved lot something new

and different, outside of the walls that

surrounded me that I shaved my head bald.

Then finally the buttsore healed again. The

first time it had healed, u immediately

reopened. After two months of dressing,

the Ultraviolet lights, the electric

stimulation, flotation mattresses, and

protein drinks. It healed again, this time I

was hoping for good. I learned much about

myself, but hope to never return to that

educational program known as, "The

Buttsore Blues"

I chose to spend my first few days of

freedom in New Orleans. Having m>

doctor's "Okay". I left the confining walls

of my house for Jack Kerouac's "road".

Far from a Fifties Beat Nick. I was up for

any adventure. But, racing was to much

to ask for. As the memories of my past

few months faded back out of my mind. I

pulled my attention and focus unto the

starting line where the racers had

assembled for the start.

My anxiety and tension rose Mj

craving for the "perfect race", even though

I was sidelined was mounting as the

signaling horn went up in that last pre-start

moments ih.it stand still at the start.

M\ soul mate, Debbie, could sense mj

desires She had carried me as I fell from

the 1994 U.S. IOK National Champion to

bed ridden, cr.iw ling, out of shape "raccr-

w.inna-be" I had not felt the hard but

fulfilling resistance of the road under m\

w heels for w hat felt like four reincarnated

lives. She put her hand on m\ shoulder,

sharing the pain she knew I felt, w Inch w .is

a blessing she w ill ne\ er know As the horn

blew its loud and screeching call into the

air, we blasted off the starting line, in what

we thought was the lead vehicle. I cursed

my coach for talking me out of competing.

With the sun burning the last of the

morning haze out of the sky and the air

standing dead calm, the racers came

pounding in close pursuit of our vehicle. It is

amazing to watch those First 100m of

acceleration from to 20 mph. The "Big

Dogs" of racing were already picking and

edging their way to the front of the pelatoa

Pushing the pace early in a race that is over

22 short minutes after it starts. Happy to be at

least in the lead vehicle and free of the usual

daily New Orleans rain. I made a mental note

to thank Renee Delatore. the race director

and a friend who got me the ride.

I was glad to give Debbie an up close

play by play of the race as it unfolded its

tale through the tight streets of the French

Quarter past Canal Street and Poydras with

ferns hanging lazily from wrought iron

balconies As those not prone to physical

exertion sipped mocha and watched

through the rising steam from their cups

wondering what possess Road Racers to

do what the> do. With the racing chairs

going up on two wheels as they tried to

hold tight to the road, coming off of

Tchoupitoulas onto Julia street with

Adams. Badid. Iniguez. Mattern. and

Jctter wagering for an early break awa\

Iniguez's left trice;- mp.

It was e\ ident as his fluid stroke began to

get choppv probabh from spending to

much time at the easel in his new job as a

high school an teacher As Jctter also fell

off the pack, just returning to full training

after a ncarh two year racing hiatus, the

race was dow n to just three.

\- the "shotgun houses'" of Prytania

Street gave waj to more lavish "garden

homes" further dow n Pn. tania. Badid and

Adams pulled away Their intermittent.

short but btutlt, speed attacks tightening

a more c\en paced Jan Mattern. But as the

race rolled on down Pn tania the pavement

smoothed out between Louisiana and

Jefferson, with grand sprawling

old oaks dosing in the sun. Mattern closed

a sizable gap to join the leaders again in

the magnificent Audobon Park With the

three together again the winner would be

decided in the final meters of the I
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Iniguez after race, nursing his aching arms.

The final phase of the race wound its

way past thousands of cheering fans to the

finish line, where a rested Badid cranked

up his powerful French National Team

sprint for his third major win of the year.

Canada's Jeff Adams finished in close

second and the U.S.'sYon Mattern in third.

(This seems to be about the best finish

America can muster this season.)

As all the racers stroked their chairs

under the finishing banner and knew the

success of a hard earned days exercise and

competition, I looked into their sweating

faces, heard them recount their tales

of effort and create or attempt to

capture the reality of their

experiences. As we listened to live

music and ate steaming crawfish

and spicy jambalaya with over

thirty thousand runners, their

families and friends at the best post-

race party in the country, I had to

hear the stories. I especially had to

hear the stories of the lead racers

since that "Cool Press Pass" I

received only got Debbie and I a 50

mph ride over the course in the

"clearing vehicle", not the "lead

vehicle," which stays with the race

leaders the whole race. So, we saw

none of the race.

Oh well, as if a first hand

viewing would allow me to tell the

stories of the leaders, or "capture"

the "real" story anyway. There are

as many "real" versions of the

actual story of the 1995 Crescent

City Classic as there are

competitors, spectators, viewers,

and retellings. The stories will be

told and retold, and the "real" story

will just keep changing.

For me, the story had Hollonbeck in his

Black Shadow racing chair, with electric-

blue discs covering his wheels. He was

holding mile after mile at a brutal pace.

Wearing everyone down and finishing

alone, for a new course record. Debbie was

in the lead vehicle the whole time, and I

even had the guts to suck crawfish brains

at the post race party. Did I mention the

prize money was tripled?

Maybe next year I will hear my story.

Word is the Bayou Chapter of the PVA,

who already make the chair division what

it is, want to "make things even better".

With the 1996 race on my calendar,

Debbie and I melted into the Bourbon

street accompanied by Rafeal and Kay

Ibarra. I remember Debbie saying to me

"I guarantee a couple hundred dollars of

charged plastic and a few hours of

shopping will make you feel better, and

straighten out this strange version of the

race you keep mumbling about." I

succumbed to the pressure and tried the

shopping narcotic idea along The River

Walk Mall. It actually dulled the pain (I

made a mental note to tell my mother she

may be correct on this shopping issue). I

realize my coach, Marty Morse, was also

right in discouraging me from racing half

prepared. But, my heart and my mind

dream of the road. The return to the

endless pavement rolling underneath me,

the miles of training returning me to my
racing zone.

As we drive North leaving the city

where one can feel life in the weight of

the air, smell life all around, and see life

in its diversity, I dream and plan of my
next return to the Big Easy. We pass the

sacrificial armadillos and I swear, with the

legs frozen upward in death, one of the

beady rotting eyes blinked at me.

Laughing at my dream to return to his

god-the road. When I drive south on

highway 55 next April, I have marked my
map to run over that mocking dead

armadillo. Because I will have also made

my sacrifice to the road.

Scot Hollonbeck is a member of Team

Quickie, a wheelchair racer, and a

graduate student at the University of

Illinois. Trainingfor the 1996 Paralympic

Games he also speaks publicly and writes

freelance.

Committed to you,

your family and your

community.

BUSEY BANK
Member FDIC
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Terror on The Tundra
aUSin

By Mike Rembis

I

was roused from my restless slumber

by blaring horns and the incessant

beat of a corps of drummers. What the

hell?, I thought as I reluctantly rolled over

to check the time, 8:30. The music

continued as I lay motionless, trying to

shake the cob-webs from my mind. Why's

there a marching band playing outside my
bedroom window?, I thought. There isn't

a game today.

After a quick shower and a bite to eat I

was out the door, and on my way to the

gym. The bright sun gleamed in the crystal

blue sky and the air was as still as a cat

just before it pounces on its prey. It can't

be Halloween weekend, I thought.

Where's the freezing rain and the gale-

force winds. Am I still in Champaign? It

was so nice out that I completely forgot

about the marching bands. That is, until I

rounded the corner and saw the street

crowded with several hundred kids dressed

in funny outfits. A sea of multi-colored

band members stretched out, for what

seemed like miles, in both directions. This

is interesting, I thought. I've never really

been part of a parade.

After a few minutes of clever

maneuvering I arrived at the gym, ready

to report on the 5th Annual "Terror on the

Tundra" tournament. My first question, I

thought, would be; Why "Terror on the

Tundra?" I figured it had something to do

with the weather, but I had to be sure. I

immediately stopped the first person who
I thought appeared to be qualified to

answer this difficult question. Norm
Lyduch, co-captain of the team from the

University of Illinois, was more than

happy to oblige me. He quickly responded.

"The weather." "But it's beautiful out," I

said. "Yeah, we got lucky this year.

Usually it's much worse by this time of

year," Lyduch added as he transferred to

his rugby chair.

With the origin of the terror on the

tundra cleared lip, I set out to do some real

reporting, I mingled about the players

hoping to overhear that one little bit <>l

information that would give me the

"scoop" I was looking for, but all I heard

were complaints about those damn
marching bands.

"I had to push here all the way from

Rehab!," said Brad Johnson, a third-year

member of the U of I team.

I finally found someone who was
willing to discuss something other than the

weather or the marching bands, and when

I asked Bill Renje, also a member of the

U of I team, how he felt about the

competition at this year's tournament, he

said, "We were kind of looking forward

to the two teams from Minnesota coming

down, but we should have our hands full

with Tennessee."

"So, you think your chances are pretty

good this weekend," I asked.

"Yeah, like I said, our toughest game

should be against Tennessee," Renje said.

This year's field was comprised of

teams from, Chicago, Tennessee, Wright

State University, Milwaukee and of course

the University of Illinois. With Chicago

and Milwaukee both experiencing

transitional periods and Wright State still

becoming acquainted with the intricacies

of the game; the real match-up looked as

if it would be between the National

Champion. Tennessee Quad Crushers and

the University of Illinois Fighting Illini.

who had experienced success at both the

regional and national level.

