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Letters . . .

University of Illinois

AT Urbana-Champaign

Office of Applied Life Studies

I206S. Fourth Street

Champaign. Illinois 61820

217-333-2131

Dear Reader:

Since 1948. when it became the nation's first post-secondary disability support program, the Division of Disability

Resources and Educational Services (DRES) has provided a comprehensive range of accommodative and educational

services that reach far beyond legal mandates. And from the very beginning, the Division has benefited from the active

participation of the student members of Delta Sigma Omicron (DSO). the first university service fraternity and advocacy

group for students with disabilities. DSO, through its programs and membership, has played a significant role in ""breaking

barriers" and establishing some of the legislation and benefits that now exist for individuals with disabilities.

Today, through its long-standing affiliation with the College of Applied Life Studies. DRES serves as an active collabora-

tive partner in a wide range of interdisciplinary disability research initiatives. As a result, the Division continues to be one of

the foremost programs of its kind in preparing persons with disabilities for life-long personal, social, and professional success.

And as you will see in this issue of Si,i;nia Sii;ns. DSO members continue to enrich our campus by increasing the opportunities

and possibilities for all students with disabilities at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

As you read this edition you will meet student athletes who have successfully balanced academic and athletic demands.

We invite you to share in their accomplishments and to come to watch them compete. On behalf of the College of Applied

Life Studies. 1 would also like to invite you to visit the Division of Disability Resources and Educational Services and learn

more about the programs, activities, and services available to students with disabilities. Congratulations Delta Sigma Omicron on

producing another outstanding edition of Sigma Signs.

Sincerely,

^^^f
Tanya M. Gallagher

Dean



University of Illinois

AT Urbana-Champaign

Division of Disability Resources & Educational Services

College of Applied Life Studies

1207 South Oak Street. MC-574

Champaign, Illinois 61820

217-333-4601

Dear Readers:

The members of the Alpha Chapter of Delta Sigma Omicron. the University of Illinois Disabled Student Organization,

have once again published a very entertaining and informative magazine in which they, the Division of Disability Resources

and Educational Services, and the University of Illinois can take great pride. Fifty-six years after the organization was

created. DSO continues to make a significant and positive difference in the lives of persons with disabilities locally,

nationally and internationally through its ongoing performance of disability-related public service, fund-raising, and

educational activities.

This edition of Sigma Signs contains highlights of the very successful Breaking Barriers Awards Banquet, in which

student athletes with disabilities who graduated prior to 1977 were awarded the coveted Varsity "T" for their extraordinary

athletic prowess and achievements in careers that predated the according of this honor In addition, readers will be treated to

stories on such topics as the 2004 Athens Paralympics. and the Illinois summer transition program (i.e.. Illinois Students

Taking Effective Preparation, or ISTEP), not to mention a poignant personal tribute by Don Seifferth to Tim Nugent.

I hope that you enjoy this edition of Sigma Signs. Furthermore, I hope that if you find yourself visiting the Champaign-

Urbana community, you will take the time to stop by the Division of Disability Resources and Educational Services for a visit.

We would greatly enjoy the opportunity to let you see firsthand how our staff and students are working to enhance societal

participation by persons with disabilities, or to put it another way. to increase awareness of the DSO motto, that "'its ability, not

disability that counts."

Cordially yours.

Brad Hedrick

Director



University of Illinois

AT Urbana-Champaign

Division of Disability Resources & Educational Services

College of Applied Life Studies

1207 South Oak Street, MC-574
Champaign. Illinois 61820

DELTA SIGMA OMICRON
DISABILITY SERVICE FRATERNITY. ALPHA CHAPTER

Dear Reader:

My name is Anjali Forbcr-Pratt, 1 am a junior majoring in Speech and Hearing Science with a concentration in Rehabilitation

and Disability Studies. This year. 2004-2005 is my first year serving as President of Delta Sigma Omicron (DSO). I am
thoroughly enjoying my experience and am honored to follow in the footsteps of some truly amazing individuals who fought

to make our campus as disability-friendly as it is today. I hope you enjoy reading this year's Sigma Signs/Media Guide as it

highlights some of the main events in which current students and alumni are involved. We are all very excited about our up-

coming events for this year, namely the Holiday Party and disability awareness month. The Holiday Party gives children with

disabilities in our local community the opportunity to meet, and spend time with, cunent students with disabilities in addition

to participating in holiday festivities. During our disability awareness month, we hope to bring in new events and speakers, in

addition to collaborating with other on-campus organizations. Besides these events, throughout the year, we are continuing to

encourage camaraderie and friendships amongst DSO members through social events as well as pairing up with other organi-

zations to broaden the scope of DSO to overall service for others. Thank you so very much for your continued support.

Sincerely,

[JufijX -js{M{-\\(i^^

Anjali Forber-Pratt

DEDICATED TO EDUCATION, RESEARCH AND SERVICE IN REHABILITATION
PhoiK- (217) 333-4606 -TDD (217) 333-4603 • Fax (217) 333-024S • http://www.disabilily.uiuc.edii
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\^^ iiice its tdunding in 1867. the

versity ot Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

lus been committed to excellence in research.

teaciiii'f|, and public engagement.

Among the University's most signifi-

cant resources is its talented and highly re-

spected faculty. Many are recognized for ex-

ceptional schoku'ship with memberships in

the American Association for the Advance-

ment of Sciences, American Academy of Arts

and Sciences, the National Academy of Sci-

ences, and the National Academy of Engineer-

ing; as National Science Foundation Young

Investigators and as recipients of the Nobel

Prize, Crafoord Prize in Biosciences. Japan

Prize, National Medal of Science, and Presi-

dential Early Career Awards for Scientists and

Engineers; and by such organizations as the

National Endowment for the Humanities.

Guggenheim Memorial Foundation, National

Academy of Education, and the Alfred P.

Sloan Foundation. Each year. Illinois students

receive .some of the world's most elite scholar-

ships. For the past 13 years, the University has

sent at least one student per year to Cam-

bridge for a prestigious post-graduate fellow-

ship. In the last decade. 1 Rhodes. 3 Truman.

5 Marshall, 5 Gates, 9 Goldwater. 7 Churchill,

3 Luce, and 36 Fulbright Scholars have come

from Illinois.

Another prime indicator of the University's

excellence is the success of its alumni: 1

1

alumni are Nobel laureates and another 18

have won Pulitzer Prizes.

Academic resources on campus are among

the finest in the world. The University Library

is the largest public university collection in the

world, housing more than 22 million items,

including 10 million volumes, more than 13

million print and nonprint materials, and over

9().()00 periodicals and journals in the main li-

brary and in more than 40 departmental li-

braries and divisions. The library's computer-

ized cataloging system was the first in the

world to serve as the primary access to a large

academic library. More than one million users

worldwide access the online catalog each

week.

A world leader in superconiputing design

and applications, the University is home to the

National Center for Superconiputing Applica-

tions, developer of the hypermedia browser

MosaicTM, which revolutionized the use of the

A World Class
Univeristy

World Wide Web. Students have access to

thousands of computer terminals in class-

rooms, residence halls, and campus libraries

for use in classroom instiiiction. study, and re-

seiirch.

Students and scholars find the University

an ideal place to conduct inter- and multidisci-

plinary research. The most visible example of

the University's commitment to such study is

the Beckman Institute for Advanced Science

and Technology, where 1 8 research groups

from 16 University departments work within

and across three broadly defined themes: bio-

logical intelligence, human-computer interac-

tion and molecular and electronic nanostmc-

tures.

The Cross-Campus Initiatives, a multidis-

ciplinary enterprise with 1 1 research themes

encompassing such diverse topics as cell be-

havior, the effects of globalization, new art

fomis. and food safety are another unique ap-

proach to research. The initiatives are dy-

namic, designed for cross-disciplinary interac-

tion among faculty who are also working in

their own fields. Ultimately, the initiatives will

involve students, community members,

schools, foundations, and agencies of local,

state, and federal government.

The University has a fundamental commit-

ment to undergiaduate education. Over 28,000

undergraduate students are enrolled in nine

undergraduate divisions, which together offer

some 4.000 courses in more than 150 fields of

study. The divisions are the College of Agri-

cultural, Consumer and Environmental Sci-

ences; College of Applied Life Studies; Col-

lege of Business; College of Communications;

College of Education; College of Engineering;

College of Fine and Applied Arts; College of

Liberal Arts and Sciences; and Institute of

Aviation.

Undergraduate admission is highly selec-

tive. In the 2003 freshman class, students in

the middle %)'/< had ACT scores between 2.5

and 30 and ranked between the 83rd and 96lh

percentiles of their high .school graduating

classes; the freshman class contained 2.5 Merit

Scholars as well.

The University enrolls over 10.000 gradu-

ate and professional students in more than 100

programs. It is among the top seven universi-

ties in number of earned doctorates awarded

annually in the United States.

Also integral to the University's mission is

a commitment to public engagement. Each

year about 65,000 Illinois residents participate

in scores of conferences, institutes, credit and

noncredit courses, and workshops presented

on campus and statewide. The University's

Cooperative Extension Service comes into

contact with nearly two million Illinois resi-

dents, providing 4-H, nutrition intervention,

and other programs in rural and urban set-

tings. Research and class projects take stu-

dents and professors outside their classrooms

and laboratories to share expertise and techni-

cal support with Illinois farmers, manufactur-

ing fimis, and businesses. In a typical year,

student volunteers log more than 60,000 vol-

unteer hours in blood drives, day care centers,

prisons, senior citizen centers, and tutoring

programs.

A major center for the arts, the campus at-

tracts dozens of nationally and internationally

renowned artists each year to its widely ac-

claimed Krannert Center for the Pert'orming

Arts. Designed by alumnus Max Abramovitz,

an architect of New York City's Lincoln Cen-

ter, the facility has four indoor theaters and an

outdoor amphitheater. Together, they host

more than 350 performances each year. The

University also supports two major museums:

the Krannert Art Museum and Kinkead Pavil-

ion, second only to the Art Institute of

Chicago among Illinois public art museums;

and the Spurlock Museum, a museum of

world history and culture, which holds in its

collections approximately 47,000 artifacts

from diverse cultures and varied historical

time periods.

Other major facilities include the multipur-

pose Assembly Hall ( 16,500 seats), which

hosts concerts, convocations, theater, and

sporting events; Memorial Stadium (70.000

seats), site of Big Ten Conference football

games; and the Intramural-Physical Education

Building, one of the largest recreational facili-

ties of its kind on a university campus.

Located in east central Illinois in the twin

cities of Urbana and Champaign (combined

population 100.000), the L'niversity of Illinois

at Urbana-Champaign is the state's fiagship

public university.

(Produced by the Office of

Publication and Marketint;)

6 SIGMA • SIGNS



Division of Disability Resources
and Educational Services

»

t T
4 I he4 he U of I Di\ ision of Disability

Resources and Educational Services (DRES)

roakes it possible for otherwise qualified indi-

vToualikw. iih disabilities to pursue a higher ed-

ucation and to benefit from all related experi-

ences which are part of a college education.

The program began in 1948 at the Gales-

burg Campus of the University of Illinois,

moving to the Champaign-Urbana campus in

1949 when Galesburg closed. It is recognized

as a world leader in the education of persons

with disabilities as well as research, and pro-

gramming in rehabilitation. Founder/ Director

Emeritus Timothy J. Nugent has been the

mainspring of the program from the begin-

ning. Students and staff have traveled exten-

sively in the United States and foreign coun-

tries to aid in establishing rehabilitation

programs and to demonstrate the abilities

of persons with disabilities. The Division

pioneered the de\ elopment of architectural

design standards which served as bench-

marks for accessibility standards nationally

and internationally.

The services available from DRES include

academic accommodations, physical therapy

and functional training, counseling, admis-

sions support, registration support, housing

support, fixed route wheelchair accessible

transportation (via four hydraulic-lift

equipped buses), adaptive computer technol-

ogy, recreation, and athletics.

The accessible U of I campus has afforded

students with disabilities the opportunity to

participate on an equal basis with 36,(XX) other

students in all campus activities. Over the

years, the program has served approximately

300 students per year, over half of whom use

wheelchairs. Students with disabilities have

achieved notable success in professional soci-

eties, campus government organizations,

sororities, fraternities, publications, musical

groups, and political activities. Many students

with disabilities have been elected to Phi Beta

Kappa and other honorary societies. Fighting

mini wheelchair athletes have won numerous

honors nationally and internationally.

In a Fall 2003 survery of all UlUC under-

graduate and graduate students, 27% of sur-

vey respondents reporting disabilities stated

that they were unaware of the existence of

disability support services at the UlUC, and

13% stated that they did not know how to

contact DRES. A new name was chosen to

more clearly connote the unit's core function

of coordinating disability support services for

prospective and current UlUC students with

disabilities who do not perceive themselves

as needing ""rehabilitation" services. Of

course, the historically significant title and

role of the unit continues to be reflected in the

name of the building in which the unit is

housed, the Rehabilitation-Education Center

As of May, 2004, 1,994 students with dis-

abilities, including many with masters, law

and doctorate degrees have graduated from

almost every college and curricula of the U
of I. Alumni are involved in the professions

of medicine, law, ministry, business, science,

education, communication, and a wide range

of other endeavors.

Delta Sigma Omicron (DSO) ^̂

1 D^ ^^^ elta Sigma Omicron, Inc,

(B80) is a fraternity whose members

onginaljy were students with disabilities on

tliTO dt I ca^ipus!^ounded in 1949, DSO's

purpose is:

• To promote the social and recreational

welfare of the members of DSO and all

people with disabilities everywhere;

• To explore, encourage and promote, in

particular, educational possibilities on a

higher level for persons with disabilities,

and to promote all phases of their school

life:

• To make known the opportunities and

possibilities that exist through the media

and higher education, to persons with dis-

abilities everywhere;

• To stimulate and actively contribute to re-

search which benefits all persons with

disabilities.

• To act as an educational body for persons

with disabilities and the public as to what

can and should be done for persons with

disabilities in procuring for them the op-

portunity for normal pursuits.

Furthermore, the corporation shall have

power to acquire, hold, procure, and maintain

equipment and funds that would better facili-

tate the activities of people everywhere.

In keeping with these goals. Alpha Chap-

ter of DSO sponsors numerous service proj-

ects. Some of these are Sigma Signs/Media

Guide, the annual student publication with

world-wide distribution: financing of sports

teams: Wheel-a-thon fundraiser: Holiday

Party for children with disabilities; and the

"Distinguished Teacher" award. Several

standing committees work on the elimination

of architectural barriers, public education,

hospital visitation, public speaking, and other

projects benefiting persons with disabilities.

DSO has sponsored many National Wheel-

chair Basketball Tournaments. It was a co-

sponsor for the 1 9th and 24th National

Wheelchair Games, and the 4th National

Wheelchair Softball Tournament. Since its

founding. DSO has contributed significant

funding to charities aiding persons with dis-

abilities. Finally, its members have con-

ducted, participated in and served as subjects

for research furthering rehabilitation.

MEDIA • GUIDE 7
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Pioneering Wheelchair Athletes Recognized
for Breaking Barriers

lied

EOT

ore thun 80 athletes who partit-

^utcd in adapted \'arsit> spcms at the I'ni-

^^m rTi|{Unfm ill lirhana-Champuign be-

twcCT I 'J4S and 1 976 were recognized this

past spring with u \'arsil> letter presented b\

the Di\-ision of Intercollegiate Athletics.

Letter recipients were those who competed

on a national or international level in one of

five sports (archerx. basketball, fencing,

swimming, and track and field).

