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& LETTER

Wiittenby a Friend, to one who
" would be owned for Minifter of that Pari(h
from whom he vvith-holds all Ordi-
nancesbut preaching.

It may alfo ferve to vindicate the (aid Pari[b from ma-
#y unjust clamonrs.

LONDON,

Printed for willsam Ley at pauls Chain neex Dotlors
Commons, 1657







T your fir ft coming hither I conceiv’d good
hopes of fettlement to your own and o-
thers content; butnow I fee no likely-
hood thereof , but that the breach grows
wider and wider, which I am forry

B wupccng for; and che rather | for thac I fear the

caufe proceeds chiefly from your felf | partly in negle&ing
that difcreer advice, given by Mr. Carro/ and others, Not to
be over-tedious whereby you would tire your peoples pati-
ence : Exceptions alfo have been taken at fome expreflions

in your Sermons out of Alts 4.12. Thar the mercy of God
eanvat [ave anywithout acrucified Chriff. 1ts granted, Thae

Cod hath ordained and appointed the way and means of

falvation to be by faith in Jefus Chrift; but I hope you wil al-

fo grant this proceeded fromthe free Grace and rich mercy

of God theFather: Itsour Saviours own words, N e

can come unto me except the Father draw b'm. God the Father

favesbyand thiough the Son , andall for his mercy. 1no
fooner think of falvation by Chrift, but che faving mercy
of Godthe Father firft prefents it felf as the original and
and firft moving caufe : you might (asI conceive) more
properly have faid , There is no {alvation without mercy;
as Chrift crucified is the meritorious caufe; fo the love of

God the Father muft be acknowledged the onely moving

caufe of mansfalvation. For God [o loved the world, that he

gave his cnely begotten Sor, that whofoever believeth in hins

[ould not perifl, but have everlasting lifes] with you had ex-
plained yourfelf in that faying.

Moreover this you lately preft once andagain, Thar if we
deal faljly wet h Gad be will deal falfly with w:. T'de not know
that inany fenfe whatfoeverit can beaffirmed of God [hf* t
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he deals falfly with any man.7 ben that deSpife him be will de
ife; and Prov.1.25, 26. it is faid y :He will fdﬂg;? at the de-
Jiruttion of [wch as defpife his counfel-, and rfmt.f:r: will for(ake
them that for(ake bim, ¢7c. and all "this moft jultly.Let God
be true, and every man alyar.

I underftand your defigneis to have a gathered Church,
and not to adminifter the Sacraments to any other; a bufi-
nefs of great moment; I wifhyou well adviled before you
attemptit; how can youin reafon demand Tithes, and pay-
ment of Subferiptions, and yet refufe to perform thework
of the Miniftry ? You often complain of others for {I ght-
ing of Ordinances, and atthe fame time deny the admini-
ftration of them, youwill not deny them to be of Chrifts
inftitution, of great ufe and comfort to believers.

But peradventure you willfay ;, This Parith affords few
fuch;it were to be wifhed their number were more, but how-
ever their number is unknownto you; befides (asI con-
ceive ) being a member of a vifible Church, makesa man
capable to be partakerof all the Ordinancesof Jefus
Chrift. .

If you will grant that which few will deny, That a. parti-
cular vifible Church isa company among men embracin
and profeffing the Truth of Dodtrine, v . Salvation by
Chrift, and ufing the Sacraments according to Chrifts infti-
tution, amongft whom fuch as areneither grofly ignorant
in Doctrine nor feandalous in their lives, ought in the judg-
ment of charicy to be well reputed, and admitted until they
difcover themfelves otherwife; for it’s pofiible amongift this
company who confent inthe Do&rine they profefs. there
may be fome dead and unregenerate members , and fo may
your members alfo when gathered. Aatr).7.21 hicher per-
tain the Parablesof theSeed , the Tares, and likewife. the
Net gathering both good and bad fith.

Indeed the invifibleChurch isa company of thofe who are
¢lected untoeternal life,in whom a new life is begun here by
the Holy Ghoft, and.is perfected in the life to come. This
s called the ¢ hurch of the Saints, the Sheep of Chrift, Fob.
(0,28.2. {#.2.9,&¢. This Church fo long as it fojourneth
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on earth, alwades fies hid in the vifible. And its called invi
Gible, not that the men therein are invifible, but becaufe
¢heir faich and truth of Graceisinvifible being only known
anto God and chemfelves in the judgement of certainty,but
¢o others only,in the judgement of charity. <t

. Thefe thingsbeing duely confidered, how canyou anfwer

it to God and his People, to withold from them fuch facred
Ordinances: profefling to have takenupon youthe care of
foulsin this place, and rotas 2 bare Lecturer?