For the most part, the first day of the

tournament passed without incident.

Tennessee and the U of I showed their

depth by defeating their opponents with a

number of different line-ups. The most

exciting game of the first da) occurred

between the Milwaukee Wave and the

Wright State Raiders. The game ended up

going into 4 overtime periods and was

finally decided 00 a goal scored b\ no 5

On Wright State. Vi Yor.isane. The goal put

Wright State ahead 39-38, and the\ held

on to win. Wright Slate's \ ictorx OVtf I

in. ike shift Milwaukee team turned out to

be i valuable learning experience for I

group of individuals that seem to have a

bright future ahead of them.

The match-up everyone was waiting for

took place Sunday morning. I am. of

course, referring to the game between the

teams from the University of Illinois and

Tennessee. The game was intense from the

beginning, w ith Tennessee jumping out to

a quick five-point lead. The Illini fought

hard, but they could not break the five-

point barrier that the Quad Crushers

established at the outset. Tennessee was

up by eight at the half. The Fighting Illini

got off to a rough start in the third quarter

and Tennessee extended their lead to ten.

When the Quad Crushers took out Lee

Moore-the tournament MVP- L of I made

a slight come back . but it was too little.

too late. The team from Tennessee proved

to be too much for some of the newer U
of I players to handle. When it got close.

Tennessee put Moore back in and pulled

away for a final time. The Quad Crushers

ended up winning by 9 points. 40-31.

Tennessee's dominance of the

tournament was illustrated by the fact that

they received 5 out of 8 personal awards

and walked awaj with the first place

trophy. The Fighting Illini and the Chicago

Cruisers finished in second and third place

respectively The all-tournament team

shaped up as follows ( 5) Eddie Crouch.

Tennessee. ( 1 .0) Bart Dodson. Tenne-

(15) Donnie Sweeton. Tennessee.
I

Cliff Chunn. Tennessee. (2 5) Shawn

Meredith. Illinois. \ iron Pow less.

Milwaukee. (3 S) Vi vbrasaae, Wright

State University. The tourname-

V.ihiable Player award went to Lee Moore

of the Tennessee Quad Crushers

Overall the 5th Annual Terror on the

Tundra turned out to be a positive

experience for even one involved T

1 ewis, Shelly Houlihan and all of the

\ oluntcers should be commended for a job

well-done Hopefully, the weather will be

as nice as it was this \c.u for the next

tournament Win knows. thc\ ma> even

have to change the name of the

tournament 1 doubt it
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A History of the Wheelchair Sports Program
By Bill Renje

B
uilding sports equipment out of

muffler tubing is not the most

promising way to achieve success.

In 1981. however. Brad Hedrick had no

choice. With little help from the university

and no sponsorship from wheelchair

manufacturers, the head coach for the

Fighting Illini wheelchair basketball teams

sought out the most efficient and productive

means for making a light-weight sportschair.

"We had an undergraduate student that

designed a chair out of three-inch muffler

tubing." Hedrick recalled recently. "Red's

Muffler Shop built those frames. The

interesting thing is that those chairs were the

most desirable. If you didn't have one of

those chairs, you had to use a 35 pound, 25-

year-old Everest & Jennings."

The athletic program for students with

disabilities has undergone a tremendous

evolution since its birth in 1948. Under

Hedrick's predecessor Tim Nugent, the

program was implemented to give students

with disabilities equal access to the academic

resources and athletic opportunities of

campus life at Illinois.

Nugent planted the seeds for wheelchair

basketball in 1949 when Chanute Air Force

Base hosted the first National Wheelchair

Basketball Association Championship. In

the mid-late eighties, the program expanded

to include track and rugby.

Whereas individuals with varying

disabilities compete in track, basketball is

played by individuals with substantial upper-

body mobility. Rugby, on the other hand, is

geared towards quadriplegics whose
disabilities prevent them from having the

mobility necessary to be effective in

basketball.

Track coach Marty Morse, who played

basketball under Hedrick in the early 1980s,

remembers the rigors of putting on

exhibitions for funding while playing in his

everyday chair.

"It was a very Spartan's life," Morse said.

"We went on road trips across the Northeast

to raise money for the program with

anywhere from three to six people to a room.

"In 1 983, we played for the national title

and I broke my (wheelchair) frame. It took

six weeks before I got the part for it.

Meanwhile, there was no other chairs to use;

the program only had one or two chairs and

you weren't allowed to use them. Luckily,

someone on my floor had an old clunker I

could use."

The lack of quality equipment hurt the

workout habits of the athletes. According to

six-time Boston Marathon winner Jean

Driscoll, many athletes did not work out.

"We had four athletes that came in here

and worked out on a daily basis," Driscoll

said. "The commitment was there, but the

equipment was not top-of-the-line. There

just weren't that many people interested

because they weren't aware of the program,

and the potential for success."

Thanks in part to the efforts of Hedrick

and Morse, the program no longer worries

about dealing with Red's Muffler Shop. In

1985, the sports program evolved even

further when the Rehabilitation Education

Program was added to the list of university

programs. Hedrick not only had to coach,

but teach and do the research expected by

someone on the tenure track.

"At that point it became impossible to do

the type of fundraising that was needed,"

Hedrick said. "We were given a budget off

the department endowment that gave the

athletes the opportunity to travel more

without the hassles of fundraising.

"The division realized there was a need for

more staff. That's when we hired Marty on a

full-time basis. That was one of the most

critical benchmarks of this program. We hired

Marty, and all his expertise, to complement

me and that allowed us to expand in real

quality - basketball, track and later on, rugby."

In addition, the sports program enjoys

sponsorship from Eagle Sportschairs and has

enough funding to remain a viable force in

the modern world of Wheelchair Sports.

Eagle gives the program lightweight chairs,

weighing 15 to 25 pounds, that are used by

the athletes in basketball and track.

The program's third major sport,

wheelchair rugby, also is supplied by Eagle

at a substantial discount from the $2,000

price tag that accompanies each cromolv

chair. The manufacturer also helps pay a

significant amount towards the equipment's

maintenance. Thirtv out of the 300 students

on campus compete in the program while

1 1 are dual sport athletes in either track and

basketball or track and rugby.

Besides Hedrick's aggressiveness in

pursuing support from the University. Morse

believes the production of great athletes in

the mid-to-late 1980s led to the increase of

funding for the program.

"I think we started manufacturing great

athletes which attracted wheelchair

companies to us." Morse said. "Companies

like Eagle started giving us more equipment.

I credit the support of Eagle (which started)

in 1986 and 1987 as the most significant

contribution to this program."

The growth of the program became two-

fold. While pursuing a quality education,

more and more athletes came to the school

to follow the trail of some of the most

successful wheelchair athletes in the world.

Moreover, the program itself has become a

foundation for success.

The success on the racing circuit by U of

I Athletes such as Ann Cody, Jean Driscoll,

Kevin Orr and later Scot Hollonbeck and

James Briggs spurred the growth of the

program by drawing funding and national

attention from companies like Converse.

Cody is currently a sports program

planner for the 1 996 Paralympics in Atlanta.

Driscoll is one of the Assistant Coaches for

the U of I, while Orr is a recreational

therapist and the coach for the Birmingham.

Alabama rugby team. Briggs and Hollon-

beck are both professional athletic staff

members for the U of I track team.

The gym at the Division now offers the

athletes an abundance of weight and exercise

machines to train as world-class athletes.

The workout facilities at the center are

unmatched by any other university with a

program for athletes with disabilities.

The state-of-the-art facility provides

individuals with varying disabilities the

chance to workout with free and machine

weights, arm ergonometers to increase

upper body strength and endurance, and

Stationary track rollers. In addition to the

expertise of Morse and Hedrick, graduate

assistants provide training and assistance to

the athletes.

'..-I, (/ .•/; page 28
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Quad Rugby: The Year in Review
By Shawn Meredith

Talesfrom thefront lines. . . no check-

in required... traveling quadriple-

gic group setting the pace in

nationwide airport tour. . . "uh-huh we got

lost again"... horrible rumblings in the

tunnels beneath 'Hare. .. "Are you boys

with the circus or something ? ".
. . the view

from the best seat in the house. .

.

At this season's pre-season quad rugby

team meeting Brad "Beavis" Johnson was

anxiously awaiting his turn to speak. Beavis,

it seems, was visited by an apparition in the

wee hours of the morning after a particularly

lengthy session of "Doom III." As he lay

there, eyes focused on some distant place

only he can visit, Beavis saw Druelsiclees,

an ancient Romanian deity whose domain

included a game quite similar to today's

spoil of quad rugby.

Beavis was obviously moved by this

encounter. As he recalls his experience,

Beavis was shaking and you could almost

see orbits circling his head. The audience

sat in awe as Beavis delivered his verbatim

recollection of Druelsiclees' prophecy:

the 1994-95 incarnation of the University

of Illinois Quad Rugby squad would

advance to the National Championship in

Denver, Colorado and vindicate the

slaughter that occurred during the

infamous 1993 tournament.