Under the leadership of Timothy

J. Nugent, Illinois became the first post-

secondar}' institution in the nation to

Lola Nosker and Charles Dahncke reminisce

about the early years.

provide a support-servuce program for

students with disabilities: that program

included opportunities to participate in com-

petitive adapted sports. In 1977. Illinois

became the nation's first university to award

varsity letters t(> athletes with disabilities;

however, athletes prior to 1 977 did not have

the opportuniTx to receix'e the same

iicknowledgment until this year.

Lett to right: Jennifer Warklns, Kim PoIiock, jnd Janna Crawford

compare their post-up height.

To celebrate the his-

toric occasion, honorees

were invited back to

campus May 7-8 to

participate in "Breakinij

Barriers." a program

organized in their honor

by the College's

Division of Disability

Resources and Educa-

tional Services and the

.A.LS Dean's Office.

'The theme "Breaking

Barriers" truly exempli-

fies the spirit of these

men and women at the

universit> level and na-

tionwide as man)

achieved remarkable

success as athletes and

as indixiduals," stated

Brad Hedrick, director

of the Dixision of Di.s-

abilit)- Resources and Educational Ser\ices.

"Dlinois' leadership in disability programs

and services has been instrumental in over-

coming not only athletic barriers but also

those related to attitudes, architecture, and

academics for all persons with disabilities."

Left to rigtnt; Ron Young, Don Semerth, and

Marv Lapicola

Len to rignt: Clitt Crase. Alberta Richetelle, and

Judy Watennar>-Huston. Adarr- Lancia and Kim Pollock.
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In Honorable Recognition . . .

"A Tribute to a Visionary'

(He Was My Coach and Mentor)

Donald Seiffertb

X

^fvifty years ago. in the eail\

spUng of 1954 a young and energetic wheel-

cfteir t«ske(katl^nSch at the University of

Illinois C-V campus had a vision to improve

the sport which was then in it's infancy.

He conceived the idea of replacing the

large hard rubber tires on the rear of evei7

players wheelchair with a nanow-spoked rac-

ing rim having a pneumatic tire with treads

that would grip the surface of the hardwood

floor on a basketball court, thus allowing for

a quicker start, a quicker stop, and a more

rapid speed to transgress the length of the

court from one end to the other.

On his own initiative, he requisitioned a

box of long thin bolts with nuts to hold them

in place. Then had round steel hollowed

spacers cut-to-length, just large enough on

the inside diameter in order to pass the long

thin bolt thru. By drilling holes into the circu-

lar metal push runs this then enabled the long

thin bolts to be pushed thru from the outside

allowing the slotted head to be tightened

when the nut was applied. However, each

bolt head needed to be seated in an indenta-

tion so as not to present a razor sharp edge to

the hands and fingers of a player as he pro-

pelled his wheelchair during competition.

With the genious of an engineer, he

formed a bent metal clip with a round hole

to receive the bolt before the lock-nut was

applied. Two more holes were drilled on the

flat side of the bent clip thru w hich a rivet in

each hole was maiuially scl and flatened by

hand on the inside of the rim in order to

hold the metal clip tight to the wheel.

Each rim was maticulously hand drilled

and fitted with enough

bent metal clips so as to

hold the push rail tightly

in position.

Then, and only then,

was the grey pneumatic

racing tire assembled to

the rim and inflated on the

newly designed wheel-

chair adaptable rim and

wheel.

1 can recall working

w ith the young red-headed

coach for almost a full

weekend along with the

learn equipment manager in

ihe cold green-tarpapered

PGU (Parade Ground

Unit) shacks that housed the wheelchair re-

pair rooms and spar parts as well as the

wheelchair basketball players and other dis-

abled students.

After having completed ( 12) rims or

enough to outfit (6) wheelchairs, the players

were given an opportunity to try out the new

pneumatic tires and rims and compare them

with the then existing hard rubber tired styles

then used universally by all competative bas-

ketball teams playing in wheelchairs.

By tournament time, in the spring of 1954.

the coach had built about lv>o do/en wheel-

chairs having the new pneumatic rear tires.

This change was accepted by the Na-

tional Wheelchair Basketball

Tournament Officials, with

some major encouragement

by the young University of

Illinois coach.

TheUofl I95.V1954

Gizz Kids wheelchair basket-

ball squad was the only team

in the tournament ha\ ing

pneumatic tires on their

chairs. A faster, quicker and

less fatigued U of 1 team won

never looked back. That was 50 years ago.

almost to this date.

Thanks to the vision of that young U of I

coach. Timothy J. Nugent, the sport of

The Gizz Kids team in )954.

wheelchair basketball and many other

wheelchair sports were forever moved one

giant step forward.

Thanks to this great visionary, the Uni-

vesity of Illinois and its programs associated

with the Division of Disability Resources &
Educational Services at the Urbana-Cham-

paign campus remain recognized as one of

the most outstanding programs in the nation.

Respecttlilly and ever in Tim Nugent's

debt, U of I alumni of 1955. Just a member

of the 1953-1954 U of 1 Gizz Kids National

Wheelchair Basketball Team—with the best

seat in the house.

ITi ^ P^CL . „

In 1948-1949 the

Rehabilitation had its

beginning ... on the

Galesburg Campus of the

University of Illinois

Remodeled PGU building, around 1959.
Ihe tournanieni ami have
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Relections on May 8th Weekend

Carl Lewis

t H\_ I i to all. 1 hope this message

firHis you all well and health). .Xs I continue to

rflflect upon*)iinaH>too brief, reunion. I find

myself still not being able to fully articulate

the deep meaning and emotions of the mo-

ment. It was. indeed, a highlight of my life.

Not from the standpoint, though, of receiving

an honor or university recognition, but this

event ga\ e me the profound opportunity to

factorN', in the swamps of Long Island) in an-

ticipation of a World Record . . . indeed the

Roger Banister of our culture, .^nd certainly

include Tim Harris in that imager) . . . streak-

ing down a laser line, squared jawed against

the w ind. breaking the tape, in World Record

time. WOW! Gentleman, these are what

dreams are made of. and not just your dreams,

but those of many. 1 don't mention your suc-

cesses to swell your heads, although you

should be damned proud of your accomplish-

what the Di\ ision of Intercollegiate Athlet-

ics (DIA), you may remember it as the Ath-

letic Department, has in the "Varsity T" As-

sociation". .An organization that has a mission

to keep that connection through, events

(alumni with curtent athletes), a venue for up-

dates (newsletter, etc.). fundraising for curtent

athletic scholarships. Hall of Fame designa-

tions (# retirement and display), a means to

offer biographies and stories of past athletes, a

directory of alumni athletes, perhaps support

Some of the over-90 participants who attended the banquet. Photo taken by. Tom Schaelges

think and hopefully understand what you all

meant to me. Now. I know that sounds a little

"corny" and perhaps old fashioned, but the

full weight and implications of "role model"

came to me later in life, after becoming an ed-

ucator in the School of Architecture here at the

"Big U". Looking back, imagine if you will.

Brown. Owen and Pollock . . . what a trio

—

what a force of namre and will. That was a

brief moment in time infused in my memory.

And continuing, imagine again, the pride that

the entire track team felt w hen Rich Feltes

rounded that last ""square" comer (of a make

shift track, in a parking lot, behind a watch

Cari LevviS ifar leh) wvnte.' oi tr.i^ article.

Photo taken by: Curt Beamer

ments. but 1 do so to increase the under-

standing of what those memories ha\ e had

on what I and many others have become.

Those accomplishments are part of me and

perhaps to some extent, what has driven me

to my life's successes. You see, as I stood on

the sidelines, witnessing your accomplish-

ments, I was taught that sacrifice, strength

of will, diligence, character, group dynamics

and the idea of ""team", were what was

needed to accomplish these heroics, yes,

heroics! The ""Laurel Wreaths" were not

placed on your heads because you were

some poor disabled people emulating

athletes ... you WERE athletes, GREAT
athletes. This is the importance of the

opportunity that we had all been given.

The opportunity to participate in sports.

Forgive my wordiness, but these images

are the connections through the history of

the program, the foundation of the ""com-

mon bond" that Kim so aptly stated. I think

then, that an attempt to nurture these con-

nections (history) and the meaning of these

bonds should be our goal. Well, how you

may ask? Perhaps an organization, similar to

Cliff Crase, along with his wife Nancy. Judy Waterman

Huston (AB '65, AM W) and Earl Huston (BS "66) proudly

display their framed varsity letters presented during the

banquet. Photo taken by: Curt Beamer

Varsity "T' groups around the country w hich

could host games and events, etc. Well. 1 think

you get the picture.

Enough for nov\ and thank you for sharing

a few of my thoughts. It w as. indeed, great to

see you again and 1 offer my apologies for

those of you who 1 was not able to reconnect

or have time to share more ""stories".

See ya. Carl.
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Let Us Not Lose the Past
"A Book in the Writing"

Robert N. Drew

t s^^ ^^ lories neeilei.:

Recently many of us spent a weekend lo-

gttberin riiampaifn-Urbana. That time to-

gether made me \ ery aware that the wonder-

ful stories about our unique edueation are

slipping away. Il saddened me to see that so

many of the early students had passed away.

I have such vivid memories of many of

them. I am in the process of writing a book

about the strength, courage, endurance and

humor that all humans need and use as they

face the common and every day challenges

of life. The book is intended to proside an

uplifting perspective that might encourage

some to move past low points in their lives.

I hope to use this and a second book to pre-

serve for others some of the experiences of a

group of people who participated in a his-

toric experiment that grew and changed the

world in so many ways. As a member of that

group you ha\e an outstanding wealth of

knowledge about an experience that should

be shared.

I am writing this article to invite you to

send me your stories. Send me things that

have happened to you. Not fancy writing,

just in your own words as if you were writ-

ing a letter or an e-mail. Humorous events,

sad things, anything that you enjoyed or felt

was important to you. You should include

photos of you and your friends or any other

memorabilia that helps tell your stories. I

hope you will take the time to record your

experiences. It is far more important that

you may believe. I will take great care of

any pictures or personal items that you send

me. 1 will scan them into the computer and

return them to you in the same container

you send to me. I look forward to hearing

from you.

In aildition to sending articles, etc. to my
home adihcss; 904 E. Grand Avenue. St.

Joseph. Illinois 61873; you can contact ine

by phone (2 1 7-469-9059) or e-mail

(drewroberKs'insightbb.com). However, I

would prefer to have original pictures rather

than using attachments to e-mail. I can scan

them with a high-resolution scanner and

have a beter chance of repairing those dam-

aged with time. Also. I may be able to im-

prove composition, color and clarity. I feel

that having the originals may result in a bet-

ter final product.

Thank you in adsance for your stories

and memories!

Champaign-Urbana
Mass Transit District

^' We salute all 2004-2005 atl;letes, coacl:ies

am) volunteers for a job well bonel

Comfortable * REliable * Accessible

Let us take you to your destination.

384-8188

TTY 384-7433
www.cumtd.com
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A Post-Polio Perspective on the Transition

from a Metal/Leather Brace to
a Plastic/Metal Hybrid

Richard J. Fe/tes

t

I^^ I contracted polio before iny first

bi^day. Although the \ irus caused paralysis

ilMwtt^eg!^ ^Whritirtunate in that only one

leg required a full-length leg brace—known

within the medical field as a KAFO or Knee

Ankle Foot Orthosis. The style of leg brace

fitted to me in the early 1950's, which I con-

tinued to use for over 50 years, was essen-

tially the same that Franklin Roosevelt used

in the 30"s and 40"s—stainless steel uprights

joined by leather covered steel bands. A
strapped leather pad stabilized the knee, and a

brace shoe attached to steel uprights rounded

out this tested but rather dated orthosis.

Over the years, after frequent breaks in

the uprights, knee joint and foot stirrup, 1

periodically asked my orthotist about ad-

vances in leg brace technology. He was re-

luctant to recommend a plastic leg brace be-

cause of my history of frequent brcakdow ns

and the general difficulty in changing brac-

ing systems for older post-polios. And so it

was until fellow post-polio. Kim Pollock,

visited my home in September 2001.

I've known Kim since our collegiate days

at the University of Illinois where we com-

peted in wheelchair athletics. Kim was elated

over his new plastic/metal hybrid orthosis,

crafted by Glen Ham-Rosbrock Co. at Bever-

ley Hills Prosthetics & Orthotics, Inc.. in Van

Nuys, CA. Glen, a post-polio orthotist, spent

years perfecting innovative, lightweight and

comfortable KAFO's using the latest compo-

nents. After listening to Kim's testimonial

on the improved comfort and stability of this

updated leg brace technology for post-polios,

1 decided to make the plunge. My wife pro-

vided invaluable encouragement by pointing

out "it was now or never!" Within a few

months, I secured the necessary insurance

approval and was on my way to California.

This article is intended to convey what I

learned in transitioning to a modem ortho.sis

so that other post-polios may benefit from

my experience.

.Advantages of a Plastic/Metal Hybrid

Brace: I'm experiencing greater comfort.

l«"-^^v-' '^^. ";^> ""IjCv^'^ ' i^
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Major modifications should be tackled

before moving onto minor adjustments.

Then start wearing your new orthosis for

1-2 hours a day. Keep scheduling appoint-

ments with the orthotist (or return brace by

UPS) until a reasonably accurate fit is

achie\ ed. Have confidence that your leg

will adjust to the new orthosis as usage is

gradually increased. Within a few weeks

youMl be enjoying a superior bracing system

and wondering why you didn't make the

change earlier.

Helpful Hints:

• .Ask your orthotist for stainless steel up-

rights if your brace undergoes repeated

stress. Although somewhat heavier than

aluminum, steel provides e.xtra

strength, rigidity and reliability.

• During initial fittings, be sure the or-

thotist leaves enough material to in-

crease the depth of the upper thigh shell

if you feel pressure on your thigh when

sitting or driving. I had the thigh shell

depth increased on both of iny braces.

• Rather than securing the foot in the

plastic foot plate with a strap, consider

pulling a stretchy sock over both your

foot and plastic foot plate. You'll find

that a sock over the foot orthosis is not

only more comfortable but it also con-

ceals the stainless steel uprights. Wrap

the double action ankle joints with

black electrical tape to avoid tears if

you go the sock route.

• Sheering of copper rivets is the only

problem I've encountered thus far. Ask

your orthotist to secure both the tibial

and thigh shells to the uprights with

stainless steel rather than copper rivets.

• If you wear a thigh sock (highly recom-

mended) be sure to install a small strip

of sticky backed Velcro (the prickly

side) on the external outside top of the

thigh shell to secure the thigh sock

(which is folded over the top of the

thigh shell).

• Be sure to request beige colored mate-

rial for the 2 straps located on the upper

thigh shell and calf as beige stays

cleaner than white.

• Wear lightweight lOOVr polyester long

underwear if you are annoyed by per-

spiration on the upper thigh shell. REl

item number 705476 is an excellent

product and is available in a variety of

sizes at www.rei.com.

• Finally, to avoid damage to your cloth-

ing, cover all rivets with small strips of

adhesive Velcro (plush side).

Maintenance & Backup: Preventative

maintenance will reduce the odds of un-

timely breakdowns. I would suggest return-

ing your brace to the orthotist twice yearly

for lubrication, rivet check and thorough in-

spection of all working parts. Between brace

shop checkups, some orthotists recommend

applying a drop of bicycle shop oil monthly

to the ankle joints and "Door Ease", avail-

able at auto supply stores, to the ankle joint

springs. 1 prefer applying "Door Ease" to all

moving parts in the ankle joint to prevent oil

from staining carpets and clothing. You may

wish to order a back up brace so be sure the

orthotist saves your leg/ foot cast. After

completing all the necessary adjustments on

my new brace and experiencing the many

advantages of a modem KAFO, 1 decided to

order a back up leg brace. 1 took the initia-

tive of meeting with my company's health

insurance officer with a physician's note in

hand underscoring the importance of a back-

up orthosis in maintaining a consistent work

schedule.