Tris not expected not defired you fhould admir of ali pro-
mifcuoufly, as1 (aid before, fuch as th rough ignorance can-
not difcern the Lords body , nor (ach as }.’?';'!i}'—.'(){‘."ii?.'ifli_' and
{candalous in their lives  whiles they remain fuch: butas
Pawl charged imothy , fo 1ts defired of you, them , T2 7-

rove, vebuke., exhort wirh al: z’o;«:k;rjg_r‘lfi? 5, il Duitrire &€
and 2 T1w.4. 2,5 Whileft you continue at this diftance,
thereisno hope of good; if you would give the Pal ithton-
ers a meeting, thatupon onference there might be(if pofli-
ble) a right anderfranding;and if you be not wanting, 1 am
confident they will not be wanting unto you;l heartily wifla
the Apoftles charge may be all our pracuce, 1 7i#.0.11. g

., Tim, 4

»

N 4

fa!!mv uf: er b 1'{{[3,31.%]7:(] ,Fai b, Love, Patiernce T Meek :.’J'"

1 tremble to think of the dangerous effects of divifion,
fchifm and factionsina parifh. Schifin fimply and nakedly s

2 breaking off from the communion of the Church in mat-

ters of Worthip and Religion,upon fuch grounds as haveno
weight in the word of Godtoallow them, as namely,when
the {ame faith or doctrine in fubfeantials is held; and there
s accordance and agreement in them; yet through paflions
and private ends and fancies , thereisoftence raken at leffe
matters of fa& or order, and fo the Divorce s made fo»
fuch faults in the yoke-fellow as arc far {hore of adultry; as
if the Members of any of the feven. Churches fhould have
feparated becaufe of fome droffein thofe Golden Candle-
flicks. The Donartits feparated upon thac principle,
That there was no-truc Church where good and bad were
mixe,and that the chaffin the floor made the wheat unclean;
or that the communion of the godly was blafted and pollu-
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ted by the mixture of ungr))dry ones ameongft thenr
This wasan open Schifm |, both’ in breaking off from
the Churches of Chrift upon that reafon , and in alfuming
Liberty to ere® new churches only,which he called the true
Churches of Chrift.

Sometime Schifm introduces Herefie, when menare rup
out upon peevifhnefs of Spirit or fome unwarrantable
grounds, they commonly run on into error of opinion
and doctrine, being caught like a loofe and wandring fheep
fevered from the Flock by the wolves which lie in wait for
fuch.Sometimes the Schifm follows upon the error of opi+
nion drunk in, and fo a departure from the truth is attend-
ed with departure from the fociety and communion of ¢he
Church. ;#de. having defcribed Hereticks, faith v 1o, Thefe
are they thﬁszcpczr.-zrc:b:‘rr;ﬁ'ww s Mark, (faich snfline )
# the natural Body how if a membar be enr . sthe [onl prefeng-
ly leaveth ity and it becomes 4 dead prece sf flejhs [0 it isin the
Myftical Fody of Chrif? 5 thofe who (ever vhemfeves b ) [ehifus
ard faltion from the body and their fell,wemembers. deprive
them(elves of the inflaence of the holy Spyire Petufe the Re«
cords of the Church, and you fhal find for the moft par;
that faction hath bred herefie, when difcontented Church.

men of eminent parts grew fingular,with-drew and fided a-
gainit the Orthodox, Gods Spirit feft them , and they bes
came Authors of damnable Herefjes.
Thiswas N.v.stus his cafe, after he mad:a faction againft
Cyprian ; Donatus after he made 2 faction againft Meltiades;
Arixs after he made a fchifm againft Exftacsus , and do we
rot fee it daily in many of our Separatifls, ¢'~. who no foom
ner with-draw and leave our publike Affemblies . bur the
_ Spirit of God leaveth them, and they fall to feveral different
*Relation of abfurdities ? fo thatif Liberty of confcience thould obrain

:CJ{‘}E_‘::‘:[:I:)]E‘“ 4 toleration (which God forbid, ) its feared (in fhort time)
the world, seq, 1t May be faid of England asit is writcen of Poland, * Thac
43. if any man have loft his religion, he fhal be fure to find ic
*D. Eeds Serm, there, or els he may give it gone for ever.

dfference be- It was the fad complaint (not many yeers fince) of a re-

“’?Tﬂ gocd & verend Doctor, * 74 e fatalmifery (faith be) of thefe latey
i ci'.i}’.f
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dayes hath made nothing goos, bur in bew , nothing true, bie
41 OpIniIon 5 R";’g‘;‘m Binamanncy [ St inihe f}uefz‘:o»: aj‘ R.»
[ gion. -
. And to inftance one more;that [earned Knisht Sir 1712 ev
Rawleigh * much lamented that fuperfine and wanton age *Hiflory ofthe

of Liberty (ashe termsitin his days) bythofe of the Fami- \:_TGI:U‘ -
lifts, Anabaptifts, and other Sectaries, and further faith, ft&[u;h‘]. 2{,%
that time wonla [0on bring topafs (if it w.re not refifted) thar