Could this be possible? All indications

at the beginning of the season said "Yes!!"

For the first time ever, the Illini team

gained more talent than was lost through

graduation. Gerard Broeker was the only

member of the 1993-94 squad that would

not be returning. Broeker left the U of I

with a communications degree and the

promise (if a lucrative future in

telemarketing.

The transfei ofDenny Wesemann from

Elgin Community College gave the team

some badly needed speed and ball

handling ability Ian Rice, a U of I Varsity

gymnast who broke ins neck during i

practice routine, joined the team after

lilting in on a couple ol practices Both of

these guys are class 2's which helped to

give the team a more normal distribution

across the classification range.

The season started with the familiar

pre-season conditioning and heat stress

laboratory in the Armory. The new indoor

track and field facility is quite nice to train

in, but is not equipped with air

conditioning. These sessions give a valid

indication of the team's conditioning level

and areas that need attention in subsequent

regular season practices. Maybe the

prophecy of Druelsiclees was true. Only

time and tournaments would tell.

The first tournament of the season was

the Fifth Annual "Terror on the Tundra"

Quad Rugby Tournament which is covered

elsewhere in this edition of Sigma Signs.

Shortly after this successful tourney. Norm
Lyduch came to practice obviously

troubled. When asked what was wrong

Norm said that he had been awakened

from his rest by the voice of Mikkelonio.

another ancient sports pundit. He forecast

a horrible, cataclysmic incident that would

cause "Colorado to end up in Florida and

Tennessee to move a great distance North ."

The team paid little attention to Norm's

soliloquy, attributing this vision to the

jalapeno and anchovy pizza he ate before

retiring to bed.

It became apparent that this prophecy

may have significance in terms of rugbv

when the team received the next United

States Quad Rugbv Association (USQRA)
Newsletter. It seems that the regions had

been restructured to prevent (at least for a

while) the top two teams in the U.S. from

being in the same region. Defending

National champ Tennessee w .is moved to

the sparsely populated North Central

region. This move created a vacuum in the

Southeast region with perennial

powerhouse I'amp.i all alone on top

Colorado look the opportunity to till this

void and perhaps qualify for the National

tournament in this weakened region

Could this be the work ol Mikkelonio }

With the addition of Tennessee, the

North Central region became even more

competitive. The Illini would have to work

hard individually and as a team in order

to play in the National tournament.

Newcomers Wright State University and

Columbus increased the regional pool to

eight teams; Illinois would have to place

first or second at the regional tournament

to qualify for the big show.

To prepare for regionals. the Illini

traveled outside of the Midwest to gain

experience playing against different teams

The first tournament of the Spring

semester was an invitational in Toronto

that was comprised mostly of all-star

teams from the U.S. and Canada. In fad,

Illinois was the only 'real'" team in

attendance.

To kick the tournament off in Fine

fashion. Head Coach Paige Lewis was

informed that the Eagle Tornado rugby

chairs we use had been ruled illegal by the

sagacious tournament director He claimed

that the Eagle chair had an illegal "hooking

device" that gave the user an "unfair

mechanical advantage" After much
debate, the officials decided that the chairs

would be "legal" if the offending "hooking

device" was covered with a heinous mess

of duct tape and foam padding This fiasco

set the pace for the first two games of the

tournament.

The Illim's first opponent was the

Canadian National team What a way to

start!! The game was not pretty so in the

interest of decenev I « ill merely say that

Canada was victorious Next up was the

Riff-Raff. I composite team made up of

plavcrs from Minnesota. North Dal

Chicago, and San Antonio This game had

practically the same outcome as the

prc\ ious one but this actually would •

in Illinois' favor at regionals

\fter losing I hotlv contested game to

Colonies "B". Illinois reallv picked up the

level of plav. started working more

effective!) as i team, and defeated their

last three opponents (including a rematch

w ith Colonies "B ") This tournamen'

lemvtgptge
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Quad Rugby continued

a valuable learning tool that enabled the

Illini to match up with numerically

superior teams and emerge victorious.

In February, the team ventured South

to the Andy Beck Classic Tournament in

Corpus Christi, Texas. Eight of the top

teams in the US were on hand for a

weekend of upsets and overtimes. The

Illini 's first game of the tournament was a

six overtime behemoth against the

Berkeley Quadzilla. This is a well

established team who is a perennial

contender for the National title. Illinois

emerged from the game victorious 54-53.

This game set USQRA records for the

longest game ever played, the most

overtime periods in a single game, and

most points scored (combined) in a single

game.

Immediately
following the

marathon
Quadzilla game,

the Illini were

scheduled to play

number one seed

Tampa. The starting

lineup was pretty

well spent so Coach

Lewis used various

lineups to give the

starters a much
needed rest and the

bench some real

game experience.

Tampa was
victorious 39-16.

Illinois began

the second day of

competition with a

win over the

Houston
Hurricanes and

were looking for

another upset

against second seed

Sharp Shadow. It

was the Illini 's

Shawn Meredith

who would be upset

this time as one of

Sharp's henchmen

fouled Meredith on

a breakaway goal,

sending him to the

floor. The collective team stitch count was

raised to 15 for the season after Pedro the

massage therapist demonstrated one of his

many talents as he closed the wound on

Meredith's chin. Meredith sat at the end

of the bench for the remainder of the game,

eyes spinning wildly and muttering

unintelligible remarks. Sharp won the

game 45-26.

The Illini had played well enough to

qualify for the third and fourth place game

where they would meet the San Antonio

Scorchers. The two teams traded goals

fairly evenly through most of the game,

but the deeper bench of the Scorchers was

able to wear down Illinois and win 33-32.

The trip to Corpus Christi was a good

final tune-up for regionals. In quad rugby

the whole season is based on performance

at the regional tournament. A team can do

well and move on to post-season play, or

do poorly and go home to dust off the

tennis chair.

The teams all left for Corpus Christi

International airport at approximately the

same time and created total confusion for

the crews of the only two flights leaving

for civilization. During the flight home,

Meredith experienced some sort of

lingering effects of the two formidable

blows to the head he received over the

weekend. He sat slumped against the

window and blew spit bubbles as he

seemingly watched a private screenplay

unfurl on the wing. Later he divulged the

plot of this little illusion.

Meredith relived the details of his

vision on the long ride back to Champaign

from the Indianapolis airport. It seems that

Druelsiclees and Mikkelonio used to be

#



partners in an ancient sporting

organization that was the fastest growing

phenomenon in its realm. However,

Druelsiclees made some unwise and

imprudent decisions that caused great

strife among the great powers. Bungolio,

the great and terrible one, put a terrible

hex on Druelsiclees. From that point

forward, everything Druelsiclees said

would turn false. This revelation came as

a horrible shock to the team as even the

most cynical, non-believers were starting

to believe in the prophecy of Beavis'

peculiar vision.

As the regional tournament

approached, the guys worked extra hard

to try to ward off the hex of Druelsiclees.

The team was well prepared to face the

foes that lay between them and the bid to

Nationals.

The 1995 North Central Regional

Tournament was held in Evanston, IL on the

campus of Northwestern University.

Illinois' first opponent was the Chicago

Cruisers. The Til ini drew first blood against

their in-state rival and managed to hold the

Cruisers scoreless for the first quarter

eventually winning 30-13. Next up would

be a victory over the Minnesota Gophers, a

team that underwent major renovations in

the offseason and was in a rebuilding phase.

The most anticipated game of the

weekend occurred between Illinois and the

newly formed Minnesota Ice. Ice was

comprised of the remnants of the North

Dakota Wallbangers. some ex-members of

the Gophers, and new recruits. The Illini

had faced an approximation of this team

in Toronto earlier in the season (remember

the "Riff-Raff'7) Anyhow, it was rumored

that these cretins had already purchased

their plane tickets to go to Nationals based

on the beating they gave the Illini in

January. Bad nunc

Illinois came out ready to play hard and

built a lead from the opening tip. Denny

Wesemann and Shawn Meredith set the

pace combining for 20 of the 24 first half

points. The awesome offensive tactics and

aggressive defense of Bill Renje and Paul

LeVasseur contributed to the sizable lead

amassed by the third period. Chad Hebel

and Ian Rice were able to come in to the

game and keep hammering away at the

scoreboard. The Illini melted the Ice's hopes

of going to Nationals with a 46-25 victory.

As the qualifiers for the National

tournament were already set. the regional

championship was anticlimactic. Illinois

met Tennessee on Sunday morning for a

41-25 thrashing at the hands of the

defending National champs.

After Spring Break the team returned

to ready themselves for the 12 team

National tournament. The playoff structure

slowly fell into place as the five other

regions completed their qualifying

tournaments. However, the dark shadow

of Druelsiclees fell upon the Illini once

again as Mikkelonio spoke to Paul

LeVasseur during an intense game of

Scrabble. Paul attempted to relay the

statistical improbabilities and seeding

errors that Mikkelonio spoke of to the

other members of the team, but they all

sat there mesmerized by his words and

unable to respond. Finally he said "It's

gonna suck!" and received some nods and

grunts from the audience.