Final Thoughts: The change from a con-

ventional to a plastic/metal hybrid leg brace

takes time, patience and commitment from all

parties. 1 can attest to the challenge but

strongly feel the payoff is worth the effort.

An orthopedic doctor I consulted with during

my transition summed it up best by empha-

sizing the importance of "regularly reinvent-

ing yourself". Leg brace design and materials

have come a long way since the 5()'s—all you

rieed to do is enter the transition process with

a detemiined attitude to "reinvent" your walk.

One last item—my successful transition to a

modem leg brace was aided by the prayerful

support of family and friends—consider ask-

ing the Almighty to lend a hand as well. A
modern KAFO can improve your quality of

life! Good Luck!!

Contact Information: My new plastic/

metal hybrid leg braces were made by

Beverley Hills Prosthetics and Orthotics Inc.

15230 Burbank Blvd., Suite 103 Van Nuys,

CA 9 1 4 1 1—contact Keith Vinnecour at

8 1 8-988-0033—www.bhpoinc.com or

keithin'bhpoinc.com. Tom Lottermoser at

Ballart Orthopedic— 1250 N. Mill Street,

Naperville. IL 60563 has preformed expert

adjustments and repairs on my leg braces.

A great craftsman in Illinois for making

orthopedic shoe modifications is Frank

Sorrentino at Mont Clare Shoe Repair, 7181

W. Grand Avenue, Chicago, IL 617(J7: tel:

773-637-3872. Frank follows well written

instructions to a T and will retum your

shoes promptly via UPS. Rich Feltes,

rfeltes@refco.com, resides in Lisle, Illinois

"We're not your typical

University of Illinois Fraternity"

DELTA SIGMA OMICRON
was established at the University of Illinois in 1948

It has been a strong voice on campus for students

with disabilities and their needs ever since.

DELTA SIGMA OMICRON
can offer you:

• Leadership Opportunities

• Volunteer/Service Opportunities • Fellowship

DELTA SIGMA OMICRON
needs you to continue to prosper.

For more Information on meeting dates and times and current events,

call: (217) 333-4607 or visit our website at

http://www.dlsablllty.uluc.edu or e-mail us at dso(@uluc.edu
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How Teaching and the Students
I Have Taught Touched My Life

Rose Marie Benecke

t when I graduated from Web-

st^ College, St. Louis. MO in 1962 with a

Bmn llome Economics Education 1 was

ready to teach "high schoolers" how to sew

and cook! Since 1 contracted Polio in 1951,

1 used a wheelchair as a means of mobility. 1

had done my state required practice teaching

at the high school 1 had attended so 1 knew 1

was certified to do the job.

When 1 hit the real world. 1 could not

tlnd a position as a Home Economics

teacher at an accessible school that had an

opening in my field. September came and

went and 1 did not have a job! In early Octo-

ber I was offered a half time position teach-

ing 5th grade at a St. Louis County Catholic

school. Even though the school had two

steps to get into, the principal, who was the

other half teacher, assured me two of the 5th

grade boys would help me in and out each

day, which they faithfully did.

13 k P^CT.
In 1948 Delta Sigma Omicron

was founded. In 1950 the first

publication of Sigma Signs

was printed.

Sigma Signs was produced by

and financed througli

the efi'orts of students in

the Rehab Program.

I enjoyed the post so much that I began

taking graduate classes to become certified

m elementary education. The next year 1

was hired full time to teach seventh grade.

The students were quite welcoming and ac-

cepting of my physical challenges. At that

time I was driving my Dad's 4-door car and

needed help to get the wheelchair out of the

trunk. Two boys met me in the parking lot

each morning in all kinds of weather and as-

sisted me with the wheelchair. The same

procedure took place in the afternoon. Often

several students stayed after school with me

to help grade papers, etc. When

going over to Church they fought

over who was going to push me.

This necessitated taking turns.

After teaching several more years

at Catholic schools, including one in

Champaign, Illinois. 1 found myself

teaching and living in New Jersey

where my husband had taken a job.

With certification in Elementary Ed-

ucation. 1 decided 1 wanted to pro-

cure a teaching position in a public

school to increase my earning capac-

ity. 1 sent out many resumes and ap-

plications and received a few inter-

views. This being the late 60"s there

was no ADA for assistance from dis-

crimination. The results of the inter-

views were negative with comments

like, "You can't do playground duty"

or "You can't actively teach games on the

playground" and even, "You'd be an embar-

rassment to the parents!" After several of

these interviews, I was devastated, thinking

I would never teach in the public school

system.

Around that time 1 got a call from Parsip-

pany-Troy Hills School District Assistant

Superintendent, Joe Huber. asking to come

observe me where 1 was teaching at St.

Joseph School in West Orange, New Jersey.

After his hour visit, he offered me a contract

for the coming school year. This contract

doubled my salary. Upon being hired at

Troy Hills Elementary School to teach 6th

grade I was told I would be required to

teach PE four days a week as the PE teacher

was only available to our school one day per

week. At first 1 didn't know how I would do

this but 1 figured I'd find a way. The kids

were old enough that they could learn

through verbal instruction so we played a lot

of different "ball" games.

The second year at Troy Hills while

teaching .^rd grade (my favorite) we had a

fire drill in which the Parsippany Fire De-

partment came for inspection. During fire

drills two of my boys always helped me out

the doors and down the small ramp that the

school had installed for accessibility. After

the "all clear" we returned to the classroom

Ernest and Rose Mane Benecke

where the Fire Chief applauded my two

helpers. Their buttons almost popped off

their shirt, they were so proud. Several

years before while living in Skokie, IL, I

was turned down for a teaching position

with their district because 1 would be a "fire

hazard" in the classroom.

During my six and a half years of teach-

ing elementary school I never had a problem

due to my being in a wheelchair. Once the

students understood why 1 used a wheel-

chair and were given the opportunity to ask

questions they accepted me as their "teacher".

After obtaining a Master's Degree in

Special Education in 198.^. 1 obtained a full

time teacher position with Special School

District of St. Louis County.

Two years ago I retired from nineteen

memorable years of teaching. Durhig those

years 1 taught mainly at a vocational/techni-

cal high school working with students who

are learning disabled, behavior disordered or

mildly mentally retarded.

Before 1 contracted Polio at age 1 1 . 1 had

always thought I would be a dancer. 1 never

thought I would find my life work as a

teacher, but after dancing around several

pre-ADA obstacles I feel I've been blessed

to have touched so many lives as a teacher I

know the students have touched mine.
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Disability Success Story:

Presenting the Illinois Story

^ I he Univer.sil) ot IIIiikms al

I ^ana-Champaign has long been known

litfits piont^rii)g4j^('granis and services for

student Willi liisabililies. And judging by

lesiilis of leeeiil sliidies of employment oiil-

eoiiK's for Universily graduates with severe

disabilities, those programs are continuing

lo make their mark. Recent survey re-

sponses from 94 Illinois alumni with spinal

cord injuries or disease (SCID) who gradu-

ated between I97X and 2002 indicate that 79

percent of graduates with paraplegia and 70

percent of those with quadriplegia were em-

plovetl. In addition:

• 92 percent had worked for pay in the

past five years;

• 90 percent had graduate degrees;

• 73 percent had annual personal incomes

greater than $35,000;

• 42.8 percent had annual personal in-

comes in excess of $50,000.

Brad Hedrick, the Director of the

Division of Disability Resources and

Educational Services and principal invesii-

galor for Ihe study, said those figures con-

trast with a 2000 National Organization on

Disability/Harris poll that indicated only 33

percent of working-age persons with dis-

kSijd Hednck (Director of ORES), was the

principal investigator for this study.

abiliiies with college degrees were working

lull-iime for pay, and 12 percent were work-

ing part-time.

These tlala and others were presented by

Hedrick and Tanya Gallagher, the Dean of the

College of Applied Life Studies and the

Director of the Disability Research Institute,

al the Emerging Workforce Conference in

Weslon, Florida. The conference included

representatives from the National Council on

Disability, the Social Security Administration,

and re|iresenlalives from other federal, state

aiul mlernallonal entilies.The presentation by

Gallagher and Hedrick focused on the

streniilhs of the "Illinois Model" for educat-

ing students with disabilities. The model,

lleilrick said, "is bom of a holistic philosophy

iluii includes academic, physical, social and

psychological supports."

Among its many components, the Illinois

Moilel includes intensive Iransilional orien-

lalion for students on both ends of ihe colle-

giaie experience—as they move from high

school lo Ihe university, and later, from the

universily into Ihe job iiiarkel. Illinois is one

of only three institutions to offer personal-

assistant services, which Hedrick said, .serve

as a bridge
—"between the mom-and-dad

service" students with disabilities have typi-

cally relied upon and "the self-sufficient

approach to the management of personal

assistants that they will need to be success-

ful following graduation."

In addition to the survey results of

alumni with SCID, Hedrick said another

measure of the success of the Illinois Model

is the fact that only one percentage point

separates the graduation rate of Illinois stu-

dents with disabilities from that of the cam-

pus al large. "Bui nationally, according to a

1999 study by the National Center on Edu-

cation Statistics, students with disabilities

are 15 percent less likely to graduate than

their peers without disabilities," he said.
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ISTEP
(Illinois Students Taking Effective Preparation)

Kim Collins, Ph.D.

Coordinator of Cognitive and Psychological Disability Services

X T%^ I he literature notes that there

ar%significant gaps between the availability

o^^sKeco^^aiy ^tions and the number of

studen* with disabilities accessing these

programs successfully. This is due to many

factors and can include lack of appropriate

preparation in secondary schools regarding

course work, college selection, etc.. being

unable to inform school officials of disabil-

ity-related information, and problems com-

municating needs for accommodations.

Self-advocacy, self-determination, and

study/organizational skills are critically im-

portant for students with disabilities to de-

velop prior to beginning their postsecondary

education experience. However, this is an

area in which many secondary schools fall

short. Even high achievmg students w ith

disabilities lack the necessary skills to be

successful and succeed at the college le\el.

During the summer of 2004. DRES
hosted its first annual summer transition pro-

gram, called ISTEP (Illinois Students Taking

Effective Preparation). Secondary to a gram

from Procter and Gamble, DRES staff devel-

oped a week long camp for incoming Uni-

versity of Illinois students w ith \ arious types

of disabilities. The goals of the summer pro-

gram are two-fold. First, to increase the num-

ber of students with disabilities attending

college by helping them prepare. Second, to

teach students the skills necessary to in-

crease their retention after they start their

college career.

Si.\ students participated in the pilot pro-

gram which focused on intense classroom

activities at the Rehabilitation Education

Center, campus tours, and evening activities

at Beckwith Residence Hall, where the stu-

dents resided. Training focused on the fol-

lowing areas: understanding of strengths and

weaknesses secondary to disability, self-ad-

vocacy skills, differences between college

and high school accommodations, orienta-

tion to college life, social skills, effective

learning habits, time manageinent. and study

strategies. Other features of the program in-

cluded a sample class format, introduction to

campus services/campus tours, use of assis-

tive technology, and increased computer

skills. These objectives were accomplished

through classroom instruction, group proj-

ects, and individual sessions with case man-

agers. Data was collected to assess the effec-

tiveness of the program in increasing the

retention and employability of students with

disabilities. The format is currently being re-

vised for the summer of 2005 so that a larger

number of students can participate.
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Delta Sigma Omicron (AZO)
Hosts the 55th Annual Awards Banquet

t D% K^^ cita Sigm;i Omicmii (DSO) is

thuUnivcrsity of Illinois disability sciAicc

(Mgaoizatio^ lh<>t. i^as loimded by siudciits in

1948 tCTsupport education, service and re-

search in reluibilitalion. It is open to all stu-

dents on campus intcieslcd in disability re-

lated issues and offers opportunities for

leadership and self-advocacy skill develop-

ment, community volunteer work, and fel-

lowship. The motto of DSO is " To exercise

our abilities to a maximum so as to mini-

mize our disabilities, that we may live most

and serve best."

Each year. DSO hosts an awards banquet

to recognize current students with disabili-

ties and alumni for outstanding service,

leadership and achievement. The highlight

of the evening was the presentation of

awards to 10 current students and alimini.

The Pamela Borelli & Family Leader-

ship Achievement Award is presented each

year to two students with disabilities who

have maintained a standard of excellence in

academics while also demonstrating leader-

ship in a student organization. Senior Abhy

Sorkin (College of Business) and Junior

Michael Gorman (College of Commerce and

Business Administration) were recognized

for their outstanding leadership in a student

organization and well balanced involvement

Kim Collins presented Michael Corman with

tt'~ ,"jrne/a Borel^ ^- ^ -~
' Leadership

Achieve- I

Kim Collins presented Abby Sorkin with the

Pamela Borelli & Family Leadership

Achievement Award.

in academics and other campus activities.

Abby earned many honors while at the

University of Illinois. She was on the Dean's

List for four semester, was a LAS Honors

Scholarship recipient, was inducted into Phi

Eta Sigma the Freshman National Honors

Society and was a member of Alpha Lambda

Delta National Honors Society.

She was a member of the Business Coun-

cil, a service organization for the business

school and helped raise money benefiting can-

cer research with the goal of providing schol-

arships to nursing students. She was an Atius-

Sacheni participant and voice soloist in 2001

and 2002 and was a member of Alpha Epsilon

Phi sorority since her freshman year. Abby

served on the executive board as historian and

was responsible for alumni relations, rituals,

composite board and various chapter and

national newsletters.

Abby was a student employee of

the Ofllce of Text Conversion at the

Division of Disability Services and

Educational Resources and com-

pleted two internships, one with a

top catalog ct)mpany in Venion

Hills, Illinois, and one with a home

health care facility in .Seville, Spain;

Atencion Social Al-Andaluz.

Michael Gorman has served as

the state's Goodwill Ambassador

for the Muscular Dystrophy Asso-

ciation and has attended many fund raisers

and events for the associatit)n. He is a mem-
ber of the Finance Club and the Wall Street

Club, two registered student organizations

on campus. He is also a member of Phi Chi

Theta business fraternity and has served on

the community service committee. Michael

has also served as the Vice-president of the

Beckwith Student Government.

Sophomore Anjali Forber-Pratt (College

of Applied Life Studies) was presented the

Bill Stewart Memorial Award. The Bill

Stewart Memorial Endowment Fund was es-

tablished by the Moore Foundation of Indi-

anapolis, Indiana to foster student leadership

in the Division of Disability Resources and

Educational Services (DRES) at the U of I.

The primary focus of the Fund is to support

an annual award to an undergraduate or grad-

uate student with a disability who demon-

strates spirit, courage, and concern for others.

The unique aspect of this Fund is that the

award recipient will "Pass the Baton" by

choosing the manner in which a portion of

the income will be used to purchase service

and/or equipment for the benefit of other U
of I students with disabilities. Anjali is pur-

suing a degree in Speech and Hearing Sci-

ence. Anjali has been active in many ways

around campus. She has been a room coordi-

nator for Boxes and Walls, a program de-

signed to eliminate stereotypes and educate

students, faculty, and the community about

different groups of people. She is a member

of the Friendship Program of the Volunteer

mini and a member of the Assmebly Hall

Student Committee responsible for address-

ing student concerns about the Assembly

Hall. Anjali is a member of the National

Anjali Forber-Pratt poses with her friend, Jessica Galli,

after receiving the Bill Stewart Memorial Award.
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Student Speech Language Hearing Associa-

tion and Alpha Epsilon Phi. She also works

part-time as a tele-counselor for the Office of

Admissions and Records. During her sum-

mers. Anjali works for Camp Arrow head in

Natick, Massachusetts, a camp for persons

w iih special needs.