God wonld be tarned ont of Churches into Farys , and from

thence @y ain ost suto the Fields and Monn ain ty ARd Muder

Hedges s and the Offices (f the Mumiftry (robbed of all re-

[pett and masntenance) be as contemptible as the le placess all

Order, Difcepline and Churchi-Govermment left 10 newne[s of

pinion and mens fancies; yedand [oon after as many Rely ions

would (pring #p as there be Pari[b Chuyches in Evgland ; every

contentions and ignorant perfon elothing his fancy with the Spi=
zit of God, and bis imagination with the g1ft of Revelation,
infomuch aswhenthe truth which vs but ore [ball appear to
the [imple multitnde no lefs varion s then contrary to it [elf, the

faith of menwill foon after die away by degrees, and all Religi-

on be beld in [corn and contempt,

Indeed there is no age of the Church free, only thefe laft . T a1
days are moft likely to have moft of thefe dregs; Are not Tude 17.48.
thefe errorswhich are fo rife amonglt vs, either by infec-t Jo.2.18
ting perfons of place and quality grown into that boldnefs,
or by fpreadinﬁ far and wide, rifen to that ftrength, that
they do face, if not feem able to putinto danger of routing
our Common faith, Publike Worfhip, Authorifed Miniftry,
and long expected and promifed Reformation.

Ob'. But perhaps you will fay, Many of thefe who are
charged with Schifm and Herefy, are holy men.

Ianfwer, That a holy man cannot eafily bea Heretick,
nor are all the errorsof holy men to be called Herefies ,
though they may be hey and ftubble upon the foundation:

Again,I cannot be {fo ignorant as not to know the moft fan-
ctified and zealous men, are men, and fubject to carnal and
corrupt affections,and may be fo far {wayed by them in
their judgments, as not to be able to-difcern wickour preju-
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diceand partiality , Truth from Error; sood men maycon-
tinue infome error in Jundgement, and confequently ina
finful practice arifing thence, and live and dye in it,and chag
unrepented of , otherwife then as in the lump of their uu~
known fins. Itisnot honefty or fincerity that can privi-
ledg men from eicher erring or finning I't hach been obfer-
ved of old that fome heads of herefie have been well repu-
ted for {trictnefs and unblameablene(s of life; welearn out
of Auftine, That Pelaginshada very good teftimony; and
“cripture tells us, They come in Sheeps cloathing, and fpeak
Iyes inhypocrifie; we muft not meafure or judge of Faith by §
the perfon, but of the perfon by the Faith. ThatHorfe as
one faies ) of fuperftition and Idolatry, upon the back of
which the Devil hathin former times made war againft che
Church, isflain under him, and flow he is mounted upon a
freth horfe of another colour, called Liberty of Opinion,
falfly called Liberty of Confcience, let’s not be ignorant of

his devices.
1 wifls that both Minifters and Peoplemay be move findions totiythe $pivits
whither they are of Godyt Joh.4.X. Tocontend foi the faith once delivereds
Jude 3. To beware leftwe becarvied away with the erior of lawlefs men,
3, Pet.3.57. To tuyn avway from [uch as creep into houfesy and lead captive [il-
by women, 2 Tim.3.5.6. Toavoid foolifhs queRions, whick aie uprofitable and
vainy Tit.3.9. Toholdfaith and a good confcience 5 1 Tim.1,Yg. Toconsi-
aue in thethings that we have learned, and be:n affured of ont of theword of
Gody 2 Tim. 3.14. Eventhefe Traths [0 well owned and practifed in the good
old Puritan-daicss in whofetimes there was a peopleof as poweiful godbanefs |
as any in the worldspiatical Divinity was improved to agreat bei ghe of clea «
nefs and fweetncf; but of late amiferable declination from the life and power
of godbn[Je is come t pafisour practicaly onr inwarddr clofe wayes of walking
with God 1n faith and love are (ublimed unto fancies,» vapeur out into fymes
of [trange Opinions, apd which is woi(t of all; wetake this dropfie tobe
growth, and conceive our [elves to be move (piritual and vefined, becaufe more
airy and nottonal . The Commandments, Confeffion of Fait'y mdthe Lovds Pray-
erlieaiufling, nay by fome beld a [intoufethem. The, Locd difcover unto s
from whence we are [allen,aud incline onr bearts moveto truth & halincf3.Sir,
I remain your affe&ionate Friend, R.C.
Nd forafmuch a it wasalfo delivered with alprivacie ( not any one li~
A ving [oul elfe privy to any word there )it was expebted Lo have begot as
private and friendly.a conference berwixt ussbut it was wo fooner veceived but
by bim imparted to divers of his ovwn party; &1 being told that manyCopies there-
of weretakenyand nat hearing fiom him never [fince (it being above two months
ago ) although be bad feveral opportunities to have acknowledged the receit
theredf; [0 that now fos prevention of mifveports and miftakes in written Coe
pres (contrary to my fir [ thoughts) 1 bave been confirained e expofeitte amore

B8 )e s '
Fhoage uiew,
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