When the official seeding chart and

tournament schedule was received, it was

immediately apparent that Mikkelonio had

intervened once again to thwart the best

intentions of the Illini. The first game for

Illinois would be a rematch with regional

champion Tennessee Unfortunately, the

end result was the same

The Casa Colina Buccaneers were the

team that the Illini would have to defeat in

order to advance into the championship

round of the lop eight teams Illinois plaved

a good game, but the team was obviousl)

having problems with the thinner oxygen

concentration at Denver's altitude. The

game was tied at the half and again at the

end of regulation time. This meant doom for

the exhausted Illini as they were thrashed in

the overtime period by the deeper

Buccaneers. The final score was 3-^

The dream season that the Illinois team

had experienced up to this point seemed

to evaporate as they entered the four team

"also played" round. Things kept getting

worse as the Illini lost the first game to

>n A game against Colorado enabled

the Illini to chalk the team's first ever win

in a National championship tournament.

The final game of the season would be

against the New York Strykers. Strangely

enough, this would be the only team with

a 3.5 player that the Illini would meet at

the entire tournament. Renje and Meredith

were anxious to applv the "Tag Team"

defense to New York star Angelo
Mongiovi. Illinois was able to control the

tempo of the game throughout to emerge

triumphant 33-3 1 Unfortunately, the scrub

round was formatted so that a tie in the

standings would be resolved by a point

differential tiebreaker. Illinois needed to

win the final game bv o points to place

ninth at the tournament, but once again

thev were foiled b> the tiebreaker finishing

eleventh.

The Nationals experience was

disappointing after such a stellar regular

season However, the Illini were able to

command respect from teams that once took

them for granted. The improved pi..

Chad Hebel and Ian Rice coupled with the

experience of returning players will serve

to keep the Illini bench in the hunt for the

National title As far as our p- Tom
the past are concerned. Beavis

reportcdlv challenging them to a game of

Doom IV with winner take all"

Thank you dr\

HiStOry Continued

Athletes with disabilities at the

University of Illinois are to wheelchair

sports what the I'niversity of Sotre Dame
is to college football. Both programs have

dominated intercollegiate athletics

In tin- tusi lour months ot 1995, the

Men's basketball team won its sixih National

?8 SKMA^S9fHS

Championship in ten years and finished

I Ith in an open dh ision comprised of more

than 150 teams The rugbv team, the onlv

collegiate threat in a sport dominated bv

community teams, finished llth in the

countrj aftei qualifying fa Nationals. Jean

Driscoll won hoi si\ih straight Boston

ihon The notoriety and lmag,

w heelchair athletics has tfeadil) been on the

rise in recent years, Nit still has a long

to venture to achieve equality with

mainstream athletics
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Women's Wheelchair Basketball Update
by Theresa Ferguson

For the Women's Fighting Illini

Wheelchair Basketball Team, the

1994-1995 season was one that

was full of growth. The team was led by

the experience and strength of captain

Margaret Stran. There were also three

starters who were first or second year

players. For such a young team, the season

was a respectable one.

The season started with some injuries

and a period of adjustment within the

team. The year began with a loss to the

Southern Illinois

University Men's

team, the next

game was a win

against Ball State

University. The

first Women's
tournament that

was played, the

woman had strong

wins against

Chicago RIC, and

Wright State

University as well

as a close loss to

the Minnesota

Timberwolves.

The pivotal

point in the season

came with a strong

performance and a

win against a

men's team from

North East Kansas. From that point on,

the team continued to make strong

improvements leading into Nationals. The

National Championships took place in

Albuquerque, New Mexico. Going in to

the tournament, the Fighting Illini were

ranked first. After going through the round

robin undefeated, the semifinal placed the

Illini against the Minnesota

Timberwolves. A strong game was played

and unfortunately the Illini lost by six

points. In the consolation final, the Illini

played a strong game against Mexico City

and finished Nationals in Third place. The

team had many personal successes as well,

placing three players, Margaret Stran,

Tracey Ferguson and Ruth Nunez, on the

First All-tournament team.

With the season done, and preparation

beginning, the team with more experience

together will be entering the 1995-1996

season with an improved and more
experienced team.

#
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Men's Wheelchair Basketball Update
by Derek Brown

Sweet victory! After losing to the

University of Texas-Arlington

Movin' Mavs for three consecutive

seasons. Illinois finally ended the Mavs'

streak. In the process, the Fllini won their

first Intercollegiate Wheelchair Basketball

National Championship in five years. 47-45.

The title game between the two rivals could

arguably be the best finish in the history of

intercollegiate wheelchair basketball. The

game ended with Illinois' Rob Knight

connecting on a last-second shot.

En route to their

intercollegiate title,

the Illini had one of

the best seasons in

the history of

Illinois wheelchair

basketball. The

Illini began the

season ranked 1 8th

in the open division

of the National

Wheelchair
Basketball
Association. They

got off to an

excellent 10 and 2

start. showing

improvement in

both offensive and

il e f e n s i v e

execution.

After a strong

fourth place finish

at the Bluegrass

I in i t a I i o n a I

Tournament in

February, the Illini

were well on their

way. With the

confidence still

lingering from

Bluegrass. the

Illini would go on

to win the

Midwest dh ision

.mil Regional

fburnament over

the St, i ouis

Rams. With the

title win over the Mavs and a "sweet

sixteen" berth in the NWBA Sectional

Tournament, Illinois would finish the

season with a No. 1 ranking. The last time

the Illini were ranked in the top ten was

twenty-five years ago; the same year they

won the NWBA championship.

In 1994-95. the Illini finished with a

record of 21 and 9. The Illini's season

came to an end in a 57-55 loss to

Wisconsin at the Sectional Tournament in

Arkansas on March I 1th. Although the

Illini did not get past the Sectional

Tournament, in the open division they

accomplished their foremost objective,

winning the Intercollegiate Title. The

squad will be riding high on that victor)

well into next season.

Hi iwever, the Illini will say "good-bye"

to three of this season's eight player*

Seniors. Josh Fabian. Mike Prescott and

Eastman Tiu will be missed. Illinois i

much thanks to these guy s for their many

contributions o\er the years.

34
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40
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PLAYER

Peak Brown

Keith Davis

[osh Fabian

[amie Nance

Mike Prescott

I astman fin

Rob Knight

HOMETOWN
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Racing Towards Atlanta
by Ann Walters

With the start of the new year

Marty Morse, head racing

coach, and Tim Millikan,

physical therapist, were invited to

demonstrate their expertise "down under"

in Australia. The Australian racing

community will never be the same.

Meanwhile, the team was back home in

the cold January weather preparing for the

opening of the 1995 racing schedule, in

the confines of the roller room and weight

room. Thanks to the gym take over of

Brian Thompson, head athletic trainer,

along with graduate assistants and

volunteers, the team opened the season

with a great base for the long year ahead.

The first race of the 1995 racing season,

The Gasparilla Distance Classic, began

with the first victory for the Illini. Shawn

Meredith held off the top ranked quads in

the world to decisively take the victory.

Jean Driscoll had a strong showing in the

women's field with a final sprint ending

with a photo finish, placing second. A final

sprint crash ended

any chances for an

Illini racer to place

in the men's field,

but Jason Fowler

managed to take an

amazing eight

minutes off of his

1994 Gasparilla

Distance Classic!

Still early in the

season, there was

more success in

California. The

Los Angeles

Marathon, despite

a downpour the

entire way, proved

to be another

victory for the

Illini. Jean Driscoll

took the women's

field, while Ann
Walters managed

fourth, closing in

on the second and

third place racers

in the last ten miles. The Mobil Criterium

in Torrance, also had the Illini in the front

pack in every division. James Briggs,

doing all the work up front, was impressive

in the final sprint finishing third. Shawn

Meredith went to the front of the quad

division for a long final sprint, only to be

caught by the finish line. He too finished

third. Jean Driscoll captured the women's

race, dropping all of the competition and

sprinting to the finish on her own. Also

impressive was the junior field where

future Illini, James Arendt, out sprinted a

strong field to claim his first major junior

win on the road. The future is looking good

for the team from Illinois.

Back from California, the team is getting

into "high gear" for the busy spring and

summer seasons. The upcoming Boston

Marathon is keeping many of the Illini busy

with two-a-day workouts, to prepare for the

tough course, and to keep their successful

racing streak in tact. Despite the relatively

flat -o.k. completely flat- Illinois

countryside, the team is taking advantage

of the Illinois wind to increase mileage and

creative medicine ball workouts to be fully

prepared for Heartbreak hill in Boston.

Local races include the Christie Clinic

10K (Champaign) and the Sage City 10K

(Monticello) were many of the new faces

of the Illini racing team will be making their

road debut. Then it is back to the track for

the Illini Classic Regional Meet

(Champaign). Nationals have been

scheduled for Boston in June, as well as an

U.S.A. Team trial meet in Virginia, in July.

Included with all of the new faces of the

Illini, especially the emergence of many

promising quad racers, the team will be

returning the 1994 National Outstanding

Male Track Athlete, Shawn Meredith, as

well as the 1993 National Outstanding

Female Track Athlete, Cecelia Perkins.

A strong showing this season will put

many of the Illini racers in contention to

represent the U.S.A. on both the 1996

Olympic and Paralympic Teams in Atlanta.