The DSO Life Membership Award is

presented to a person or persons who have

contributed outstanding service in the form of

financial and personal aid and support of the

service fraternity and DRES. Goldie Jones

saw many changes in the way that student

services were provided over her years of

service with DRES. With the addition of

new services, mandated services, changes in

staff and the ever changing physical outlook

of the University. Goldie was the one con-

stant to the students with disabilities that

needed daily assistance with their accom-

modations. She was often the first point of

contact for a prospective student and then

became their "go to" person once they ar-

rived on campus. Goldie went above and be-

yond to ensure that students would be suc-

cessful. She took a personal interest in all

of the students she came in contact with.

She was not only interested in helping them

to get the disability-related services they

needed but she was also interested in help-

ing the students develop so that they could

reach their full potential.

Not only was Goldie in touch with each

student that requested services from DRES,

but she was the varsity athletics program's

biggest fan by supporting the athletes at

games as a spectator, volunteering at events,

and hanging numerous photographs all over

her office. She sponsored any student that

asked her for a pledge for DSO's Wheel-a-

thon; placed ads in Siiima SifinsiMedia Guide

and organized the New and Returning Student

Picnic held at the beginning of each year.

As stated by a student "Goldie Jones is a

person that has had a very dramatic impact

on my college career! 1 remember how I

was amazed at how much she was willing to

help my family and me when we first visited

campus. She talked with us. answered many

of our questions about DRES, about cam-

pus, and about Champaign in general. If she

couldn't answer a question, she was able to

put us in contact with someone who could. I

can honestly say that if it had not been for

Goldie. I probably would not have stayed at

Illinois!"

Senior Dylan Boot was presented The

Timothy J. Nugent Award for his ouistand-

Dylan Boot was the

recipient of the

Timothy J. Nugent

Award.

ing service. The Timothy J. Nugent Award

was established to honor Professor Timothy

J. Nugent. Founder and Director Emeritus of

the Rehabilitation-Education Center at the U

of I. The award is presented annually in

recognition of service perfomied by a stu-

dent to both the rehab program and his/her

fellow students. The recipient is judged on

attributes including personal integrity,

human dignity, intellectual endeavor, pride

in self, and concern for others. Dylan gradu-

ated with a degree in Psychology and is

pursuing a Master's degree in Rehabilitation

Counseling at San Diego State University.

While on campus. Dylan actively con-

tributed to multiple organizations. He was

inducted into the

National Honors

Societies of Phi

Kappa Phi and

Psi Chi where he

was involved in

the publicity

committee. He
was also in-

volved with

LINK (Learning

in the Commu-
nity), a program

that fosters a

partnership be-

tween the univer-

sity and local or-

ganizations and

schools. Through

this program, he

assisted with the

development of a

horticulture cen-

ter and adapted physical education equip-

ment for Swann School, a Champaign area

school for students with severe disabilities.

Dylan was involved with Delta Sigma

Omicron since his freshman year and served

on its executive committee for two years as

the treasurer. He always took an active role

in the Annual Holiday Party for children

with disabilities and the Whecl-a-thon. He

served as the president of the Beckwiih Stu-

dent Government and single-handedly

raised over $1,800 through their Wheel

Awareness Campaign which seeks to

heighten the awareness of college students

about disabilities by allowing them to spend

the day in a wheelchair.

Dylan has done volunteer work with

Provena Mental Helath Clinic and has

worked for the Champaign-Urbana Special

Recreation as a group leader and camp

counselor for several after-school programs

and summer camps for children with dis-

abilities.

The Carol Ann Kostka Award was estab-

lished in memory of Carol Kostka who at-

tended the University of Illinois through

1980-1987. She was studying to receive a

Master's degree in English. It is given

annually to enhance educational opportuni-

ties for students with disabilities who utilize

the programs and service of DRES and who

demonstrate academic excellence. The

award was presented to Brian Smith for his

outstanding academic excellence and com-

munity involvement. Brian is a senior in the

College of Applied Life Studies majoring in

Pat Thiessen (center) presented Brian Smith (leh) with the Carol Ann Koska

Award and Esther Lee (r/ghtj with the Matthew Allan Odelius Award-

Sports Management. Brian has earned the

Eagle Scout, the highest rank in Boy Scouts,

serves on ADA committee of his hometown

of Oshkosh. Wl.. and is a James Scholar He
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has served as treasurer lor the Beckw ilh

Student Government, is an acti\ e member

of the Beckwith Social Committee, the

Boccia Club. Campus Crusade for Christ.

and College Republicans.

Esther Lee was awarded the Matthew

Allan Odelius Award which was established

in the memory of Matthew Odelius. who at-

tended the U of I and was a student in the

College of Agriculture. Consumer Educa-

tion and Environmental Sciences. Matthew

was dedicated to leading an independent life

and to never let his disability overshadow

his positive attitude. The recipient of the

award must be a U of I student with a severe

disability residing at Beckwith Residence

Hall, be in good academic standing, and

demonstrate leadership. Esther is a senior

majoring in English and Rhetoric with her

topic of study being pre-law. She is the

founder of the Boccia Club, a registered stu-

dent organization, the Volunteer Illini where

she served on the 1-Vote Committee, and has

been a member of Delta Sigma Omicron

where she served as editor for Sigma Signs/

Media Guide. Esther is an avid reader and

writer of poetry for which she has won

several awards.

The highest honor to be bestowed upon

alumni and current students with disabilities

at the DSO Awards Banquet is the Harold

Scharper Achievement and Service Awards.

These awards commemorate the contribu-

tions of Harold Scharper to the early devel-

opment of DRES. and the opportunities

which now exist on the U of I campus for

the education of persons with disabilities.

Harold Scharper was the first paraplegic to

attend the University of Illinois and follow-

ing his death in 1950. members of DSO and

friends established the awards in his mem-

ory. They are presented in recognition of

Mr. Scharper's preference that the unselfish

achievements and service of others be rec-

ognized about all other things.

Linda Mastandrea and Helen Byard

Jones were the recipients of the 2003 Harold

Scharper Achievement Award. Linda re-

ceived her Bachelor of Arts Degree in

Speech Communication from the University

of Illinois 1986. While attending the Univer-

sity of Illinois she became interested in

wheelchair athletics and joined the U of I

women's wheelchair basketball team. She

was a member of the team that won the Na-

tional Women's Wheelchair Basketball

Tournament in 1986 and v\as on the second

place team in 1985. Her interest in athletics

Linda Mastandrea

was a recipient of

the 2003 Harold

Scharper

Achievement Award.

continued after her graduation from college.

She found that she had a special talent for

wheelchair track and went on to become a

Gold and Silver Medalist in the 1996 Para-

lympics in wheelchair track. Linda is a world

record holder in the 200. 400. 800 and 1.500

meter events and a national record holder in

the 100. 2(M). 400 800 and 1 .500 meter events.

In international competition she has won 15

gold and 5 silver medals. Because of her ath-

letic victories she has won numerous awards

from organizations honoring her for her ac-

complishments in sports and advocacy for

athletics for those with disabilities. From No-

vember 1998 to November 1999 Linda was

the regional director for America's Athletes

with Disabilities in Chicago. Illinois. In this

position she developed their regional office,

coordinated all aspects of that year's National

Wheelchair Basketball Tournament including

development, marketing, event planning, vol-

unteer coordination, logo design and

implemented the fundraising and develop-

ment plan.

Upon graduation from the University of

Illinois she became an indi\ iduial account

representative for HealthChicago HMO in

Lisle. Illinois. The next year she moved to

Newport News, Virginia where she was em-

ployed by the Pensinsula Center for

Independent Living as a peer counselor. In

this position she conducted statewide

community outreach and advocacy on dis-

ability issues, taught independent living

skills and provided other training to individ-

uals with disabilities, developed a satellite

office ft)r the agency and wrote and edited

their monthly newsletter. She has also been

program manager for the Progress Center

for Independent Living in Oak Park. Illinois.

In this position she wrote and monitored

federal, state and private contracts and

grants, conducted community outreach and

advocacy programs, and developed a satel-

lite office at Moraine Valley Community

College.

Linda's interest in disabihty advocacy is-

sues prompted her to attend Chicago-Kent

College of Law, Illinois Institute of Technol-

ogy. She received her Juris Doctor in 1994.

In January of 1997 she became an adjunct

professor for the college teaching disability

law. In 1999 she joined the Client Assis-

tance Program. Office of Rehabilitation Ser-

vices. Department of Human Services for

the State of Illinois where she served as

legal councel. In this position she advocated

on behalf of clients with disabilities who

were receiving services from state agencies,

represented clients in the appeals for serv-

ices process, trained advocates and contract

attorneys on disability laws, rules and regu-

lations, conducted statewide community

outreach and advised the agency in the in-

terpretations of law rules, regulations and

policies.

Linda now has her own private law prac-

tice. Her concentration is in civil law includ-

ing disability discrimination in employment

and public accommodation. Some of her

clients are other law firms for which she

writes legal briefs. She teaches a course on

employment law for an online university

course. Linda conducts training sessions and

gives presentation on disability law, educa-

tion and awareness to local, state and na-

tional audiences. These presentations run

the gamut from legal issues including ADA
matters to promoting sports for those with

disabilities. She has also been on numerous

committees, both locally and nationally,

dealing with various issues involving the

disabled community.

Helen Byard Jones started her academic

career at Boston College where she

earned her AA degree in Liberal Arts in

1959. She entered the University of Illinois

is 1959 as a junior She earned her BS in

Speech Pathology and Audiology in 1961.

She then moved to New York with her hus-

band to be. Stephen M. (Tern, ) Jones so that

they both could further their educations.

Helen earned her MA in Speech Pathology

from Hunter College in 1963. She holds a

Certificate of Clinical Competence from the

American Speech & Hearing .Association, a

Life California Teaching Credential for

Adults. Life Community College Instructor

Credential in Special Education and a Life

College Supervisor's Credential.

In 1969 she and her husband and family

mo\ ed to Palo Alto. California where Terry

took a job as a clinical psychologist at the

VA hospital and a teaching job at Stanford
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University. Helen stayed home with their

two daughters for several years before re-

joining the workforce. She and Terry broke

ground in New York when they adopted

their children by being the first disabled

couple to adopt. She had learned from Tim

Nugent that life had

many options and

opportunities and

that her disability

did not rule her

life—she did!

Helen worked

part-time for sev-

eral years as a

speech therapist at

Santa Clara Valley

Medical Center. In

1974 she took a full

time position with

De Anza College as

a Program Admin-

istrator for Physi-

cally Limited Ser-

vices. Her goal w as

to provide the dis-

abled students at

De Anza with serv-

ices similar to what

existed at the Uni-

versity of Illinois.

She worked in that

position until 1984

w hen she became a

counselor for Dis-

abled Student Services at De Anza college.

In conjunction w ith her professional life

she is a member of the California Associa-

tion of Post-Secondary educators of the Dis-

abled and the American Association for the

Advancement of Science. Project on the

Handicapped in Science. She has co-au-

thored a publication called Realities of the

Physically Handicapped, produced and

hosted a 10-part cable series about persons

with disabilities called Nobody's Perfect.

She was the chair of the 1992 California As-

sociation of Post-Secondary Educators of

the Disabled annual convention and a mem-

ber of the California Community College

Chancellor's Office Committee to review

handicapped serv ices and programs.

One of Helen's passions in life is accessi-

ble travel for those with disabilities. She is

an Accessible Travel Specialist for Anglo

California Travel Services in San Jose. Cali-

fornia. She is a tour organizer and leader for

travelers with disabilities not only to desti-

nations within the United States but for

countries in western Europe and the western

hemisphere. Helen is a member of the Soci-

ety for the Ad\ ancement of Tra\ el for the

Handicapped, the Pacific Asian Travel Asso-

ciation and the Travel Industry and Disabled

Exchange. She

has written

numerous articles

for industry trade

journals, publica-

tions for the

disabled, and

local news papers

on tra\ el for the

disabled.

Helen has been

and is active in

community serv-

ice. She has been

on the board of

director for Dis-

abled Program-

mers. Inc. Cuper-

tino Community

Housing for the

Disabled, United

Cerebral Palsy

and Easter Seals

Society of Amer-

ica. She is on

community advi-

sory committees

for Adolescent

Counseling Ser-

vices, the Palo Alto Medical Foundation and

is chair of the leadership team for Theatre-

Works. She volunteers at the Life Long

Learners Organization, U.C.-Santa Cruz and

the Bay Area Organization of Disabled

Sailors.

Upon her retirement Helen entered a

two-year docent"s (museum guide and lec-

turer) training program at the Cantor Arts

center, in Sanford University. When she

graduated she went to London to study at

the British Museum and Oxford University

with a well-known Stanford University clas-

sics professor. She is now a full-fledged do-

cent at the Cantor Arts Center. She also

spends time with her four grandchildren,

reads, enjoys theater, music, art and travel.

She also swims regularly and goes kayaking

in the San Francisco and Monterey Bays

when .she has the chance.

Sarah Kelly was av\ arded the Harold

Scharper Service Award for her exemplary

service achievements and commitment.

Tim Nugent presented Helen Byard Jones with tne

2003 Harold Scharper Achievement Award.

Sarah Kelly entered the university in the fall

of 1996. She received her Bachelor of Sci-

ence in Human Development and Family

Studies with an emphasis on child and ado-

lescent de\elopment and her M.S./M.S.W.

u ith a dual degree in marriage and family

ser\ ices and social work in the fall of 2003.

While working toward her Master's degree,

she worked as a research assistant for the

University of Illinois Community Rehabili-

tation Providers-Rehabilitation Continuing

Education Program where she assisted in the

planning and management of online courses

and helped with other research courses. She

was also a teaching assistant in the Univer-

sity of Illinois Child De\ elopment Labora-

tory's Half-Day Two's Program where she

assisted the teacher w ith classroom manaee-

Sarah Kelly (right) here with her mother,

Marlene McChesney, was the recipient of the

2003 Harold Scharper Service Award.

ment and education programming. She

gained her student teaching experience

while working for the Half-Day Two's pro-

gram acquiring classroom supenision skill,

planning and implementing lesson plans and

communicating with parents concerning

their children's progress.

She has served two internships related to

her work. The first was with the University

of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics where she

was a Child Life Specialist. There she

planned and implemented group play activi-

ties for hospitalized children and helped

them deal w ith painful procedures. She also

interned at OSF St. Francis Medical Center

in the Social Services Department. She

completed psychosocial assessments of the

chronically and critically ill, co-facilitated a

cancer support group, provided supportive

counseling and crisis intervention to pa-

tients, worked with a team to identify pa-

tient and family needs and linked patients

and families with appropriate community

resources.
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While at the Unixersity of IHinois. Sarah

was a member (if the Fighting liiini

Women's Wheelchair Basketball Team. This

led to her being a camp counselor and teach-

ing staff member for the U of I's Summer

Wheelchair Basketball camps for se\ eral

years. She has since gone on to coach a co-

ed team of high school and middle school

youngsters in an Illinois High School Asso-

ciation team for students with physical dis-

abilities in Peoria.

Sarah volunteered at Carle Hospital in

Champaign in the Child Life Department

and their Inpatient Rehabilitation Unit. In

the Child Life Department she worked with

pediatric patients and their families regard-

ing developing routines for children and

proN'ided developmentally appropriate play

acti\ities. In the Rehabilitation Llnit she

answered patients calls and \isited with

them.