1995 Illinois Racing Team: Front Row: Paul LeVassuer, And) Schmidt, JeffBalok Shawn Meredith, Norm lydut h SecondRm Scot Hollonbeck

(Professional Athletit Staff, PAS). Ann Walters (PAS). Cecelia Perkins, Maura \4cVann, Jean Driscoll (PAS) Ruth Vunej Back Ron Maureen

Mausser (GraduateAssistant, GA).t ainanWIlison, tfifa Pn tcott, JamesBriggs (PAS) Mart) \1orse(Head( oach) Derek Brown, Brian Thompson

(Head Athletit Trainer, \T), Jason Fowler, Shell) Houlihan (GA). Not Pictured Patrick Cottini, \ngeloCristou(GA,AT), Keith Davis, ChadHebel,

Tort) Inigue; (PAS) Pegg) Martin, fason U. Williams (GA. AT), Tim Millikan (Physical Therapist), Ian Rice, Lynn Slefanich(GA AT)
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Alumni News

Lloyd Ackland

1411 FiskRd.

Compton, IL 61318

B.S. in General Agriculture, 1961

Self-employed farmer

Spouse: Lila Carolyn Ackland I am a

grain farmer and my wife is a housewife

and piano teacher. Our daughter, Lisa, is

a junior at Wheaton College in

Psychology. Our son, Todd, is a

freshman at Taylor University.

Randolph William Axt

802 Seventh Avenue East

Superior, WI 54880-3466

B.A., LAS, 1972 in Teaching of S.S,

Minor in Soc. M.S., Education, Univ.

of Wisconsin-Superior, 1976

Retired Elementary School Library

Media and Audio Visual Center

Coordinator. I've never married as of

this date. My parents, brother, sister-in-

law, nephew and niece constitute my
immediate extended family. My nephew.

Brant William, was born on August

17th, 1992, and my niece, Jessica

Catherine, was born on August 10th,

1994. I'm a godparent to both my niece

and nephew.

Carol Balcom

27 W. 11 St., #112

Nashua, NH 03060

M.L.S. (Library Science), 1972

Live in a complex for seniors and

handicapped in Nashua. NH. Keep busy

with volunteer work. Also enjoy reading

and cooking. Just won a cooking contest

with a bread pudding recipe.

John C. Beck

1612 8th Ave., #lower

Rockford, IL61104

Economics, 1984

Director of Development of Regional

Access and Mobilization Project. Inc.

(RAMP)
Single

Don Behle

16 Illini

Lincoln, IL 62656

B.S., Agriculture, 1978

Self-employed Attorney

Spouse: Donna Behle

4 daughters

Marilyn Boczulak Rogers

8309 Bowling Green Dr.

Austin, TX 78757

B.S., LAS, 1975 M.A., Univ. of Texas,

1987

Speech-Language Pathologist with

Austin Independent School District.

Spouse: Steve Rogers, attended U of I

from 1971-75. Currently is a Software

Engineer.

1 foster daughter

James Boen

101 E. Wayside Rd.

Hopkins, MN 55343

M.S., Liberal Arts, 1956

Ph.D., Liberal Arts, 1959

Associate Dean, School of Public

Health, U. of Minnesota Dorothy, his

wife earned her B.S. in 1958 and a J.D.

in 1990. She is an Attorney and

Musician.

1 son. 1 daughter

Fred Bumpus
360 W. Washington

Areola, IL 61910

Ag. Economics, 1956

President. First National Bank of Areola

Spouse: Sue

1 son, 1 daughter. 2 grandchildren ages

2 and 4

Vincent Caputo

10521 Eagle Ridge Dr.

Orland Park, IL 60462

B.S., Education. 1962

M.Ed.. 1966

Retired in June. 1994 after 32 \cars as a

high school instructor.

Son also graduated from U of I.

1 son. 2 granddaughters

Ashish Pal Choudry

2300 Huntington Road

Springfield. IL 62703

MSCE, 1977 M.A. (Math Science*. 1994

Research Engineer. U.S. Dept. of

Transportation - FHV« \

1 son, 1 daughter

Leo R.Clay. Jr.

1030 N. State St.. #50K

Chicago. IL 60610

B.A.. 1961

M.S.W.. 1966

United Charities - Senior Program

Supervisor. Single - travel extensrvelv

abroad - handicap has been no obstacle

Airlines and most countries have been

sensitive and helpful to physical

limitations.

Phyllis L. Cline

104 Willard

Irbana. IL61801

B.A.. L\S. 1966

M.S.W.. 1968

Social Worker - VA Medical Center.

Danville. IL.

George A. Conn

713 Oyster Cove Drive

Grasomille. MD 21638

\ttended fall semester I960

B.S. Northwestern. IMS
M.A. lnbersit> ofManland. 1W3

Retired

Inducted into Wheelchair Sp t Hall

of Fame: June 24. 1995, at National

Wheelchair Games Banquet. Boston I

always read S H « ith great

interest - keep up the fine editorial work.

2 bo\s. 1 girl

1 grandchild
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Mark A. Curl

1 106 Madelyn Avenue, Apt. #5

Macomb, IL 61455

B.S., Western Illinois, 1984

Currently unemployed

Parents: Ed & Louise, 2 brothers: Chris

and Greg. 2 sisters: Ann & Carolyn. All

brothers and sisters married. I am not

married.

Charles Dahncke

27007 Shake Rag Road

Danville, IL 61832

B.S., Finance, 1959

Spouse: Adrienne

Charles is retired and Adrienne is a

Counselor at District #1 10 Middle

School, Danville, IL. They have 1 son.

Bill & Charlene DeLoach

2895 Young Avenue

Memphis, TN 38111

Charlene: Ph.D. Education, 1972

Bill: Ph.D. English, 1973

Charlene: Professor, Counseling

Psychology

Bill: Professor, English

3 dogs, 1 cat

Bill Donahoo

2414 Pinewood Drive, S.E.

Calgary, Alberta, T2B 1S4

Canada

B.S., Journalism, June 1959

M.A., Teaching of Social Studies, 1961

(L.A.S. degree offered at one time

'way back when'!)

Retired, currently active in Lions

District 37E Cabinet, Chairs the Finance

Committee of the Prince of Peace

Lutheran School; as well as operates

casinos for the Mountain Plains

Community Services- an organization

that deals with abused children and

dysfunctional families.

Robert Dover

1227 E. 500 N. Rd.

Paxton, IL 60957

B.S., Education, 1985

Social Studies Teacher, Rantoul

Township H.S., Rantoul, IL

Merlyn Earnest

1 1 Melody Lane

Springfield, IL 62702-6126

B.S.E., 1968

M.S.Ed., 1971

Transcript evaluator, Illinois State Board

of Education

Still single, still looking.

Thomas C. Ehlebracht

1101 Olive Road

Homewood, IL 60430-2433

B.S., Accountancy, 1977

CPA, 1978

Treasurer/Owner, Nielsen"s Bakery, Inc.,

Homewood, IL

Single

Gary Ervin

3285 Round Hill Dr.

Hayward, CA 94542

Richard J. Feltes

6764 Taos Ct.

Lisle, IL 60532

B.S., Ag. Industries, 1970

M.B.A, 1971

Spouse: Anita, graduated 1973 VP and

Director of Commodity Research -

Refco. Anita is currently a homemaker.

Active in church. Scouts and family

activities. Recently started small

business for children that sells roasted

sweet corn ears at Autumn Pumpkin

Festival.

2 sons, 1 daughter

John S. Fine

2680 Lehman, # 208

Cincinnati, OH 45204

B.A., L.A.S., 1961 College of Mount

St. Joseph, Teacher/Researcher.

Single

Jim Gallo

601 Grosvener

Elk Grove, IL 60007

B.S., Accounting, 1984

Full-time student at Northwestern, going

for Masters in Journalism

Single

Jack Genskow

1916 Clarement Rd.

Springfield, IL 62703

M.A., Education, 1962

Ph.D., 1967

Professor. Human Development

Counseling, Sangamon State University

Spouse: Lillian Son. Ken and daughter-

in-law, Martha, both earned M.A.

degrees in 1994 from the U. of Illinois.

Daughter, Karen continues as

coordinator of Local Arts Association

for State of West Virginia.

Anne Graver Edwards

1801 Rose Drive

Columbia, MO 65202

M.S.L.S., 1967

Assistant Head. Ellis Reference

Services, Ellis Library. Univ. of

Missouri - Columbia.

Elinor R. Greene

6635 McCallum St.

Philadelphia, PA 19119

Attended U of 1 1979

B.A., Hampshire College, 1977

M.A., Yale, 1982

Deacon of Episcopal Church, Asst.

Pastor at Chestnut Hill Methodist

Church

Janis Brown Groner

32 Glen-Aire Drive

Springfield, IL 62703

B.S., LAS, 1976

M.S.W., 1978

Unemployed

Spouse: Guy, EDP Auditor. Dept. of

Energy and Natural Resources. We
officially adopted our daughter. Kathryn

on June 10, 1994. Of course, we are

thrilled!

Carole Hall Surgi

Rt. l,Box 178

Webb City, MO 64870

Graduated 1956

We own and operate a metal stampings

company. Surgi Mfg.