Sarah was a member of the Alpha Delta

Mu Social Work Honorary, the Phi L'psilon

Omicron Professional Honorary and the Phi

Eta Sigma Honor Society.

She won The Karen S. Morton Scholar-

ship in 2()()() and was on the Dean's List in

the fall of 1999 and the spring of 2000. She

has also won the George Huff Award, the

Pamela Borelli and Family Leadership

Achievement Award and the Bill Stewart

Memorial Award.

Harold Scharper Achievement and
Service Award Nominations Needed

\ W^^ elta Sigma Omicron (DSO) is

seeking nominations for the prestigious

HjjTold Scharpei" Achievement and the new

Service/Humanitarian Awards.

Harold Scharper was the first paraplegic to

attend the University of Illinois. Following

his untimely death in 1950. the members of

DSO and friends established the achievement

and service awards in his memory. These

awards commemorate his contribution to the

early development of the Di\ision of Rehabil-

itation-Education Services (now. the Division

of Disability Resources and Educational Ser-

vices) and the opportunities that now exist on

the university campus for the education of

persons with disabilities. The awards are a

tribute to the example he set for others with

disabilities, and are given in recognition of

his preference that the unselfish achievements

and services of others are recognized above

all other things.

The Service Award has historically been

given to current students of the university.

However, this yeiu". the Schaiper Awards

Committee made the decision to select a uni-

students are honored for their many good

works with several other awards.

Anyone can nominate persons who have

used the services of the Division of Disabil-

ity Resources and Educational Services. In

your nomination letter, please include that

person's name, address, telephone number,

and years of attendance of the University of

Illinois. Also, please include work history,

accomplishments, awards, and any other in-

formation that will assist the nominating

committee in making the selection as well

as any contributions you feel that person has

made in the area of service to his/her com-

munity. Self-nominations are encouraged.

The awards are presented each year at the an-

nual Delta Sigma Omicron awards banquet.

Please send your nominations to: Brad

Hedrick (Director), Disability Resources

and Educational Services, 1207 S. Oak St..

Champaign. IL 61820.

Mr- Harold Scharper

versity graduate, who excels in service to his

fellownian. for the award. Cun'ent university
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Distinguished Teaching
Award

ID
Ilmiois stuc

oanize exempl^n^a

teachii% assistants v

SO is one of two University of

ois student organizations allowed to rec-

faculty and graduate

s with the University

Awards Program for Excellence in Under-

graduate Teaching. The DSO Distinguished

Teaching Award is given annually to faculty

and/or a graduate teaching assistant for im-

plementing and/or advocating for inno\ ative

instructional strategies, technologies, and

disability-related accommodations, which

afford students with disabilities equal access

to academic resources and curricula at the

University of Illinois. Each recipient re-

ceives a monetary gift and a commemora-

tive plaque which are presented during an

all campus faculty banquet recognizing

teaching excellence.

The recipient of the 2004 DSO Distin-

guished Teaching Award was Professor Roy

H. Campbell from the Department of Com-

puter Science. He was nominated by

Frances Qian. The following are some ex-

erts from her nomination:

One \ear ago, I needed to write a

thesisfor my MS degree in computer

science. At first, I didn 't know what I wanted

to do. Professor Campbell was my MS thesis

advisor He noticed the fact, which other

people always ignore, that some disabled

people stillfaced difficulties in class and

couldn V get adequate accommodations and

help. He also noticed I am a deafperson

and I experienced such difficulties in class.

So he encouraged me to use my strengths

and experience, and my issues surrounding

my deafness, to develop useful software.

This software in an ubiquitous computing

environment can help disabled people,

mostlyfor deafand mute people, to over-

come the difficulties in class. That was how

I decided a good topicfor my thesis. During

my research on my thesis, he gave me much

help and led me to a correct direction when

I was lost. With his invaluable help and sup-

port. I succes.rfully completed my thesis and

graduated in December 2003. Professor

Campbell spent many hours going over

ideasfor my work, refining my not-always-

clear way ofexpressing things, and yet

staying sensitive to me as a deaf individual

with great communication needs.

Besides that, he also tried to arouse

people's attention and concerns about this

software. He introduced the software to

many people, for example, the Intel Corpo-

ration, and reporters that he contacted to

come and learn about my work. I am very

proud of what we have completed together

I really appreciate Professor Campbell.

Without his help and support, I could not

reach ny goal and complete my thesis. I am

also always moved by his enthusiam and

hard work to provide disabled people more

comfortable and useful accommodations in

class ami life.
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Sixth Annual Campus-Wide
Disability Awareness Week

t The Sixth Aiiiuuil C;inipiis-Wide

D^ability Awareness Week was not unlike

ihe previous t'iwwars. Members of cam-

pus un§the community had the opportunity

lo participate in a number ot recreational

activities ranging from Bocce. Broonibail.

Bow ling. Shooting, to lectures, plays, and

demonstrations. In fact, the week was so

busy, that Disability Awareness Week be-

came Disability Awareness Month to ac-

commodate the number of activities and

events.

To start the week/month, horse trainer

Michael Richardson introduced his methods

and philosophies for training horses vs ith the

goal of creating a more harmonious relation-

ship between horse and rider. After a jeep

accident left him a paraplegic. Michael dis-

covered he had to approach horsemanship

from a new perspective—a perspective which taught

him a better and more positive way to communicate

w ith horses. The demonstration was held

at the U of Ts Stock Pavilion.

The U of Fs Boccia Club took on the

Western DuPage Special Recreation As-

sociation's Boccia team in head to head

and team competition. Spectators had a

chance to watch several nationally

ranked Boccia players as well as Sam
Williams, a member of the USA Boccia

Team that competed in the Paralympics

in Athens. Greece.

The Wheel-a-thon continues to raise

money for local organizations that serve

the needs and interests of persons with

disabilities, but this year participants re-

ceived a "treat" when they were done

pushing around the Quad. They were

able to have a massage! Students from

the Parkland School of Massage donated

their time to give massages to those who
pushed laps. Those passing by were able

to have a massage, too, and many of-

fered donations. In total, over $1,800

was raised that day.

Perhaps one of the most successful

recreational activities was the Air Rifle

Clinic. A spoil for everyone, air rifles are

recreational ;ind competitive. The air ri-

tles that DSO has had for years were re-

stored and used to test participant's con-

centration, steadiness and focus. Mr.

Warren Drake, from the local Guns Save

Life Club, instructed participants in range procedures,

fireann safety, and shooting mechanics. Because the

program was so successful, a seven week program was

offered this past tall w ith the possibility of a new regis-

tered student organization for shoot-

ing enthusiasts to be formed in the

spring.

Disability Awareness

Week/Month isn't all recreational

activities. Campus and community

members had the opportunity to

hear two lectures from the Michael

J. Ellis Distinguished Lecture se-

ries. Dr. Robert A. Stodden from the

University of Hawaii at Manoa

spoke on "Supporting Persons with

Disabilities in Postsecondary Educa-

tion Settings: Looking Beyond Basic

Compliiuice." Dr. Michael Weinrich.

the Directory of the National Center

for Rehabilitation Research in the

National Institute of Child Health

and Human Development at the Na-

tional Institute of Health spoke on

"Computers and Stroke Rehabilita-
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The play featured

Terrylene, a deaf ac-

tress who has

appeared in many

tlhns, television

roles, and theater.

The play was her

story of recovering

from childhood sex-

ual abuse. The play

was done in Ameri-

can Sign Language

with a voice actor in-

terpreter.

Finally, the tradi-

tion continued with

tion: What is the Future for Rehabilitation?"

For more information on the lectures, please

visit www.disability. uiuc.edu.

Those interested in employment opportu-

nities listened to a presentation by Patrick

Maher and Rob Figliulo on AbilityLinks.

AbilityLinks is an internet-based advocacy

organization which links employers, service

providers, and qualified job candidates with

disabilities. Patrick and Rob spoke on the

subject of this unique professional resource.

For more information about AbilityLinks,

those interested can visit the website at:

www.abilitylinks.org.
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University of Illinois

Continues its Paralympic Tradition

\ I
stmli

n 1960, a University of Illinois

tent-athlete won the lirst medal at the

Paralympics. Jack Whitman won the medal.

Itwas 4 gola niedal in archery. Jack passed

away on the 29th of September, just one day

after the closing ceremony for the Athens

2004 Games. The tradition that Jack began

in I960 was carried on by 28 current of

former Illinois athletes and three staff.

Below is a list of accomplishments of

these Paralympians:

Athletics

Adam Bleakney (alum)—lOOm (5th), 800m

(Silver Medal)

Jessica C«///-I00m (5th), 400m (4th),

800m (4th), 1500m (8th)

Joshua George- 1 00m (Bronze Medal),

200m (5th), 400m (Bronze Medal)

Scot Hollonbeck (alum)- 1 0000m ( I Ith),

Marathon (24ih)

Miriam Nibley-lOOm (4th), 400m (6th)

Ian Rice (alum)-lOOm (4th), 200m (6th)

Basketball-Men

Patrick Anderson (alum)-Canada (Gold

Medal)

Gavin Cloy (alum)-USA (7th place)

Travis Gaertner- (alum)-Canada (Gold

Medal)

Adam Laiicia-Canada (Gold Medal)

Grant Mizens (alum)-Australia (Silver

Medal)

Chris Stoutenburg (alum)-Canada (Gold

Medal)

Basketball-Women

Patricia Cisneros (alum)-USA (Gold

Medal)

Janna Crawford (alum)-USA (Gold Medal)

Tracey Ferguson (alum)-Canada (Bronze

Medal)

Carlee Hojfman-VSA (Gold Medal)

Emily Hoskins-USA (Gold Medal)

Susan Katz (alum)-USA (Gold Medal)

Teresa Lannon (alum)vUSA (Gold Medal)

Christina Ripp-VSA (Gold Medal)

Jana Stump (alum)-USA (Gold Medal)

Stephanie Wheeler (alum)-USA (Gold

Medal)

Jennifer Warkins (alum)-USA (Gold Medal)

Boccia

Sam W////V(»;,s-Individual and Pairs Play.

Quad Rugby
Norm Lydiuh (alum)-(Bronze Medal)

Swimming
Stephanie Brooks (alum)-IOOm Freestyle

(8th), 400m Freestyle (6th), 400m

Freestyle Relay (Bronze Medal)

Sarah CastIe-WOm Breast stroke (4th)

Sit Volleyball:

Curtis Lease (alum)-(6th place)

Coaches

Mike Frogley-Mens Canadian Wheelchair

Basketball Team (Gold Medal)

Craig Hampel (alum)-Athletics (2 Bronze

Medals, I Silver Medal)

Kevin Orr (alum)-USA Quad Rugby Team

(Bronze Medal)

The international flavor of our current

and former student-athletes has a special

irony. If the University of Illinois were a

country, we would have finished tied

for 14th overall in the medal count.

Congratula-

tions to all

the student-

athletes, past

and present

on their out-

standing

accomplish-

ments and for

their continu-

ation of the

tradition that

Jack began in

I960.

Jack Whitman (left) is seen here with Wayne Broeren; both were very

accomplished wheelchair archers.
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University of Illinois

Summer Wheelchair Basketball Camps

The Wheelchair

AWletics program at the Univer-

s'dy of Illinois jsunlike any

other iwthe world. It stands

alone, not only because of the

level of excellence of the sporis

programs and the academic suc-

cess, but because of leadership

the program has show n to all in-

dividuals who have disabilities in 15-T9 year old camp participants.

Controlled scrimmages provide a place for

fundamentals to be used.

the world. For almost twenty years, the sum-

mer wheelchair sports camps have played a

key role in the program's role as a leader in

disability sport. This past summer was not

any different as the camps grew and improve-

ments were made so that we can continue to

lead and provide opportunities for young men

and women with disabilities to achieve their

potential.

The core of the summer wheelchair bas-

ketball camps is the 15-19 year old camp and

it was again the largest camp offered with 71

youths registering. For the eighth straight

year, it was the largest junior wheelchair bas-

ketball camp in the world. More importantly,

the camp continued to offer the highest qual-

ity individual instruction of any camp. The

core of the staff came from the coaching staff

and the student-athletes of the wheelchair ath-

letics program. Young men and women from

around the country came to learn the Univer-

sity of Illinois wheelchair ba.sketball .system

that continues to [iroduce some of the very

best student-athletes in the world.

Much smaller in nature, the 10-14 year

old camp offered the highest coach to ath-

lete ratio at 1:2. With such a ratio, this group

of athletes received a great deal of one on

one instruction so critical for the develop-

ment of athletes at this age. No other camp

in the nation is able to offer coaching of this

quality. Twenty-one young men and women
attended this camp. Because of the unique

pHH
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10-T4 year old camp participants. You have to start sometime

Campers worl< on ball handling: "Keep your head up!

year the camp

was offered, two

young ladies at-

tended, one going

onto represent the

USA at the Para-

lympics and one

serving as an al-

ternate for the

USA women's

Paraiympics

team. New to the

camp this year

£//te camp participants.

Pat Anderson showed elite campers

where the bar is.

was a controlled scrimmage each night that

saw the camp athletes pitted against mem-

bers of the Canadian Men's National Team

training in Champaign for the summer. Each

night the campers had the opportunity to test

their skills against the likes of Pat Anderson.

Joe Johnson and Dave Durepos. seeing first

hand what it will take to the be the very

best.

The newest camp offered by the program

is the Team camp. Teams from around the

country come here, along with their

coaches, to learn team skills. While the

other camps focus mainly on individual

skills and individual skill instruction, the

Dan Ferreira teaches shooting:

"Wrist cocked, finger pads/"

team camp focuses on team offense, team

defense and transition with the added bene-

fit of having the Illinois coaching staff

"Eyes on your target. ".

Canadian team member, Ross Norton, makes

life difficult for elite camper Steve Serio.
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Team camp participants.

working directly with the coaches of these

junior teams to help improve the coaches.

By focusing on team skills taught to intact

wheelchair basketball players. The Illinois

players were given specific instructions for

each game so that the junior team they were

tional tournament with the eventual cham-

pion coming from the teams that came to

this camp. This year the number of teams

Milwaukee Wizard's, Savoy and Chris, contest

teammate Rebecca's shot in a drill.

Borp's, Shagun and Eric, focus on a

back-to-back championship.

The San Diego Hammer just keep

getting better!

teams and coaching instruction to the

coaches much like that given to student-

teachers, the wheelchair basketball program

is leading again and filling a void that has

long existed. Lastly, the teams played

against each other during each session, but

also against a group ol University of Illinois

playing against could work on their specific

weakness. Having a control team to play

against for these junior teams is something

that is not available anywhere else. Of the

five teams that came the first year, four

made it to the junior national tournament

and three made it to the final four o\ the na-

coining to the camp will be expanded to 8

so that more individual coaches and their

teams can continue to benefit from this

unique type of instruction.
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Local Upcoming Events

University of Illinois 18th Annual

Summer Wheelchair Sport Camps
Age Group Camp: June 28-July 3; Team Camp: July 6-10

Elite Basketball Camp: July 16-21

Track & Long Distance Road Racing: June 18-23

For more information and dates tel: (217) 333-4606 or visit the web . .

.

For whom: Individuals who have disabilities

which involve paralysis or dysfunction of

lower limbs, relatively unimpeded use of

upper extremities, and who are independent

in perfonning all activities of daily living.

What: Skills development opportunities in

basketball, track and field, road racing,

and fitness training. Each sport/activity will

be offered for novice, intermediate, and

advanced levels using the athletic facilities

at the University of Illinois.

By whom: Michael Frogley (below). Head

Coach of the U of I Men's and Women's

Wheelchair Basketball Teams: Marty Morse,

M.S., C.S.C.S., Head Coach of the U of I

Wheelchair Track and Field Teams; and

various U of I athletes and staff.

Rehabilitation Sports is

now on the Web!

You can reach us at:

http://wwwdisabllity.uluc.edu
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University of Illinois Men's Wheelchair Basketball
Team 2003-2004 Season

t T
clMr basketball team continued a proud tradi-

tjOT of exceUenix on and off the basketball

court, ^was only fitting as the wheelchair

athletics program looked to celebrate the

achievements of the student-athletes of the

1948-1976 era by awarding long overdue \ar-

sity letters to this pioneering group of indiv id-

uals.

The season

began with the

return of a \'et-

eran group of

men. bent on

car\ing their

o\\ n place in the

Illinois wheel-

chair basketball

tradition, and

u hile thev

would fall just

short of winning

a national cham-

pionship, they

would succeed

in many other

ways. Returning

to anchor the squad were veterans Gavin

Cloy. Adam Lancia. Jeff Tow nsend. Grant

On the court or m the

classroom, Chris Rathje

has focus!

Ownership is n,ne-ler.tris of the law! Adam Lancia owns this ball as

Jake Counts (UWW) looks on.

Mizens. Derek Bumette and

Chris Rathje. along u ith under-

classmen Josh George. Paul

Ward. Ivory Harris and Brian

Sheehan. New to the team were

freshmen Matt Buchi and

Denny Muha. The mix of expe-

rience and youth set the stage

for one of the winningest sea-

sons in Illinois histor). By the

end of the season, the men's

team would join elite company

by v\ inning over 30 games to

finish with a record of 31-15.

Some of the more notable wins

were a victor, over the Milwau-

kee Bucks wheelchair

basketball team, a semi profes-

sional team comprised of for-

mer college players, including

former Illini Will Waller and

Tra\is Gaertner. TTie win

marked the first time a college

team had beaten the Bucks.

Later in tlie year, in front of the Orange

Krush, the men defeated eventual national

champion LW-Whitewater in what was prob-

ably their best game of the year. Unfortu-

nately, despite great team defense, the team

struggled shooting and. if not for a brief

stretch of poor

shooting,

might have ad-

vanced past

LfW-Whitewa-

ter to the na-

tional champi-

onship game

in March.

Along with

the team's suc-

cess, there

w ere many no-

table individ-

ual achieve-

ments. Gavin

Cloy received

a first team

Ail-American

aw ard and

went on to

play in the

One way or another, Matt Buchi will

get this shot off.

Paul Ward, aka special Ops., hits anothei

long-range jumper
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Paralympics, representing the USA. Paul

Ward received the Academic Ali-Anierican

award for his excellence in the classrootn and

seven of our men received the prestigious

Josh George will not let go.

Hull aw ;ird for academic excellence. Gavin

was not alone at the Paralympics. Adam Lan-

cia represented Canada on the men's wheel-

lllinois made up 60% of the Academic All-

American Team with Paul Ward, Janna

Crawford (accepted by Grant Mizens) and

Jennifer Warkins (accepted by N'Dome
Dougherty) being recognized.

chair basketball team. Grant Mizens played

for Australia and Josh George raced for the

USA. In total, these men would combine for

a gold medal, a silver medal and two bronze

medals. Gavin Cloy gets air in Edinboro!

Student-Designed Wheelchair Makes it

Easier for Athletes to Maneuver

^ W^^ ribbling, passing and shooting

ccwkl become much smoother moves for

wheelchair basketball players if a student-

desfgiidU chan' featuring a hands-free braking

and turning system makes its way to the

marketplace.

Created as part of a class project by a

team of industrial design students at the

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

the Balance Sport Wheelchair was designed

to provide wheelchair athletes with greater

control and maneuverability on the court.

With the new design, the athlete's body es-

sentially functions as the mechanical brak-

ing system for the chair, which features a

segmented seatback and modified bicycle

disc brakes attached to the wheels. To turn,

the athlete leans hard into a side of the seat-

back; to slow or bring the chair to a slop, the

a!h.!t;tc siis straight back, forcing both sides

of tilt- seatback to activate the brakes.

Melissa Mitchell, News Editor

U of I News Bureau
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University of Illinois Women's Wheelchair
Basketball Team 2003-2004 Season

T^ here are times in history when

ycjrare so close to an event that you cannot

properly undersUnd \v hat you have just ac-

complifchedn'he v\ omen's season was just

such a moment. As time goes on. this team

will hold a special place in University of

. . . during .

Illinois history and in the history of wheel-

chair basketball.

The women returned the core group pf

players from the previous year's national

championship team: Janna Crawford, Jen-

nifer Warkins. Christina Ripp and Stephanie

Wheeler. Added to that impressive group

were promising young players Jennifer

Chew. Sarah Castle. Emily Hoskins and

Brandi Zimmerman. Added to the team

were Mina Mojtahedi and Kari Miller. This

group of young women would combine for

an 18-19 record. Thai record seems anything

but impressive and certainly not worthy of

historical note, but this is why statistics can
. . and aher!
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To see a smile like this is why you coach.

not as fast and not as strong as the men's

teams they played, their full eourt pressure

man-to-man defense is the textbook exam-

ple of what a great team does. The defense

was so strong, that even on a day when the

team would combine for 25% shooting from

the floor in the semi-final of the women's

national tournament, the women were still

able lu pull oul a victory by re-

lying on stilling defense. In the

end, the women won their third

national title in a row.

Individually. Janna Crawford

was selected to the second team

All-Tournament and Jennifer

Warkins. Stephanie Wheeler

and Christina Ripp were se-

lected to the First team. Jennifer

Warkins was selected MVP and

Emily Hoskins was selected as

the MIP. Christina, Jennifer,

Janna and Stephanie were all se-

lected to the USA women's

national team and Emily and

Jennifer Chew were selected as

alternates. Emily was later

awarded a spot on the team.

Janna Crawford, Sarah Castle.

Mina Mojtahedi. Jennifer

Warkins and Brandi Zimmer-

man received Huff Awards and

Jennifer Warkins and Janna also

received an Academic AU-

American Award. Sarah Castle

represented the USA in swim-

/ don't care how big you are I'm going to the hole."

American Award. Sarah Castle represented the USA in

swimming at the Paralympics with Karl Miller as an al-

ternate for the USA women's sit volleyball team. As with

the men. their Paralympic success resulted in four gold

medals.

Disability

Outreach

Foundation
www.disabilityoutreach.org

Proud sponsor of the first and second

Annual IHSA Wheelchair

Basketball Camp

Bridging our worlds by being proactive,

informative, and healthy to promote our abilities.
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2004-2005 Fighting lllini Teams

(Back L-S

Miller. Kb

Men's Wheelchair Basketball Team

Women's Wheelchair Basketball Team

Track and Road Racing Team
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Men's Wheelchair Basketball Schedule



Meet the Coaches

Name: Michael Frogley

Position: Head Coach, Men's

and Women's Basketball

Hometown: Urbana, IL

Undergraduate degree: B.S.

in Secondary-Broadfield

Social Studies, University

of Wisconsin-Whitewater

Graduate degree: M.S. in

Special Education/Learning

Disabilities, University of

Wisconsin-Whiterwater

Years of coaching: Basketball, 11

Name: Marty Morse

Position: Head Coach, Men's

and Women's Track, Field

and Long Distance Road

Racing

Hometown: Hanover, MA
Undergraduate degree: B.S.

in Physical Education,

University of Illinois

Graduate degree: M.S. in

Exercise Physiology,

University of Illinois

Years of coaching: Basketball, 13; Athletics, 22

(Above) 2004-2005

Men's and Womens
Basketball Team.

(Left) 2004-2005

Track and Field

Team. (Right) 3

2004 Paralympians,

Miram Nibley,

Jessica Gain, and

Josh George

Name: Christina Ripp

Position: Assistant Coach, Men's

and Women's Basketball

Year in School: Senior

Major: Health Education

Hometown: Dane, Wl

Name: Robert "Robbie " Taylor

Position: Assistant Coach,

Men's and Women's

Basketball

Year in School: Junior

Major: Sports Management

Hometown: Winfield, IL
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Meet the Support Staff

Wendell W. Bector, MD
Team Physician

Robbie Edwards
Production/Graphic &

Layout Artist for

Sigma Signs/Media Guide

Jeannette Elliott

Physical Therapist

Graduate Assistant,

Athletic Training

Track & Road Racing

Maureen Gilbert

Coordinator,

Office of

Campus Life

t

Phyllis Jones
Secretary,

Office of

Campus Life

Laura Kenter

Graduate Assistant,

Athletic Training

Basketball

Tina Lamb
Graduate Assistant,

Office of

Campus Life

i^«-

Jennifer Stumpf
Graduate Assistant,

Athletic Training

Basketball

4A ci-«



Meet the Athletes
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Emily Hoskins #5

Sport: Basketball

Class: 1

Year in School: Junior

Major: Psychology

Hometown: Mascoutah,

IL

Yuko Kubota #23

Sport: Basketball

Class: 4

Year in School: Senior

Major: Nursing

Hometown: Amagasaki,

Hyogo, Japan

Amanda McGrory #10

Sport: Basketball

Class: 1

Year in School:

Freshman

Major: LAS, General

Hometown: Kennet

Square, PA

Mia Ives-Rublee

Sport: Track, Road
Racing

Class: T52
Year in School:

Sophomore
Major: LAS, General

Hometown: Greensboro,

NC

I

Adam Lancia #44

Sport: Basketball

Class: 3

Year in School: Senior

Major: Kinesiology

Hometown: Toronto,

Ontario, Canada

I

Kari IVIiller#00

Sport: Basketball

Class: 3

Year in School:

Sophomore
Major: Pre-Med

Hometown: Washington

DC

I
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2004-2005 Alumni Briefs

X

V The Fifties.

Stephen J. Bodnar

408 W. Nimilz Si.

Fredericksburg. TX 78624

1954 Ph.D., Chemistry

His wife is deceased and .Stephen is retired.

Charles "Chuck" Chapman
5801 N. Sheridan Rd..#16B

Chicago. IL 60660

1955. B.S., Medical Journalism

Spouse: Kathleen. Attended the U of I but

did not graduate

Charles is retired. His wife is semi-retired.

She works the deli counter at their

youngest son's grocery. They have

seven children and 6 grandchildren.

Their children planned their 50th wed-

ding anniversary celebration. It was held

this last June 20 at the Garfield Park

Conservatory in Chicago. Approxi-

mately 75 friends and family members

attended. The party was a surprise for

Chuck and Kathleen inasmuch as their

children only told them to "dress up and

wait for a limousine". Their son Patrick,

who teaches at a college in Poland, at-

tended the celebration with his Polish fi-

ancee, Agata. From my "bedside notes"

and copies of letters, I also wrote a

"This Is Your Life" sort of book for each

of our seven kids! Actress Betsy, in Los

Angeles, is expecting her first child!

Charles Dahncke

27007 Shake Rag Road

Danville. 1L6I834

cad@net66.com

1959, BS, Finance

Spouse: Adrienne; 1960 BS, LAS, 196.\

M.Ed, Counseling

Charles and Adrienne are both retired. They

have two children.

One of the highlights of their year was

Charles' receiving his letter "I" at the

May 8 "Breaking Barriers" All Sports

Awards Banquet. The other was the

maniage of their son, Corey, to April on

July 17 and the reception for friends on

^utzust 14.

Tom .Jones

1 205 Theodore Dr

Champaign, IL. 61821

1959. BS, Journalism; 1971, MS, Television

Spouse: Louise, 1961, BS, History

Both Tom and Louise are retired. Tom's

book, "The Real Tom Jones-Handi-

capped Not Me", continues to sell well.

Louise continues to enjoy reading,

cooking and crossword puzzles. Both

Tom and Louise enjoy going to U of I

basketball games, gardening, plays and

shows at the U of I and eating out.

Louise is being helped with a set of her

new "power wheels".

David C. Mieher

67 12 Apple Jack Court

Montgomery. AL 361 1 7-2432

1959. BS, Journalism

Spouse: Ruth Keller Mieher. 1958. BS,

Secretarial Training

Both David and Ruth are retired. Dave contin-

ues to enjoy all the things a computer of-

fers. He has the Apple Garage Band pro-

gram and the digital camera which has

been the basis for what is known in their

house as "Dave's hnagination Goes

Wild". Ruth continues reading, enjoying

the visits of friends who bring lunch and

book suggestions and believe it or not— is

a baseball, football and basketball TV fan.

Lola L. Nosker

206 Lansbrooke Dr.

Chesterfield. MO 63005

Lola attended the U of 1 but did not

graduate

Spouse: H. Dean Nosker, Deceased, 1958,

BA, Ag. Journalism

Lola is retired. She has 2 children and 5

grandchildren. Her time is taken up with

updating and landscaping her house and

traveling. She sings in the Sweet

Adelines and her chorus won a 2nd

place international medal in the small

chonis division in July. She also volun-

teers with a job search group at church.

Donald \V. Scifferth

220 Southbrook Dr.

Dayton, OH 45459-2848

1955. BSBA, Accounting

Spouse: Marcia A. Scifferth

Donald is retired from the Inland Division

of the General Motors Corporation in

Dayton. Ohio where he was administra-

tor of financial reporting and consolida-

tion. He and Marcia have 3 children and

7 grandchildren. The highlight of the

year 2004 was the May 8. 2004 Awards

banquet which included the early pio-

neers who participated in University of

Illinois wheelchair sports activities and

were awarded varsity letters to com-

memorate their contribution to estab-

lishing the high standards which now

exist through the Division of Disability

Resources and Educational Services.

Marshall Wall

3305 Overbrook Dr.

Lexington. KY 40502

1959. BS. Math: 1960. MS. Math.

Spouse: LeVon. "57, RN, not from U of I

Marshall is retired and LeVon is a house-

wife. They have 2 children and 2 grand-

children. Marshall says that "Joy comes

in small bundles. A new grandchild."

Bruce Wiemer
1 25 Rue Vue Du Lac

East Peoria. IL 61611

1959, BS, Commerce-accounting

Spouse: Cheryl Wiemer, 1997, Master of

Public Health

Bruce is retired and his wife is a family

nurse practitioner. They have 4 children

and 3 grandchildren.

t

V The Sixties.

Rose Marie Benecke

2122 Wild Horse Creek Rd.

Wildwood, MO 63038

Rose Marie attended the U of I the summers

of 1962 and 1965. Her major was

Education.

Spouse: Ernest

Both Rose Marie and Ernest are retired.

They have 4 children and 5 grandchil-

dren. Gardening is a big hobby for

them. They live on 5 acres in a suburb

52 SIGMA ' SIGNS



2004-2005 Media Guide

of St. Louis and have 2 pet donkeys and

are preparing a chicken house for 4

hens. They share their home with a

black lab support dog and three cats.

They manage to stay quite busy.

Dianne Bartz Berthold

857 East Ave.

Park Ridge, IL 60068

1966, BS, Accountancy

Spouse: Charles R. Berthold: 1966. BS.

Electrical Engineering; 1968. MS.

Electrical Engineering.

Dianne is retired. Charles is employed by

the Gus Berthold Electric Company as

an engineer. They have 4 children and 2

grandchildren.

William R. Boston

8312 Autumnwood Way
Louisville, KY 40291

1967. BS, Marketing

Spouse: Paula Bratt Boston. 1967. BS,

Accountancy

William is an insurance consultant and

Paula is a private tutor. They have 2

children. Their daughter. Christy, 28. is

a special education teacher in Louisville

and their son. A.J., is a freshman at

Murray State University. They are wish-

ing for grandchildren.