Spouse: Charles Surgi

Charlie retired this year and our two

boys are running the company. 1 hope to

retire soon. We like to travel and garden
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and play with our grandchildren.

2 sons, 2 daughters 2 grandsons, 6

granddaughters

Bob Harshbarger

23 Logan Terrace

Danville, IL 61832

Journalism and Comm., 1970

Masters, Social Work, 1977

21 years at VA Medical Center and

currently 2 years as Bob Benson on

WDNL (D012) in morning, 5-9 a.m.,

Monday through Friday.

Spouse: Beverly of 10 years,

4 children ages 2-1/2 to 21, 1 son, 3

daughters.

Jeff Hately

2028 Bellhurst Dr.

Dunedin, FL 34698

B.S., Education, 1982

Substitute teacher for Pinellas Co.

Schools

Spouse: Lori; 2 year old son Doug, 7

year old daughter, Megan. We enjoy the

warm Florida winters, enjoy taking

family vacations to Disney World, and

other parts of FL. Member of "lllini

Club of Tampa Bay" and show my lllini

pride with "UNI-ILL" plates on my van.

Robert C. Hawkes
1443 River Bluff Road
Jacksonville, FL 32211

B.A., 1947 from Springfield College.

M.A., 1963

Spouse: Diantha is retired.

I have received two recent awards. The

Humanitarian Award from the Archilles

Track Club of NY. The Hon. Charles E.

Bennett Achievement Award Florida. A
Bob Hawkes Endowment Scholarship

Fund has been started at Springfield

College, MA.
1 son, 1 daughter

Steve Herbst

556 E. Carpenter Dr.

Palatine, IL 60067

B.S.,C.B.A.. 1988

Supervisor, Kemper Risk Management

Services

John Hill

2206 W. 117th PI.

Chicago, IL 60643

B.S., Engineering, 1984

Spouse: Ruth B. Hill

2 daughters, Michelle, 9, and Elisse, 1

John H. Holliman, M.D.

6409 N. Hillcrest

Oklahoma City, OK 731 16

B.A., LAS, 1971

Pathologist - Univ. of Oklahoma,

College of Medicine.

Spouse: Claudia, no children

Diana Marie Humphrey
1210 Hyannis Drive

St. Louis, MO 63146

B.S., Commerce & Business

Administration, 1985

M.B.A., Univ. of MO, 1990

Dierbergs Central Floral Design.

Telephone Sales Associate (part-time)

Bill Isaacs

P.O. Box 332

Bourbonnais, IL 60914

B.S., Olivet Nazarene Univ.. 1958

M.A., UofI, 1959

Spouse: Ruth Isaacs. Retired

Adopted 4 children, an Italian. 2

Chippewa Indians, and a mulatto. I

taught history on the college level for 32

years. I have used a guide dog for 15

years. 2 sons. 2 daughters 3 grandsons. 3

granddaughters

Thomas "Jake" Jacobson

7737 Suburban Lane

Bridgeview, IL 60455

B.S.. LAS, May 1993

.lust finished teacher certification

Unemployed and looking for Secondary-

Social Studies.

Sue Johnson-Smith

2418 E.Washington

Urbana.IL 61801

Executive Director. Pace. Inc.. Center

for Independent Living. Urbana. IE

Spouse Boyd Smith

I son. 4 daughters 3 grandsons, ;

granddaughters

Jerome A. Jonak

3770 E. 34th A\e.

Hobart, IN 46342-1427

Retired

Take care of senior father and manage

household. No children

Tom & Louise Jones

1205 Theodore Dr.

Champaign. IL 61821

Tom: B.S.. Journalism. 1959

M.S.. Television. 1971

Louise: B.S.. History. 1961

Tom currently "Professional Volunteer"

Louise. Assistant Registrar. University

of Illinois. Office of Admissions and

Records.

Douglas M. Karlen

1355 V Sandburg Ter.. #2108

Chicago. IL 60610

R.\. LAS. 1971 J.D.. 19"4

Assistant Regional Counsel. Chicago

Title Insurance Company. Chicago. IL
Single

Patricia Kenyon Rittenhouse

1 1814 St. Charles Bbd.

Little Rock. AR 72212

B.S. in Deaf Education. 1986

M.S.. in Ed. Technology. May 1990

Spouse: Bob Rittenhouse. Ph.D. 1977

Patricia is a High School teacher of

Reading and Spanish at the Arkansas

School for the Deaf. Bob is a Pre"

of Special Education at Unh
Arkans

Joseph Kolman

600 Tuskav. ilia Pt. In.

Winter Springs. El 3Z7N
R. V. Philosophy l^h

Currenth i professor

Spouse: Linda Fumish-kolman. 1

original doll artist

1 daughter

I\nda L. koopman
7917 Kendalia

Houston. E\

77134 R.v. Math. 1%2
M.S.. Math. Elo-

Retired - Shell Development.
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Donald Krumrey
31439 N. Liberty Rd.

Grayslake, IL 60030-9572

B.S., Math, LAS, 1965

Still unemployed

Gloria Lanspery

146 Maynard Rd.,

#501 B Framingham, MA 01701

June '71 B.A. Education

Part-time Clerical Assistant in Disability

Services Office, Framingham State

College

Hyun Woo Lee

4241 W. Devon Ave.

Chicago, IL 60646

LAS/Econ, 1990

MBA. anticipate graduating in May,

1 995 from Loyola University. Staff

Assistant with the City of Chicago.

Single, currently searching.

Charles Linster

500 W. Belmont Apt. 5-C

Chicago, IL 60657

A.B., LAS, 1973

Rehabilitation Specialist with the U.S.

Department of Education.

Two daughters. Katie. 16. and Sherre,

16.

Timothy Mangan
1906 E. 6th St.

Sterling, IL 61081-2749

B.S., LAS/Math, 1986

Cynthia J. Allen

19798 Modoc Rd.

Apple Valley, CA 92308

LAS, 1959 in Psych/Soc/Math

Rehab. Counseling, 1962

Coordinator/Counselor DSPS. Victor

Valley College

Linda Mastandrea

266 Michigan St.

Elmhurst, IL 60126

LAS/Speech Comm., May 1986

J.D., Chicago-Kent, College of Law,
1994

Part-time self-employed-doing legal

research and writing and public

speaking.

Norma Matthias

306 N. Park St.

Crown Point, IN 46307

Secretary, Lambert Construction

1 son. 2 daughters 2 grandsons, 4

granddaughters

David C. Mieher, Jr. and Ruth (Keller)

Mieher

6712 Apple Jack Court

Montgomery, AL 36117

David—B.S. in Communications, 1959

Ruth—B.S. Commerce, Secretarial

Training, 1958

David is a Sr. V.P in Secondary Marketing

at Colonial Mortgage Company. Ruth is

unemployed and continues to struggle

with post-polio problems.

Kayla A. Morgan
260 East Chestnut #1214

Chicago, IL 60611

B.A. in Health Services,

Lake Forest College, Lake Forest, IL,

1980

M.S.W., July, 1983

Master of Jurisprudence in Health

Law, Loyola University of Chicago

Law School, 1993

Currently on disability leave due to two

total knee replacements in April 1993

and May 1994.

Widowed in 1980-no children

Saul J. Morse
1701 Illini Rd.

Springfield, IL 62704

B.A., LAS, 1969

J.D., Law, 1972

Vice President and General Counsel,

Illinois State Medical Society and

Illinois State Medical Insurance.

Spouse: Anne B. Morgan. PH.D.

1 son. 1 daughter

Jim Morton

522 E. Broadway

Princeton, IN 47670

B.S. Communications, 1965

M.Ed.,1971

Jim is the Editor/Publisher of Ports qj

Call, a travel magazine for persons with

physical disabilities.

David S. Mundy
1450 Washington Blvd., Apt. 510N
Stamford, CT 06902

B.S., Accountancy, 1984

M.B.A., 1987

Advisory Accounting Analyst at IBM
Credit Corporation.

Gregg R. Newberry
201 S. Maple Ave. -#310

Oak Park, IL 60302

B.A./LAS, 1987

M.A., Middlebury College, VT, 1989

Progress Center For Independent Living/

Independent Living Skills Coordinator

Marsha V. Northrup

410 N. Third Street

Malta, IL 61050

M.S.W., School of Social Work, 1987

Colorado State University, 1972

Manager of National Clearinghouse for

Traditionally Underserved Persons Who
are Deaf, Northern Illinois University.

Spouse: Arnold

Started business. Communication

Connections: Specializing in services for

the deaf.

Two children: Justin, 19, will be

transferring to U. of Illinois. Jenny. 1 7.

will graduate from Malta High School.

Will attend Kishwaukee College.

Nan G. O'Connor
7800 N. Nordica, Apt. 1H
Niles, IL 60714

B.S.W, 1975

M.S.W, 1978

Social Worker for the Office of Human
Services, Village of Skokie. I am chair-

person of the Interagency Network, a

social service coalition, and Fundraising

Chairperson of the CEDA/Neighbors at

Work Advisory Board in Evanston.

Laura Oftedahl

104CoolidgeHillRd.#7

Watertown. MA 02172

B.S. Communications Radio/TV, 1974

Development Manager. CPB/WGBH
National Center for Accessible Media
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Miles O'Loughlin

2705 Teckla Blvd

Amarillo,TX 79106

{'resident of an oil and gas production

company. His son Dennis is a senior at

Texas Christian University Majoring in

Deaf Education.