Anne Graver Edwards

1113 Vintage Dr.

Columbia. MO 65203

1967, MSLS, Library Science

Anne is retired after 33 years of full-time

work at the University of Missouri-Co-

lumbia. The biggest thrill of this last

year was receiving a varsity letter from

the U of I 42 years after competing in

the National and Stoke Games in 1962!

Gary Ervin

4025 Tierra Lago Dr.

Modesto. CA 95356

1962, BS. Accounting: 1963 MAS,
Accounting

Spouse: Patricia (deceased. 2001

)

Gary is retired. He has 2 children and three

grandchildren. He is staying busy with

volunteer and family activities. After an

18-year hiatus from flying, he just

bought another airplane and is trying to

get the OLD body back in shape to fly

it.

Carl Faust

1 Gale Ave.

River Forest. IL 60305

1961. BS, Finance; 1963. Harvard Business

School. MBA. General Business

Spouse: Julia, 1962. BA, English, Domini-

can University; 1978, MLS, Library Sci-

ence

Both Carl and Julia are retired. They have 2

children and I grandchild.

Barbara (Cash) Frock

6609 Jamaica Ct.

Austin. TX 78757

1960, BS, Music Ed.

Spouse: George. 1960. BS. Music Ed.

Both Barbara and George are happily retired

and very busy. Their two sons are both

band directors. They have three grand-

daughters and try to make all their per-

formances. Barbara and George also

travel. They want to get in all 50 states

before they "check out". Barbara en-

closed a card with her alumni informa-

tion which gives her "philosophy of

life". It is as follows: "Life should not

be a journey to the grave with the inten-

tion of arriving safely in a nice looking

and well preserved body, but rather to

skid in broadside, thoroughly used up,

and loudly proclaiming, "WOW!!!

WHAT A RIDE!!!".

Cheryl Summers Grosser

6009 Elm

Raytown. M0 64133

1966, BA. English; 1967, MA, English

Spouse: Roger Douglas Grosser, 1966, BA,

Anthropology

Cheryl and Roger have one child.

Cheryl has increasing weakness in her arms

from post-polio syndrome. It has slowed

her down a bit. but she still enjoys her

job and life. She is especially excited

about her daughter's completion of a

five-year residency in orthopedic sur-

gery from Yale. She will graduate in

June 2005 and go on to a fellowship at

Mayo Clinic in Scottsdale. Arizona.

Cheryl says. "Guess where I'll be next

winter!"

Saul J. Morse

1701 llliniRd.

Springfield. IL 62704

1969. BA, History: 1972, J.D., Law

Spouse: Anne B. Morgan, 1972. not from U
of I

Changes since he wrote last year are that he

has retired from his position as Vice

President and General Counsel at ISMIE

Mutual Insurance Co. and the Illinois

State Medical Society as a result of

Post-polio Syndrome. He can't do as

much as he used to and can't do it for as

long. He didn't want to completely re-

tire so he is once again practicing law

although on a part time basis. He is Of

Counsel at the Springfield law firm of

Brown Hay & Stephens, He practices in

the area of health care law. He also

teaches a course in Health Law to grad-

uate students at the U of 1 in Springfield.

He continues as adjunct faculty at SlU

School of Medicine and is still Treasurer

of the City of Leland Grove.

Burdette & Jane Orris

3 Tenace Park Court

Eldridge. lA 52748

Burdette, 1965. BA. Psychology

Jane, 1969, BS, Psychology

Burdette is a Contracting Officer for the

Rock Island Arsenal in Rock Island,

Illinois. Jane is retired from the state of

Iowa. They have 2 children and three

grandchildren. Jane is enjoying her

retirement, grandchildren and quilting.

Burdette likes his job and plans to

continue working for a few more years.

They had to buy a van with a lift

because one of them suffered a shoulder

injury.

Cheryl Summers Grosser with her

daughter Dawn.
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Virginia (Ginny) Harrell Potter

3667 Driftwood Ave.

Alamagordo, New Mexico 88310

1961, BS, Elementary Education

Spouse: David (deceased), 1964, BS.

Electrical Engineering

Virginia is a retired teacher. She has I child

and 3 grandchildren. It has been seven

years since she and David left Illinois'

snow and ice and summer humidity. She

enjoys activities with a singles group

and ministry.

Paul L. Scher

One East Schiller. 15A

Chicago, IL 60610

1965, M. Ed., Rehabilitation Counseling

Spouse: Ann

Both Paul and Ann are retired but Paul oper-

ates a consulting practice. They have 2

children and 2 grandchildren. Paul and

his first seeing eye dog, Arron, are cele-

brating their second anniversary. Paul

continues to serve as CEO of the Coun-

cil of Rehabilitation Associates and is a

consultant to National Able Network.

He celebrated his 70th birthday but feels

58.

Florence Sexton (nee Leonard)

16265 Bowline St. NW
Bokeelia, Florida 33922-1650

1968, B.A., Speech Pathology.

Spouse: Lee (deceased)

Florence is retired. She has two children and

10 step-grandchildren. She has been re-

cuperating from an auto accident this

last February. She has also been enjoy-

ing a newly purchased pontoon boat.

She survived hurricanes Charley, Ivan

and Frances. She says "That was feat!"

She is now experiencing Polio syn-

drome symptoms. She gives her best to

all her friends.

Carol (Giesse) VVolledge

83 19 Turtle Creek Ln.

Cincinnati, OH 45242

1966, BFA, Graphic Design

Spouse: John (Jack)

Both Carol and John are retired. They have

4 children and 6 grandchildren. The

Sports Awards Banquet held in May was

a real highlight for this year. The whole

family enjoyed the weekend. It was

great fun catching up with old friends

and meeting their families. Carol says

"Thanks Illinois for a wonderful mem-

ory".

t

V The Seventies. . .

Carol A. Balconi

27 Will. #112

Nashua. NH 03060-3084

1972, MLS. Library Science

CiU-ol is retired. She would like to hear from

a 60+ year old CP spastic about dealing

with or treatment for increasing joint

problems.

Dave Collins

19521 Gallatin Ct.

Montgomery Village, MD 20886

1979, Ed.M.. educational Psychology

Spouse: Valerie

David is currently employed at Montgomery

College in Rockville. Maryland as an

advisor in the Institute for Technical Ed-

ucation. His wife, Valerie, is a professor

in Student Development on the same

campus in Rockville. It has been

delightful working close by attending

workshops/meetings or having lunch

together. They have two daughters.

Kerry was married one year ago and is

currently attending Virginia Tech

Veterinary School in Blacksburg,

Virginia. Kim is single and pursuing her

MSW with the University of Maryland.

Richard J. Feltes

6764 Taos Ct.

Lisle, IL 60532

1970. BS. Agricultural Industries

Spouse: Anita, 1973, BS, Chemistry

Richard is VP Director of Refco Global Re-

search. Anita is a homemaker. They

have three children. Richard thoroughly

enjoyed serving on the planning com-

mittee for the May 8, 2004 Varsity Let-

ter Awards Banquet for pioneering

wheelchair athletes. He delivered re-

marks to the July 2004 meeting of land

grant university agricultural deans on

making their course offerings more rele-

vant to commodity and financial

markets. He is looking forward to the

college graduatii)n of his two sons in

May of 2005.

Douglas M. Karlen

1355 N. Sandburg Terrace. #2108

Chicago, IL 60610

1971, BA, History; 1974. JD, Law

Douglas is employed by the Chicago Title

Insurance Company in Chicago. Illinois.

Charles "Chick" Linster

500 W. Belmont Ave.. Apt. 5-C

Chicago, IL 60657

1973, AB, History Pre/Law

Spouse: Doris, divorced in 1993 and died in

2003

Charles is employed as a program specialist

for the US Department of Education in

Chicago, Illinois. He has two daughters,

Sherri and Katie and a grandson. Hunter

William Roben. Charles spent 10

months and several thousand dollars in a

successful appeal of the Illinois Division

of Developmental Disabilities rejection

of his daughter Katie's application for

state supported residential services (she

is developmentally disabled). Now that

she's eligible, he is currently trying to

find a group home for her He vaca-

tioned in Las Vegas with his friend Amy.

He is eagerly awaiting the birth of his

second grandchild and first granddaugh-

ter. Brooke Demi Roben (expected late

2004).

Charles "Chick" Linster with his friend Amy.
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Holly Nickeson Mirell

1924 Barberry Circle

Champaign. IL 6 1821

1972. BS.. Secondary Education; 1974.

Ed.M.. Educational Psychology; 1987,

Ph.D.. Educational Psychology

Spouse: Philip. "72 (not U of I) BS.. Health.

Physical Education. Recreation and

Dance; 1974, MS, Applied Life Studies

Holly is a psychologist at Carle Clinic and

Philip works for Provena Behavioral

Health. They have two children. Their

son. Rick, married Kristen Niemiera

on May 22. 2004. Their daughter.

Allison, is a senior at the University of

Illinois.

Jeff Montag

1620 Beall Dr

Kearney. NE 68847

1979, BS, Psychology; 1982 (not U of I)

MS, Rehab. Counseling

Spouse: Beth. '83 (not U of I) BS.

Microbiology

Jeff is Director of Off-Site Outpatient Reha-

bilitation for Good Samaritan Health

The Montag family.

Systems and Beth is a home schooler.

They have three children. This year has

been an eventful one as their oldest

child graduated from high school, the

second oldest moved into her last year

of highschool and the youngest is in her

last year of middle school. Jeff says

"God has blessed us abundantly!" Jeffs

job remains challenging and prosperous.

As for Beth, home schooling is begin-

ning to wind down and she is looking

into career opportunities. The artwork

that Jeff continues to pursue has begun

to have some success from the turn of

the century pieces he has been doing of

their hometown.

Miles O'Loughlin

2705 Teckia Blvd.

Amarillo.TX 79106

1970. BA. Enghsh

Spouse: Leslie

Miles is the owner of WO. Operating

Company, a Texas, oil and gas produc-

tion company. He has 1 child from his

previous marriage to Nancy Price

O'Loughlin. He says "2004 has been

another great year!" His son. Dennis, is

an audiologist in Portland. Oregon and

has become a very good private pilot.

His family's health and his business are

both good and he feels that they are

truly blessed.

Marilyn Boczulak Rogers

8309 Bowling Green Dr.

Austin. TX 78757

1975. BS. Speech Communications; 1987

(not U of I). MA. Communication

Disorders

Spouse: Steve 1976, Education; 1984 (not U

of I), Computer Science

Marilyn is a speech therapist for the Austin

public schools. Steve is a software engi-

neer. They took 3 road trips this summer

which necessitated 3 oil changes in one

summer. They built a hot tub/swim spa

in their backyard. They say "Life is

good".

David Stanger

8 1 8 Partridge Lane

Mt. Prospect. IL 60056

1974. BS. Finance

Spouse: Regina

David is credit manager for Copper and

Brass Sales Corp. Regina is currently

attending William Rainey Harper Col-

lege. They have two children. Cheryl

and Erica. David says one of the high-

lights of the past year was receiving a

varsity letter at the May 2004 Awards

Ceremony honoring past wheelchair

athletes. It was great seeing and visiting

old friends and team mates. Their vaca-

tion time was spent visiting their daugh-

ters. Cheryl in Virginia and Erica in

Washington.

Richard J. Sygulla

PO. Box 428

Sheldon. IL 60966

1970. J. D.. Law

Spouse: Fran

Richard has his own law practice. Fran is a

secretary. They have 1 child.

James Taylor

150W. St. CharlesRd..#316

Lombard. IL 60148

1972. BS. Accounting.

James is employed by HMS Host at O'Hare

Field in Chicago. Illinois.

« Ihe Eighties. . .

Jennifer Harris

305'/: Files

Chainpaign, Illinois 61820

jenniferharris42@yahoo.com

1989, MSW, Community Mental Health

Jennifer is a regional social service provider.

David S. Mundy
1450 Washmgton Blvd., Apt. 510N

Stamford, cf 06902

1984. BS. Accountancy; 1987. MBA.

Finance

David is currently working for IBM

Corporation.

Karen Wold

1417 Countryside Place

Champaign. IL 6 182

1

1986, BS, Elementary Education; 1988

(not U of I), MS, Special Education.

Karen is currently working as the Learning

Disabilities Specialist at the U of I

Division of Disability Resources and

Educational Services.
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V The Nineties.
^ -»''

Stacy Elledge Chiang

1 1995 Deerfoot Road

San Diego. CA 92 1 3

1

1993. BS, Accounting.

Spouse: Gary G. Chiang, 1993. BS,

Biochemistry: 2000. Ph.D.. Biology-

University of California. San Diego.

Stacy is a CPA at Mack Barclay, Inc. and

Gary is a post-doctoral fellow at the

Burnharn Institute. They have one child.

Unknown graduation dales . .

.

Sandi Simmons Carlson

302 East 4th St.

Erie. PA 16507

Spouse: Al Carlson

Sandi and Al are officially retired although a

homeniaker is never retired. They have

2 children and 3 grandchildren. Al-

though they are officially retired and

have turned their business over to their

oldest son they help him as needed. Be-

tween income tax returns, quarterlies,

payrolls and regular accounting serv-

ices, they're all busy 12 months a year.

Raphael W. Haley

PO. Box 217

West Swansey. N.H. 03469

Spouse: Carol.

Raphael is retired. Carol is a librarian. They

have 3 children and 6 grandchildren.

t

V A lumni views

"Very good job."

"Always look forward to getting and read-

ing it."

"I enjoyed the news about the Rehab, pro-

gram and reading about old friends."

"Enjoyed the articles submitted by alumni

and news from the classes especially

late 195()'s and early 1960's. Impressed

with Tim's picture on page 23—he's

ageless!!"

"Best wishes to all the staff and student

body at ORES'."

"Found il quite interesting and informative."

"More and better articles"

"Nice. 1 shared it with many others."

"I enjoy receiving the publication each year.

Excellent quality."

"Enjoyed the publication."

"In 1953-1955, 1 wrote/edited/lielped produce

the first editions of Sigma Signs, and they

were rather crude in form and content.

Since the. all Sigma Signs issues have

shown increasing professionalism."

t o bituaries

Carl A. Lasco

Carl A. Lasco, 29, died at home on Sunday,

May 23, 2004. He is survived by his par-

ents, a sister. Kari. a brother. Michael and

nieces and nephews.

Even though he was severely limited physi-

cally by cerebral palsy and could not

speak, he graduated valedictorian of his

class at Spaulding High School in

Chicago, Illinois in 1994. He attended the

University of Illinois at Urbana-Cham-

paign until forced to withdraw due to

health problems. He was a person who

loved life, had a big heart, loved to tea.se

and argue w ith people. He constantly

strove to improve himself both physically

and mentally. Perseverance was the trait

that enabled him to succeed in whatever

he set his mind to do. In his younger

years he participated in soccer for the

disabled and Boccia ball coming in sixth

in the Illinois Boccia Games part of the

Paralympics through the Windy City

Olympics. His attitude toward life was

positive and he approached life with

zest. He will be missed by his family

and friends.

James E. Peace

James died November 15. 2003 at Freeport

Memorial Hospital in Freeport. Illinois.

He is survived by his wife. H. Louise

Peace. 9 children. 13 grandchildren and 7

great grandchildren. He graduated from

the University of Illinois in 1966 with a

masters in education. He taught introduc-

tory psychology, educational psychology

and human development for 30 years at

Highland Community College in

Freeport, Illinois. He retired from this po-

sition in Aujzust of 1966.

Fred W. Springe, Sr.

Fred Springe. 70, died of cancer at his

Villa Park, California home on May 2,

2004.