Spouse: Leslie.

Glen R. Perez

2020 N. Lincoln Park West #8K

Chicago, IL 60614

Uofl, 1963

B.S. Information Science, Northeastern

Illinois Univ., 1979

Ameritech Services, Inc., System Analyst,

Customer Billing Systems.

Richard Piech

1024 Warner Ave.

Lemont, IL 60439

Mechanical Engineering

Currently a mechanical designer, Argonne

National Laboratory.

Spouse: Roseatin

2 sons. I daughter, I granddaughter

Kim Pollock

1111 Shadow Wood Drive

Downing Town, PA 19335

B.S., Industrial Engineering, 1971

M.B.A., 1987

Vice President - Information Systems.

Centocor, Inc.

Spouse: tutor

Son, Jeff, 20 years. Junior at Penn State.

majoring in international politics.

Dwight W. Pulsfus

628 Birch Street

Sauk City, WI 53583

B.A., LAS, 1971, .1.1). (Law). 1974

Attorney

Spouse: Joy

I son

Sheila I). Hitter

400 N. Lincoln Street

Olncy, IE 62450 B.S., 1977

M.S. & M.S.W., 1981 & 1993

Richland Counts Treasurer

Paul L. Scher

1428 Clinton PL
Ri\er Eorest. I L 60305

M.Ed., 1965

M.A., Uofl, 1959

Retired from Sears, building private

practice as a rehab consultant.

Spouse: Ann. Administrator Oak Park

Temple. Oak Park. III.

2 daughters. I granddaughter

Kelly S. Schoefer

50 Holtsinger. Apt. E
Starkville, MS 39759

B.S. in Marketing. 1989

Editor: Rehabilitation Research and

Training Center on Blindness and Low

Vision at Mississippi State University

Single, no children. 5 cats

Sylvio J. Scorza

520 2nd St. S.W.

Orange City, IA 51041

Th.D.. 1956 Ph.D., LAS, 1972

Retired college professor, emeritus

professor of religion

Spouse: Phyllis J. Scorza

3 children. Christine. Philip. John 3

grandchildren. Jericho. Kassie, Daimon

Charles O. Sheridan

359 North Shore Drive

Lincoln Park. MI 48146

B.S., Accounting. 1971

M.A.S., 1972

Currently on long-term disability.

Spouse: Jackie Sheridan

One daughter. Kimberly Joo.

One pupp) "Buttons" that \\c arc raising

for Paws With A Cause, Buttons will be

a helper to someone in a wheelchair,

Sandra (Saudi i Simmons Carlson

302 East 4th St.

Erie, PA 16507

Education. 1961-62

Homemaker

We own and operate Carlson Tax \

V ( hunting and arc getting read) to

retire] Find that really hard to believe,

bui it's true.

2 sons, and 1 grandchild

Charles Slavick

2757 N. Pinegro\e

Chicago, 11.60614

B.S. Liberal \rts-Hnanee. 1979

Charles is unemployed at this time.

Paul Soncs

48 Pheasant Hill Lane

Carlisle. \l\ 01741

B.S.. English. 1962 M.S.. MIT. 1963

Retired from Raytheon Co.

Spouse: Sheila

Youngest daughter. Paula, now a

sophomore at Cni\ en.it> of Pennsylvania.

I son. 3 daughters 1 grandson. I

granddaughter

Sue Spicer

1043-BN. West St.

Jacksonville. II 62640

B.A.. I "nivof Wyoming. l'An

M.s.W. 1987

Rehab Teacher - Dept. oi Rehab.

Sen ices ( DORS ). State of Illin

i Retired i

4 step-grandsons. 3 step-granddaughters

Alice M. Sporar

1767 Londwood Dr.

Ma>field Hts.. OH 44124

Kay Steaberg

I0S360E. Hampshire

Hinsdale. IL 60521

B.s.. I. \S. 19h-

M.S.. Ceo. Urns. College. 1971

Human Resources Systems Supers
Spouse: Charles Stenberg

BS, Engineering, 1959

MS. Phvsics. 1<W>

Ph.D.. High Energy Ph>sics. 1%8
pation - Nuclear Ptiys*

Karen Stermer

IT! TTnniMh B«j Rd.

Eo\ Lake. II fMM
B. v.. Psycaohp, 1973

Ms. Clinical Psychology. 1^4

ANo certified as a Stress Therapist

Working at Good Shepherd Hospital in

their Mifld-Bod) Medical Center

teaching stress management and

relaxation therapy
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Barbara (Nee Gilby) Surber

4608 Sylvan Oak Drive

Dayton, OH 45426

B.A., Audiology/Speech Path., 1965

M.S., Audiology/Speech Path., 1967

Currently retired from career as Speech

Pathologist.

Spouse: Electronic Engineer

Richard J. Sygulla

PO Box 428

Sheldon, IL 60966

B.S.A., 1967 J.D., 1970

Self-employed as attorney.

Wife, Fran.

1 daughter

James A. Tasic

2408 Jordan Dr.

Champaign, IL 61821

M.S.W.

Spouse: Debbi L. Tasic Currently in

grad school

James N. Taylor

1007 Swain

Elmhurst, IL 60126

Graduated in Accounting, 1972

Host, Marriott O'Hare Field, Chicago,

Illinois.

Marshall Wall

3305 Overbrook Drive

Lexington, KY 40502

B.S. in Math, 1959 M.S. in Math, 1960

Retired from IBM.

Spouse: LeVon

1 son, 1 daughter

Marion C. Walton

308 Spring Circle

Urbana, IL 61801

B.S., Accounting, College of

Commerce, 1963

Retired from U of I O&M Division.

3 sons, 3 daughters 6 grandsons, 10

granddaughters 4 great-grandsons, 3

great-granddaughters

Ruth C. Webb
619 Park St., Apt. 104

Grinnell, IA 50112-2269

M.A., Syracuse, 1949

Ph.D., U of I, 1963

Retired, just published her memoirs

called "Journey into Personhood". It

naturally includes a chapter on her U of

1 experiences.

Ronald Weeks

208 Concord

Normal, IL 61761

Retired

Sharon H. Wilkin

10006 Murnane St.

Vienna, VA 22181

B.A., 1963 M.Ed., 1965

Director, Program Development and

Technical Assistance Division, EEOC

Karen Wold

635 Indian Rd.

Glenview, IL 60025

B.S., Elementary Education, 1986

M.S., Education, Illinois State

University, 1988

Director, Productive Learning Strategies

(Plus), a program for DePaul students

who have learning disabilities, DePaul

University, Chicago, IL.

Carol (Giesse) Wooledge

8319 Turtle Creek Ln.

Cincinnati, OH 45242

BFA, Graphic Design, 1966

Retired.

Spouse: John D. Wooledge

We have just become grandparents. Our

daughter and her husband presented us

with a super grandson. Our son is getting

married this July so the family continues

to grow. I'm still very active in my
Woman's Club and Garden Club.

2 sons, 1 daughter, 1 grandson

Mary M. Wuensch

333 E. Ontario

Chicago, IL 60611-3041

I'm enjoying my early retirement

(disability) from CBS, WBBM-TV. Guess

25 years was long enough. I haven't

missed it at all! But I fondly recall my
wonderful days while attending U. of I.,

'63-'65.

Ronald R. Young

265 Mayfair Drive

Lincoln, IL 62656

Purchasing Manager for Myers

Industries in Lincoln, IL. Spouse: Mary

K. Young 2 married children, youngest

son attends U of I.

2 sons, 1 daughter, 2 grandsons

Conrad H. Zierot, III

601 St. John St., Room 305

Good Shepherd Home
Allentown, PA 18103

B.S., L.A.S., 1968

M.Ed., 1970

Stephen M. Zumbo
10350 S. Ridgeland #110

Chicago Ridge, IL 60415-1570

B.A., LAS, 1978

M.S., Library Science, 1980

Assistant Administrative Librarian and

Head of Reference, Chicago Ridge

Public Library, 1-5-95 was my 14th year

here. Single. I traveled with Access

Tours to Glacier Park, MT in 1993 and

to Teton/Yellowstone Parks in 1994. I

won my first tennis match ever in the

Midwest Tennis Championship, July,

1994. Hope to buy a condominium

home in the near future and continue to

travel.
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1994-95 Graduates
Name

January 1994

Blanchard, Townsend B.A.

Elliott, Karen M.S.

Epstein, Laura J.D.

Ford, David B.S.

Khan, Akhtar Neem M.S.

Lenart, Christopher B.A.

Mamoun, Linda B.S.

Martin, Stephen B.S.

Meredith, Shawn B.S.

Milhouse, Wilbur B.S.

Noll, Kenneth B.A.

Rembis, Michael B.A.

May 1994

Campbell, Cattyann B.A.

Checkman, Daniel B.S.

Citta, Wendy B.S.

Clark, Valery B.A.

Copeland, Debra B.S.

Daley, Matt B.A.

Eyring, Adam B.S.

Garstka, John B.S.

Gerken, Stefanie B.S.

Gilmore, Sean M.S.
Faherty, Patrick B.A.

Ferdrnan, Melissa M.S.

Fiorani, Anthony J.D.

Harris, Alexander B.S.

Haith. Robert B.S.

Hampton, Joseph M.S.

Hatch, Peter B.S.

Hera/.y, II Theodore M.S.
Holland. Marsha M.S.

Kinney, Jeff B.S.

Lease. Curtis B.S.

Lorber, Amy B.S.

McHaley, Tyler M.S.

McVann. Maura B.S.

Mancuso, Kim B.S.

Mehta, Selene B.S.

Miller, Wendy B.F.A.

Markowitz, Michael M.S.

Moore, Jennifer M.S.
Murphy. Rosa M.S.
Myron. Christopher B.A.

Padgett. Michelle B.S.

Phillips. Willis M.S.

Ralston, Tom B.S.

Ravencroft. Judith M.S.

Schmidt, Andrew P. M.S.

Schmitt, Andrew C. B.A.

Schneider. Daniel B.S.

Stickcl. Tamara B.S.

Stratton, Charlie M.S.

Strong, Jeff B.s

[akashima, Amy B.S.

Toniolo, John B.S.

Vfon Nordheim, Steve B.S.

W geng, i ana M.S.

Yenan, Breni \i s
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Degree Major

Russian & East European

Studies

Social Work
Law
Agriculture

Civil Engineering

Individual Plans of Study

Psychology

Elementary Education

Leisure Studies

Civil Engineering

Landscape Architecture

History

Urban Planning

Actuarial Science

General Biology
Political Science

Math
Religious Studies

Chemistry

Electrical Engineering

Speech and Hearing

Speech Communications
Urban Planning

Rehabilitation

Law
Business Administration

Civil Engineering

Rehabilitation

EEE
Business Administration

Rehabilitation

Journalism

Accounting
Leisure Studies

Rehabilitation

Speech & Hearing

Psychology

Psychology

History of Art

Business Administration

Business Administration

Astronomy
Anthropology

Kinesiology

Rehabilitation

Business Administration

Rehabilitation

Accountancy

French

Accountancy
Engineering
Human Resources
Business Adnunist ration

Psychology
Architectural Studies

Kinesiology

Community Health
Business Administration

Name

August 1994

Badger. Johnathon

Broeker. Gerard

Champion. Craig

Ervin, Donald
Felix. David
Hankins. Samuel
Kovacs. Christine

LeVasseur. Paul

LeVold. John
Pohl. Jeffrey

Renje. William

Walters. Ann
White. Bradley

January 1995

Alvey. Lindie

Bogus. Doreen
Bullok. Daniel

Casper. Jerry

Chrisagis. Ximena
Derouin. Anastasia

Grant. LaDonna
Hart. Mattheu
Heatherton. Carol

Hyatt. Andrew
Lee. George
Lyduch. Norman
McDermott. James
McDevitt. Lauren
Mulloy. Chris

Puszkiewicz. Tim
Wheeler. Justin

Degree Major

M.S. Microbiology

B.A. Communications
B.F.A. Photography

B.S. Ps\chology

B.A. Speech Communications
M.S. Music Education

M.S. Education

M.S. Business Administration

M.S. Advertising

B.A. Rhetoric

B.A. Sociology

M.S. Kinesiology

B.S. Education

B.A. Spanish (Summa Cum Laudei

MS. Social Work
B.S. Astronomy
B.S. Forestry

M.S. Librarv Science

B.A. English

B.S. Early Childhood Education

B.S. Psychology

B.S. Leisure Studies i Highest Honors

i

B.S. Computer Science

B.S. Structural Biology

B.S. Business Administration

B.S. Leisure Studies i High Honors)

B.S. Leisure Studies i High Honors i

B.S. Architecture

B.S. Business Administration

R \ Speech Communication

[•PERSONAL MEDICAL SUPPLY, IN<

1S1 East Decatar Street
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Decalai. 1L 62521 26*3
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CONTRIBUTORS

1994-95 Sigma Signs
Friends

Joseph Arcese

Englewood, CO

Randolph W. Axt

Superior, WI

Vincent J. Caputo

Orland Park, IL

Charles Dahncke

Danville, IL

John S. Fine

Cincinnati, OH

Gloria J. Lanspery

Framingham, MS

Jim Morton

Princeton, IN

Patrons

William Donahoo

Alberta, Canada

Thomas C. Ehlebracht

Homewood, IL

Douglas M. Karlen

River Forest, IL

David Mundy
Stamford, CN

James Taylor

Elmhurst, IL

Ronald Weeks

Normal, IL

A Note...

Recently, the 1993-94 issue of your publication came into

my hands (I do not recall exactly how). I found it very

interesting and well-done...

PS. As a Boston native, I'd like to correct a minor comment

made by Jean Driscoll in her article on the marathon. She

may be interested to know that Barbara Bush did not

graduate from Wellesley College—or any other college for

that matter, having left Smith after a year or two at that

school in order to marry George... Actually, our current

First Lady is a Wellesley grad. Indeed, as a student

government president during her senior year, Hillary, was

selected by her peers to deliver the 1969 valedictory

address at her graduation. So much for some academic

trivia.

Henry McCarthy

Associate Editor, Rehabilitation Education

Benefactors

Paul Scher

River Forest, IL

Carl F. Faust, Jr.

River Forest, IL

Alice M. Sporar

Mayfield Heights, OH

Tom & Louise Jones

Champaign, IL

Marsha Wall

Lexington, KT

Miles O'Loughlin

Amarillo, TX

Ruth C. Webb
Grinnell, IW

Glen R. Perez

Chicago, IL

Carol Wooledge

Cincinnati, OH

Mary M. Wuensch

Chicago, IL

Someone You Should
Know...
Journey into Personhood

by Ruth Cameron Webb

In Journey into Personhood Ruth Webb tells the story of an

individual born with severe cerebral palsy who struggles to

become a person in her own eyes as well as in the opinion

of those around her. By developing both the inner ability to

learn, live, and work independently and the outer ability to

convince others to give her freedom to do so—physically

and emotionally—Webb earned a Ph.D. in counseling and

guidance. With that validation of her intelligence and

competence, she entered upon a fulfilling career working

with mentally retarded people and other people with

disabilities...

Ruth Webb received her Ph.D. from the University of

Illinois in 1963 and a Phi Beta Kappa award from Drew

University in 1986. In 1971 she was named the Handi-

capped Iowan of the Year in recognition of her work with

persons who are profoundly retarded.
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DIVISION STAFF

Meet the Faculty and Staff of ORES
Office of Director

Mike Ellis, Interim Director

Chrisann Schiro-Geist, Assistant Director. Academic Programs

Dennis Cable, Accountant, Business Office

Nancy Mansfield, Administrative Secretary

Faculty

Reginald Alston. Associate Professor and Interim Director, Academic Programs

Jocelyn Armstrong, Associate Professor

Gregory Garske, Assistant Professor

Bradley Hedrick. Assistant Professor

Paul Leung, Professor

Janet Maeomber, Assistant Professor

Marty Morse, Teaching Associate

Chrisann Schiro-Geist. Professor and Director. Academic Programs

Mark Strauss, Assistant Professor

Sarah Weaver, Assistant Professor

John Trach. Assistant Professor

Kmeriti Facult>

Charles D. Elmer

Joseph F. Komtzki

Frank D Maglione

Timoth> J. Nugent

Secretaries

Angela Anderson, Terri Brewer-Grindley. Elizabeth Fleming, Janet Fredrick. Goldie Jones.

Phyllis Jones. Christine Pierson, Margaret Swanson

Illinois Department of Rehabilitation Services

Robert Galbreath. Rehabilitation Counselor

Helen Shepeard, Rehabilitation Case Worker

Service Staff

Alison Albrecht, Special Needs Counselor

Brian Booton. Resident Director. Beckwith Hall

Cherry Bottenberg. Assistant to Director

Ellen Bowie. Maid, Beckwith Hall

Ralph Cook. Equipment Specialist III. Shop

Robert Corum. Transportation Operator

Fred Divan. Transportation Operator

Bradley Hedrick. Supervisor. Recreation & Athletics

Beth Hutchci alt-Smith. Coordinator. Driver Education

John Kamradt. Supervisor, Transportation, Facilities & Equipment

Paige Lindahl Lewis, Adapted Sports Specialist

Janet Maeomber. I.earning Disabilities Specialist

Bryan McMurray, Supervisor. Sensor) Accommodations & Adaptive Technology

Betsj Meyer, Computer-Assisted Instruction Specialist

Timothy Millikan. Supervisor, Physical lhciap\ & Functional Training

Mart) Morse, Assistant Supervisor of Recreation ^ Athletics

Andrea Reitmeier, Maul. Beckwith Hall

Stacie Robertson, Supervisor, Rehabilitation Services, Beckwith Hall

Allan Saxon. Computet Assisted Instruction Specialist

( Ihrisann Schiro ( Seist, Supen isor, Counseling

Boyd Smith. Head transportation Operatot

Mark Strauss, Rehabilitation Engineering

Brian Thompson, Rehabilitation Athletic 1 1.unci

Sarah Weaver, Projecl Coordinator, Projeci PURSUTI
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