He is survived by his loving wife. Arlene;

daughters Debra. Spring-Kilroy (John) of

Orange and Barbara Kilroy (Jim) of Santa

Barbara; sons Fred Jr (Keyla) of Temple-

ton and Erik (Stacey) of American

Canyon; deceased son Kirk's wife Suzan

Springe Abdalla (Phil) of riverside; father-

in-law Alex Mundo of Orange; and 1

1

grandchildren.

Fred and Arlene married in Chicago in

1954, and would have celebrated their

50th Wedding Anniversary on July 3 of

2004.

Fred was bom in Chicago in 1934, and

graduated from Chicago's Fenger High

School in 1 95 1 . He attended The Uni-

versity of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

and graduated in 1954 with a BA in Lib-

eral Arts and Sciences. Fred went on to

earn an MS in Mathematics in 1957.

He went on to a successful career in the aero-

space industry as a mathematician, logic

designer, computer designer and program

manager. His first position upon gradua-

tion was with Bendix, in Baltimore. In

1957, the Springes moved to Culver City,

California, when he was hired by Hughes

Aircraft. In the early 1960s. Fred was

hired by North American, and by the early

1970s, in the Autonetics division, he was

working on the Space Shuttle project.

Fred retired from Rockwell International

in 1990.

Tlie Springe family purchased their first home

in 1959. in Anaheim California. TTiey

moved to their current home in Villa Park

in 1969. An assignment by Rockwell to

design components for the Australian sub-

marine fleet brought Fred and Arlene to

live in Australia in 1987-1988, and they

both shared a tremendous fondness for the

countrv' and its people.

Over his lifetime, Fred was a voracious reader,

a fervent gardener and active in church

activities at Trinity Episcopal, in Orange.

He was a member of the California Rare

Fruit Growers, and has been a member of

the Orange County Orchid Society for the

past seven yeiirs, where he served as

Recording Secretary for a time. The

Springes' current inventory of orchids

numbers over 800.
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John "Jack" Thomas Whitman
Radio Exec, Paralympic archer dies

Funeral services for John "Jack" Thomas

Whitman, 74, of Champaign were at

10:30 a.m. on Saturday (October 2, 2004)

at Savoy United Methodist Church. 3002

W. Old Church Road, C. The Rev. James

McCIarey officiated. Burial was in

Roselawn Cemetary, Champaign.

Visitation was from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m., Friday

(October 1 ) at Morgan Memorial Home.

1 304 Regency Drive West, Savoy.

Mr Whitman died at 8:03 a.m. Wednes-

day (Sept. 29, 2004) at home.

Jack was bom Sept. 20, 1930, in South Bend,

Ind., a son of Harold and Marjorie Spar-

ling Whitman. He married Mary "Jan"

Joann Auxier on Aug. 18, 1957, in

Champaign. She survives.

Also surviving are his step-mother, Lois Whit-

man of Galesburg; and a sister, Nancy

Ford of Urbana.

He was preceded in death by two brothers.

Mr. Whitman was raised in Cameron and

attended Cameron Christian Church. In

1949, while attending the University of

Illinois, he had an accident during his

gymnastic practice in Kenny Gym, result-

ing in a broken neck. In the fall of 1952

he returned to the University of Illinois

through the help of the rehabilitation edu-

cation program for disabled students. He
graduated in 1955.

He was the sales manager for WDWS-AM
and WHMS-FM radio and was awarded

the Zimmerman Award at the Annual

Champaign County Advertising Awards

of Merit program sponsored by the Ad
Club of Champaign-Urbana. He began his

career in 1955 as a salesperson for WKID,
Champaign. He shortly thereafter moved

to WDWS radio. He had always been ac-

tive in Ad Club and, for a number of

years, had worked on and/or chaired the

Ad Club's Scholarship Awards Commit-

tee.

He w as a member of Savoy United Methodist

Church, Theta Xi fraternity. Delta Sigma

Omicron and the Optimist Club. He also.

for more than 1 2 years, headed the Babe

Ruth Baseball Program for this area. In

recognition of his dedication to youth pro-

grams, he was named an honorary board

member of the Champaign Park District.

He won a total of 1 1 gold medals in the

Paralympic competition in the field of

archery. He was elected to the National

Wheelchair Athletic Committee, where he

was able to guide the development of the

sport. He served as the USA wheelchair

archery team coach in 1967, 1972, 1973,

1974 and 1976. He was in the second

class of inductees in the United States

Wheelchair Sports Hall of Fame—in-

ducted in 197 1 . He was recognized as

America's father of wheelchair archery.

Memorials may be made to Savoy United

Methodist Church. 3002 W. Old Church

Road, Champaign, IL 61822; or die Uni-

versity of Illinois Foundation for Rehabil-

itation Education Program (For Athletic

Program), Harker Hall MC-386, 305 W.

Green St., Urbana. IL 6 1 80 1 -2962.

(Reprinted by permission ofTlie Champaign-

Urbana News-Gazette. Permission does

not imply endorsement by the newspaper

)

Janet E. "Jan" Little

June 29, 1939-October 16, 2003

Janet E. "Jan" Little, age 64, of LaCrosse, Wl,

a former Janesville resident, died October

16, 2003. She was bom on June 29, 1939,

in Janesville, the daughter of Victor D.

and Nevelyn (Davis) Little. Jan was a

graduate of the University of Illinois at

Champaign. She had previously worked

at AMED, Invacare, UCP of Chicago and

LaCrosse United Cerebral Palsy office

and was involved in many fund-raisers for

Gundersen Lutheran Medical Center.

After she worked with the Chicago UCP
Office, Jan became very involved with the

Prosthetics and Orthotics Rehab Depart-

ment at Northwestem University in

Chicago.

Jan is survived by her parents. Victor and

Nevelyn Little of Janesville; her sister,

Jusy Amdt of Wilton, WI; a nephew.

David (Laura) Amdt of LaCrosses; 2

nieces, Terri (James) Wuensch of Hor-

tonville, WI and Cathy Amdt of Green

Bay; a grandniece, Jordan Wuensch; 2

grandnephews. Jarred Wuensch and Jonah

Amdt; and inany special friends. She was

preceded in death by her brother-in-law,

Carl Amdt.

GUbert (Gibb) Fink

May 25, 1936 to July 20, 2004

"Gibb came to me as a student employee

during his freshman year at the Univer-

sity. From the very beginning he exhibited

enthusiasm, a willingness to work, and a

spirit of cooperation not often found in a

freshman thrown into such a complex sit-

uation.

He continued to work in the Rehabilitation

Education Center throughout his under-

graduate years and became a very essen-

tial and integral part of our total program.

He was always full of constmctive and

entertaining mischief Some of the things

he did are still legend.

He left the Urbana-Champaign campus to go

to the medical college in Chicago to com-

plete his registration as an occupational

therapist. He soon became supervisor of

services at Manteno State Hospital. I of-

fered him the opportunity to return for

graduate study and in a little over a year

he completed his master's degree includ-

ing a study of the transportation of all

causes and manifestations of disabilities

in various modes of transportation includ-

ing public transportation.

He was then appointed to the faculty of the

Rehabilitation Education Center as super-

visor of occupational therapy and pros-

thetics where he served most effectively

for many years and helped us develop

many new items on behalf of the physi-

cally disabled.

During this period he had received many of-

fers to go elsewhere, refusing all, until he

was offered the vice-presidency of a

wheelchair manufacturing firm in Califor-

nia. He was reluctant to accept this but

was encouraged by Professor Nugent to

do so because it was early in his career

and he could always reOim. After that ex-

perience he established his own manufac-

turing fimi for orthotic and prosthetic

equipment including many unique de-

vices. The firm grew to be one of the

biggest in the nation and he had just re-

tired as president to become chainnan of

the board shortly before his untimely

death as a result of cancer"

Professor Nugent considered him the most

outstanding occupational therapist in the

country and that many of the things he de-

veloped shall continue to serve those with

disabilities for generations to come. He

shall be missed although his children are

continuing to operate his firm.

David Potter 5-11-03

—

No information

available.

John Ro.ss 1-8-04—No information

available.
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Disability Resources & Services Guide

IS ERVICES FOR

TUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

The Division of Disability Resources and

Educational Services (ORES) is the designated

office of the University of IMinois at Urbana-Chani-

paign that obtains and tiles ilisability-related docu-

ments, certifies eliyibilily for disability services,

detennines reasonable acconiniodations. and devel-

ops and coordinates plans for the provision of such

accommodations for students and guests with dis-

abilities. Current and prospective students as well

as faculty and staff are urged to contact DRES to

request information about services and resources

available to students with disabilities. The follow-

ing is a brief overv iew of DRES campus and

community programs.

DRES .4CADEMIC Services

Student Services

(217) 333-4603 (VA"DD)

E-mail: sheft@uiuc,edu

• Certilled Rehabilitation Counselor

• Registration for services

• Coordination of academic accommodations

• Priority registration

• Notetakers

• Adjustable tables/desks, etc.

• Referrals for career testing and advising

• Tutorial referrals

• Referrals for accessible housing

Cognitive & Psychological Disability Services

(217)265-0775

E-mail: kdcollin@uiuc.edu

• Clinical psychologist; Certified rehabilitation

counselor

• Coordination of academic accommodations

for students with psychological disabilities,

traumatic brain injuries, and attention deficit

disorder (ADD/ADHD)
• Referrals for counseling and assessment

Learning Disabilities Services

(217) 333-8705 (VATDD)

E-mail: kwold2@uiuc.edu

• Learning Disabilities Specialist

• Assessment

• Coordination of academic accommodations for

students with cognitive disabilities

• Course substitution

• Notetakers

• Extended exam/assignment time

• Ijiaming strategies consultation

• Preferential seating

• Tutorial referrals

Sensory Acconiniodations and Testing

(217) 333-4(1(14 (V/T1)U)

E-mail: bryanmc@uiuc.cdu

• Coordination of academic accommodations

for students with visual and/or hearing

impairments

• Sign language and oral interfireting sen'ices

• Speech and hearing services referral

• Registration assistance for students with visual

and/or hearing impairments

• Testing with accommodations (e.g., time-

extentions, distraction-reduced environment,

readers or scribes)

Coodinator of Assistive Communication and

Information Technology

(217) 244-5870 (V)

E-mail: jongund@uiuc.edu

WWW-http://www.als.uiuc.edu/lnfo Tech Access

• Accommodation services for electronic infor-

mation and communication technologies

• Assistive computer technology evaluation and

training

• Independent literacy development with

assistive technologies

• Universal design of network/computer-based

courseware

Text Conversion Services

(217)244-5785

E-mail: aanders2@uiuc.edu

• Conversion of text books and other printed

media to alternative formats (e.g.. Braille,

audiotape, electronic text, large print)

DRES Non-Academic Services

Transportation

(217) 333-4616 (V/TDD)

E-mail: mylindag@uiuc.edu

• Regularly scheduled bus transportation for

DRES students via lift-equipped buses

Physical Therapy and Functional Training

(217)333-4608

E-mail: elliott3@uiuc.edu

• Development and implementation of strength

and conditioning programs under direction of

physical therapist

• Adapted equipmentyfilness gym

Campus Life

(2I7)3.\V4606

E-mail: mlgilbrt@uiuc.edu

• V;irsity sports, including wheelchair basketball

for men and women, and track and field lor

students with locomotor disabilities and visual

mipairmenis

• Club sports

• Leisure referral

• Kiiies 1 1
1—physical activity course

Beckwith Hal

(217)333-3316

E-mail: johnsol5@uiuc.edu

• Accessible resident hall with personal assis-

tance services available

• Spacious private rooms

• Food service; personal assitance with meals

(if necessary)

• Night clerks

• State-of-the-art computer system; Internet

access

• Libraiy/study lounge

• Security system in all student rooms

• Maid service

Driver Education

(2 17).333-4606

E-mail: mlgilbrt@uiuc. edu

• Assessment of driving potential

• Three phases of instruction (classroom, driving

range, behind the wheel I on a fee for service

basis

• Hand-control equipped car

Special Services

(21 7) 333-1970 (V/TDD)

E-mail: dcablel @uiuc. edu

• Tickets for wheelchair seating at intercolle-

giate athletic/Assembly Hall events

Delta Sigma Omicron (DSO)

(217)333-4607

E-mail: dso@uiuc.edu

• Disability service fraternity open to all

students

1 HER Campus Resources
Illinois Office of Rehabilitation

Sercives(IORS) (217)333-4620

McKinley Health Center (217) 333-2701

Counseling Center (217) 333-3704

Nile Rides (217)333-3184

Emergency Dean Service (217) 333-0050

OiHER Community
Disability Resources

PACE (217) 344-5433 (Voice)

(2 17).344-5024 (TDD)

(Non-residenti;il independent living center serving

consumers with disabilities)

V ISIT OUR WEB SITE AT:

hltp://www.rehab.uiuc.edu or e-mail

disabilitv@uiiic.edu
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How to Submit an Article

University of lUinois Division of Disability Resources and Educational Services

at Urbana-Champaign 1207 South Oak Street " 217-333-4600

Champaign. IL 61820 2 17-333-0248 /a.v

Dear Reader:

We that you have enjoyed this issue of the 2004-2005 U of I Sigma Signs/Media Guide. After reading the comments from the

Alumni, many would like to see more articles. To do this we need you, the reader, to provide us with articles.

You are invited to write about your U of I experiences, your life story, a topic related to disability issues or any other topic

you feel others who read it will benefit from it in some way.

Because time is of the essence in the planning and organization of this publication, we ask that you submit your iu-ticles as

soon as possible. Please be aware that every article received may not appear in the next edition of Sigma Signs/Media Guide.

Those articles not used will be published in a subsequent edition.

Below, we have provided a small form which we would like you to fill out and send with your article. Thank you for your

continued support of this publication. We look forward to hearing from you.

Production Staff

Please attach thisform with your article—thank you.

When submitting an article, authors are asked to submit a computer disk along with a hard copy of their article. Regardless of

the computer or software used, please provide your files in two formates: ( 1 ) saved in the word processing software used on

your computer; (2) saved as rich text tiles (RTF) if it's an option in your software, or as text-only files. Please label your disk

clearly stating the file name and software used. If you would like a photo to appear in your article we prefer that you send an

original.

Name of writer/author:

Tel: ( ) E-mail: in case we have to contact you.

Is this article for the 2005-2006 publication? Date article sent: Date received:

|We will nil um ikilc received)

Have you enclosed a photo?* Please write a brief description of the photo/and caption if you would like one

•Please nole: If you provide us with a pholo laken by a professional photographer, we will be unable lo use it unless you provide us with a waiver letter from the photographer

who took the photo; this is a copyright infringement and has to be adhered to very strictly.

Have you enclosed a computer disk? If yes, what is the software you used?

Have you enclosed a hard copy of your article? If yes, how many pages?

What is the title of your article?

If you have any questions regarding the submission of articles for the Media Guide/Sigma Signs, please do not hesitate to

contact Maureen Gilbert or Robbie Edwards at (217) 333-4607. We look forward to receiving many interesting articles for the

U of 1 2005-2006 Sigma Signs/Media Guide.



r ;ir Up n c C C OJfJ c y/Jin

Each month in

you'll read about thrilling competitive events,

extreme adventures, and awe-inspiring personalities

Basketball, tennis, skiing, racing, camping, sailing —
it's all covered. Right here. Right now.

To subscribe:

(602) 224-0500, ext. 19

(888) 888-2201 , ext. 19 (toll-free)

or visit our Web site: vwvw.sportsnspokes.com

(While you're online, check out our sister

publication, PN, at www.pn-magazine.com)


